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Hatever is likely to ac alen 
men to the conſideration of 
“e great acknowledged 
nn principles of religion, can- 
ot be unſeaſonable. And when t s 
every man concern, the meaneſt, au 
weakeſt endeavours may be of ſome 
uſe. The ſubjects of the followirg 


eflections are mo/? of that kind, uc. | 
ar) to be attended to, by all ſorts Wi 
f perſons ; and ſo cannot be tos of & 
en preſt, tho" in different manners. 1 
The uſefulneſs of the ſubject mat- 1 
r, aud the JO of the bulk, are 
5 o 37 14 


to 


td P 7 4 
33 


To the Reaven. 


1 1 0 othitgs which are wont torecom- | 1 
mend a book to moſt readers : for f 2 
which reaſon, I may hope, this wii, 7. 
be read by ſeveral, who ſuffer much | 
better (becauſe bigger) books to lye by | 74 
. them negletied. Some may poſſibly | r 
ive it the reading, as a new-years- | 74. 
gift. And whoeter ſball be ſo far | to 
| perſuaded by it, as to ſet apart ſome | cee 
time in the beginning of the year, for | hat 
ſelt- examination, confeſlion of ſin, 2 4 
"repentance, thankſgiving, and ſolemn | /#c4 
-renexwal of their covenant with God, . © 
(which ſeucral of theſe Action, on a 
may not only excite to, but are inte nd. /ore 
ed to direct and aſſiſt him in,) I am 7, 
perſuaded | he will thank me for put] times 
Ting him in mind (at leaſt) of ſo ſea .fr fe 
ſonable an exerciſe. The greateſt par if, 
of theſe meditations were begun of nt 
4 new-years-day, though ſome othe others 
are thought fit to be inſerted, Q 
 gending 10 promote the ſane d fie Others 
But kong how much eaſier it is ſſervice 
e up AVE 1 mens de voi. wn, than ſc We. 7 
tof © 07. 


af 7 


To the Reiven; 


commund and keep alive my own 3 
is deſired, that the moſt devout 
thoughts contained in theſe papers, 
„ | ay be looked upon as what the au. 
by thor aims at, and would pirſaade to, 
ly rather than what he hath already at- 
re | Zained : as what he knxws he ought 
far to be, and do, and doth ſcriouſiy en- 
me | Lea vour, rather than what he is, and 
for hath been; heartily lamenting Where- 
fin, | 72 be hath been fauliy, or defettive in 
enn] ſuch duties as theſe, and the like 7 
50d, . HA ions do oblige to, and enforce up- 
ions, 97 all, who ſhall red them, and there- 
end.] Jote much more upon himſelf. - | 

Tam That they were penn d at ſeveral 
„put times, and in occaſional ritirements | 
ſo ſea for ſpiritual excerciſes, ill, ith the 

/t par arfference of the ſubjefts, be a fu. 
n ON ent excuſe, that ſome are larger, and 
othel 27/2475 ſhorter, and that the ſtyle is in 
od, Ae places more neglected than in 
75 fie others. 'TIf I may-hereby render any 
it is ſſervice to the ſouls of men, if any ſe.- 
Lan leure ſinner, any ſelf-deceiving hypo- 
een, pocrite 


To the READ FER. 


pocrite be hereby awakened, or any 
| ſerious chriſtian's devotion be gnick- 
ned and advanced, I kepe God will 
accept it. To his bleſſing 1 hum- 
bly recommend it, for thoſe ends. 
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REFLECTIONS 


| Time andi l. n 


This World and the N ext. 


1 


of the changeable fate, _ ſhort duration 
of earthly zhings; ' eſpecially of man, 
how little it is conſidered ana believed 5 


Spb HE N 1 conſider that "eliniday 
#1, 188 Was the concluſion of the /aſt year, 


On a- 


nather ; tis ſeaſonable to reflect 
on the mutable condition, and 
bort duration of all things in this world, 


vide 


3 Serious REFLECTIONS | 


which are meaſured by time. That as they 
have their beg727277g, 10 they have their nl: 
and that the diſtance, or ſpace of time be- 
tween the on and the orher is very little. 
Let me not then, O ny. ſou! rejoyce and 
pleaſe myſelf too much in ew enjoyments, 
remembring a change may be at hand, and 
the end is certain. 5 
Many who were rich and flouriſhing the 
[aft year, may be reduced to 833 and 
deep diſtreſs, before the end of zh15s : who 
£re now in a capacity to relieve others, with- 
in a few months, or a ſhorter ſpace, may 
be objects of other mens charity. The thing 
Hic hath been, is that which may be : 
and that which hath been ſeen in one year, 
may happerrin another; ſo eaſily, ſo quick- 
ly may a change be made! Riches may 
unexpectedly change their owners, and bor- 
row wings cf a thouſand accidents, where- 
| * with to fly to heaven for a new diſpoſal, 
pep therefore who 7ofſeſs, ſhould be as 
| I they poffeffed not; for the faſhion: of | year, 
rhis world pa ſſeth away. Innumerable int 
caſualties may effect that change, which | befall 
no humane art or skill can poſſibly foreſee, | and 1 
| or hinder, Afflictive unexpected evils at- think 
tend us every where: we cannot promiſe our] movec 
ſelves tranquility for a ay, much leſs oze| the en 
year to come. They lay in wait for us on] fider o 


- - 
4 


4 
* 1 Cor. vii. 29. 
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* : every 
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monly overtake us, when we are leaſt appre-- 


henfive of their approach. an that is 


born of a woman is of few days, aud full: 
trouble: he cometh up as a flower, and is 


cut down; fleeth as a ſhadom and:continueth” 


not. What then are riches, beauty; ſtrength, 


and honour, the accidents of this ſubſtance, 
How falſe is the hope of man, and, how: | 


which is it ſelf but a ſhadow. .. 


frail is all his glory! one day can make an 
end of all his riches and honours: and yet 


what ſolicitude, care, and labour, to get what, 


we defire of theſe things, (tho often we do 


not need em) and then to keep what we have 
gotten, and then to encreaſè it, and then to 


acfend it, and at laſt to enjoy it, and in a mo- 
ment it is ſnatched from us, or we from it. 


His /:fe is but a vapour, on which they all 
depend; then how much leſs are they? To 
how ſpeedy an alteration are they ſubject! 
what numberleſs inſtances of this doth o 
yearsexperienceturniſh !wharſadningdiſap- , 


intments, and unexpected calamities have 


befallen many fince this day twelve- month l. 


and multitudes who are now at eaſe, and 
think their mountains too ſtrong to be re- 


moved, ſhall meet with ſharper trials before 


the end of this year. Alas] how few con- 
ſider or believe it, till they find. it ſo l Alk - 
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every fide, enter at every crevice, and com- 
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To Seriaus REFLECTIONS 
men ſhould count upon trouble and diſap- 


intment, ſuffering and ſorrow inthisworld ; 
and he that hath the leaſt ſhare, is reckoned 
the moſt proſperous man; and yet he knows 
not how foon his portion may be doubled. 
We reckon. our joys by the abſence of ſome 
degrees of ſorrow and calamity that others 
meet with; and before the end of this year, 
our condition may be as diſconſolate as 
theirs. | FL LITE 

O my ſoul! tho' I know this to be true; 
tho' I cannot, I dare not, deny it; yet how 
difficultis it to conquer the love of this world, 
and of this body, to that degree I ought! to 
undervalue the intereſt of a ſhort, a muta- 


ble, uncertain, and troubleſome Ie, in com- 


pariſon of the permanent poſſeſſion of an e- 
verlaſting good! tho' I know, that what is 
earthly and temporal muſt needs be thus 
changeable and —_— ; and that it is as true 


of man himſelf, as of any thing under the 


ſun ; yet how do I forget what man 15 / not 
only mutable in his fate, his body, and his 
Zife, but in his mind too, ſo as to love and 
hate, to chuſe and negleR, to delight in, and 
abhor ſuch things at one time, as he did not 
before. He doth not paſs the fame judgment, 
nor retain the ſame afefions at one time, as 
at another. How do I live, as if all this 
were as certainly falſe, as it is unqueſtion- 
ably true? Admire, love, fear, truſt in 
man, as if he were the direct oy to 
5 ” what 
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what he 7s, and ſeek for immortality upon 
earth, and act as if I were aſſured of it, and 
were not liable to any change; tho' I ac- 
knowledge and know the contrary. 'Tho? 


; the Jaft year's experience, and the obſervati- 
. on of every day, doth convince me of it; 
a tho” all hiſtory, and all the records of the 
E grave atteſt it; tho' all mankind, in every 7 
ws age, have found it ſo ; tho' it be a manifeit 7 
” notorious truth, legible in the various chan- = 
Z ges and calamities; but eſpecially in the 4 
- duſt and aſhes of all who lived before us, 2 
J (our graves being often made of our prede- . 
= eeſſors duſt, and the earth we bury in hat- 
ing once been living) yet how little is it be- 
af lieved, how ſeldom conſidered k the confir- 1 
mation of it which oh year gives us, hath : 
* little influence on our hearts or lives, with fl. 
_ reſpe& to the next, We ought, therefore, 1 
8 to accuſtom ourſelves to theſe thoughts, be- 1 
3 fore ſuch changes ſhall e're long ſucceed. 4 
* They will be leſs efficacious, if never admit- | 
_—_ ted'till dur minds are oppreſt and feebled by 
4 . the weight of affliction. We ſhall hen want 
* rk that vigour of reaſon, which ſhould co-ope- 
_ rate with the remedy ; and which, if ufed 
1 before- hand, would help to ſupport and ſtay 
our minds, under all ſubſequent revolutions. 
+> | For thoſe conſiderations may be able to fix 
ths and ſtay our minds under changes, that may 
_ not be ſufficient to recover, and raiſe our ſpi- 
; my rits, after they are dejected and fallen. 
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Of the change in mens inclinations, opini- 
ons, aud actions, which one year ſhews 3 
how obſervable it is in others; how much 
more diſcernible in our ſelves. Honour 
and reputation, Sc. how uncertainly 
preſerve and how eaſily blaſted. 


WH AT a diſcovery doth one year make 
| of the mutability of mau, not only 
of his outward condition, but of the man 
himſelf ; his temper, his practice, his in- 
clinations, | his averſions, £©c. He abideth 
not at one ſtay ; every breath of wind turrs 
him to another ſhape. We deſpiſe 20 Jay, 
that which we admired yeſterday; and to 
morrow-hate the object of our preſent love. 
We begin friendſhips, and cancel them on 
flight occaſions; and a mortal enmity often 
ſucceeds to a tender affection: the very per- 
ſons, who are in one year our darling Friends, 
and poſſibly deſerved to be ſo, may yet be 
open enemies the next, and ſeek our ruine. 
Lora! what is man? How deceitful and 
mutable the heart of man] we know not. 

what other men are, or will prove to be 'till 

a trial ; and we are equally ignorant concern-. 


* — = — : ; Ing 
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ing our ſelves, till an hour of temptation, 
How patiently do we think we could bear af- 
fliftions till we feel them ! how partial and 
-miſtaken a judgment do we make of our 
wiſdom and ſtrength, in reference to thefu- 
ture! We counſel others to ſubmiſſion and 
reſignation im the moſt difficult trials, and 
wonder they complain ſo loud ; when we 
j our ſelves deſpond, and fink under Half their 
r burthen ; a? ſend up our impatient mur- 
y murs to heaven, when God thinks fit to 
prove us by a lighter ſtroke. We cenſure and 
condemn others, who are in an higher ſta- 
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e || rion,andare call'd to more difficult work than 
y we ; when by a little advancement, and the 
in like temptation, we diſcover that we are as 


n- bad as they. They who were reputed hum- 
th ble, temperate, and religious, when they 
18 have been evaltea higher, become eva 
25. ſenſual, and ungodly. Had ſome been told 
to | 4 tuelve-month fince, what 7020 they are, 
ve. and ſpeak, and act, they would have made 
on Hazae!'s anſwer, Am I a dig, that Tſhould 
ren do this? A change in the publick affairs 
der- of the ſtate, and by that means of particus' 
AS, lar intereſts, or fome alteration of our own 
'be private circumſtances, (calling us to ew 41n- 
ine. | Lies, and expoſing us to ew rermprations) 
and | diſcovers us more to our ſelves ind. to other 
not. | men, than was expected, and proves us to 


be 8 different from what we appeared 
W Such 


— — as — 
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Such a change, for inſtance, as from po- 
verty to riches, from ſickneſs to health, from 
obſcurity to honour, from privacy to a 
publick charge, &c, or on the contrary. 
Men cannot bear the 2wezg47 of temporal 
happineſs, but riches and honours make us 
to be other men than before we ſeemed to. 
be. How weak a thing is man! that can- 
not carry his own wiſzes, without falling 
under them : that cannot proſper in his de- 
gn, without being changed in the temper 
of his mind, upon every ſucceſs. So true 
is it, that Man in honour is like the beaſt 
that periſbeth; and changed ordinarily for 
the worſe, as to ſerious religion. May we 
not fear, that ſome whoa year fince dared 


not live 4 day in the neglect of cloſet and 


family devotion, do now omit it, for many 
aays and weeks together? And that ſome, 
Who once were careful to improve the who/e 
ſabbath to religious purpoſes, now place the 
Whole of their religion in attending the pub- 
lick worſhip, and think it enough, not for 
t hat day only, but for the whole week. Un- 
der the afflicking hand of God, for ſome 


| em of an approaching change, or 
8 


e of guilt upon great tranſgreſſions, 
the convictions of fin are lively, conſcience 
is ſenfible and awake, afettions warm, re- 
ſolutions ſtrong, Sc. But alas! how ſoon 
doth the cafe alter! our ſpirits coo], our zeal 


and 


abates, our good purpoſes untwiſt and die, | - 


| far greateit part of the world; it may be 
2 | [ 
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and come to nothing. By degrees we return 
to folly, and boldly venture on that ſin we 
lately trembled at. Through the want of 
continued ſmart afflictions, or of a ſerious 
awakening zuiuiſtry, and friendly faithful a4. 
vom tion; or through the temptation of 
vain company, and the remaining power of 


Naſbly luſts. So that we falſify our moſt ſa- 


cred promiſes and reſolutions, ; violate our 
holy vows, cancel the bonds of God upon 
us, ſuffer the devil to re-enter, and prevail 
again, to take poſſeſſion of our hearts, and 
yield our ſelves an eaſy prey to his zempta- 
tions, till our latter en 
beginning. i: 10 2162 WH 
Oh what a change doth: one year let us 
ſee in perſous, as well as things | in oum ſelves, 
as well as other men ! And as it is withnan 
himſelf, fo with every thing that he values 
himſelf upon, or for which he is eſteemed 
by others; and even his efteem and reputa- 
tion is alſo changeable and uncertain. Not 
to inſtance in riches, but in what is nobler, 
learning, and the improvements of the mind 
by ſtudy; how ſoon may the violence of a 
Ai ſeaſe diſturb or ftupify the. brain to that 
degtee, as ſhall reduce the greateſt ſcholar 
to the pitied condition of a food in Bedlam 
And where is his reputation and renown, 
in ſuch a cafe? But much leſs than that 
will blaſt the faireft tation, with the 


loſt 


be worſe than our 
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loſt by unwary miſtakes, by falſe reports, by 
envy and malice, by the ſubtle hatred of 
enemies, or by the weakneſs and credulity 
of friends, (who will liſten to every back- 


biter's ſtory) or by one or two indiſcretions E 
of the man himſelf; and no man can be . 
© certain to ſecure his reputation whilſt he f 
. lives, much leſs after he is dead. Who can 8 
content all men, however he live? And 2 2. 
who is well ſpoken of by all when he is r. 
deadꝰ Who is ſo eſteemed, that ſome do * 
not defpife him ? The wiſeſt conduct can- WW 
not hinder, but ſome will judge hardly and * 
How vain and faulty is an ambition to be 10 
talk d of after we are dead, which will be 5 


but by very few, and that very differently, | 
res Tat, while; There ts uo "44 077 
membrance of former things, neither fſhalÞ : 
there be of- things to come,. with thoſe that b. 
fall come after, Eceleſ. i. 11. For how ti © 
little a while do the proudeſt monuments: ; 4 
laſt, that are fet over the rotten fleſh and 4 
bones of many, to pee memory? | 
God hath. promiſed; tis true, that 7he 8 
righteous ſnall be had in everlaſting re- Pow 

 membrance ; but it muſt be undexſtood ſo. | 1 
far only, as the frame and fate of this world. 
and the-revolutions, and vieiſſitudes of time | 
wall permit. But what good can it do us, 

farther than the intereſt of God's glory, and: 

the good of others is concerned in it? The- 

* BH; = bleſſed: 


* 


* 
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bleſſed will not need it, and the damned 
have no advantage by it: and no endeavours. 
can be certain of ſucceſs : for people will 
talk of us as they p/eaſe ; and their opini- 
ons very often change from one extream to 
the other: but he who hath the laudeſt 
fame, ſhall only be ralk'd of little longer 
than his neighbours ; and that by a few dy- 
ing men, that muſt zhemjetves be e'er long 
forgotten. And how ſmall a part of the 
inhabited world is acquainted. ſo much as 
with the zume of the greateſt of men in Eu- 
rope? And how different and contrary are 
mens opin ons and d ſcourſes of them, where 
they are known and talkt of? And how 
many holy, excellent perſons are buried in 
oblivion, or miſ-repreſented as unworthy to 
live on earth, whoſe: Names will be found 
in the book of life? Our /7fe is yet as muta- 
ble, and uncertain as any of theirs. The 
time is haſtening, when we ſhall be zoo 0.4 
to live, but at any time we are 0/4 enough 
to die. Our breath is in our noſtrils; and 
tho' there be room enough for it to go out, 
we have no aſſurance that we ſhall have 
Power to draw it in again. 0 
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Of the uncertainty of /iving to the period 
of another year. The vanity of this life: 
rhe ſwiftneſs of time, and how-70 be im- 


I Now begin another year: but what aſ- 
* ſurance have I to out-live it? I cannot 
fay, how ſoon my ſovereign judge may call 
me hence, and ſummon me to appear be- 
fore his righteous bar. Q let me not defer 
my neceſſary preparation for 4eath, which 
may be nearer than I imagine! Let me 
mind the great things iiſt, which are of ab- 
Tolute neceſſity to be done, ſome time or o- 
ther before I die. This 2 body which 
J have pampered and indulged, at the ex- 
pence of ſo much coſt and time, may be 
putrifying in a filent grave, before halt this 
| toon be paſt. Lord ! bleſs this thought, to 


* 


waken my . endeavours to ſecure 


the bleſſedneſs of eternity! to mortify the 
defire of great things for my ſelf, in future 
years, by the confidered poſſibility of dying 
before the end of this: let me look into 
the graves of others, and conſider that this 
may quickly happen to me, and muſt ere 


long 


> 
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Jong be my own caſe: let me think what 
this lody will ſhortly be, when it hath been 
fix or eight days ſeparated from my foul ; 
how vile ? how loathſome ? that I may de- 
ſpiſe the beauty, and be dead to the plea- 
ures of the body, which fo eafily, ſo ſud- 
denly, ſo ſtrangely may be changed. For 
no 2/afs is more brittle, no bubble more va- 
on: no ice more diflolving, no flower 
more fading, no ſhadow leſs ſubſtantial, no 
ſleep or dream more deceiving, no ſoumd 
more tranſient, nothing more vain and more 
uncertain than /:fe, on which all other things 
in this world depend. My 4ays are as nothing, 


faith Fob, though they laſted above two ages. 


There is hardly any thing very frail and 
Feeble, mutable and uncertain, but the Spi- 
Tit of God in 10 tor ſets forth the vanity 
of /ife by; as if he would teach us by it, 
from the light of every periſhing object, 
which our eyes behold, to reflect on our own 


mortality. We ſleep every. night, in the 


outer Chambers of death: and in ſome diſ- 
eaſes ee, which is the image and picture 
of death, is taken away, to give place to 
the original, and make way for death. And 
every. year, every week, every day, are we 
haſtening to our final change; which may 
overtake us e're we are aware. Every day 
we loſe ſome part of our lives; in our ver) 

growthtrom infancy to manhood, our life de- 
creaſes, and grows leſs, Every pulſe and 
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breath doth tell us, we are haſtening to the 
end of time, and calls upon us to diſpatch 
F * 
* If we confider * imme, to be the meaſure 
of motion, however-it may ſeem to have 
three ſtations ; paſt, preſent, and future, 
the frft and 20 of theſe are not: (one is ; 
not now, and the other is not yet.) That 1 
which you call preſer?, is not no the ſame + 
it was, when you began to call it ſo in this 


j line; before you found that word preſent, or + n 
the monoſyllable zo, the preſeut, and the 5 
1 20W is paſt. If we conſider eternity, into by 
| that time never entred; eternity is not an by 
1 everlaſt ing flux of time; but time is a ſhort 4 
4 8 in a long period; and crern.ty 25 
. ad been the ſame, as it is, tho' fine had 15 
1 never been. If we conſider not erernity, | <« 
| but ßerpetuity, which fhall out- live time, 555 
| and be when time ſhall be no more. What <, 
' a minute is the life of man to that? How 43 
1 ſoon muſÞ it end? | 3 c : 
| Every word we ſpeak, is formed of that 43 
|| breath whereby we live ; and we may not. 5 
live to pronounce another ſentence, but the c - 

lamp of life may be extinguiſh'd and blown 8 

out by a ſudden blaſt. Every thing we do, c F. 
carries away ſome ſands of our little glaſs of £ I 

_ time; and how little may remain ? Or how : by 
ſoon may the glafs be broken ? Our ſouls 43 

are in our bodies, as a little air incloſed in 0 5 

a thin þubb/e ; how eafily is that broken, | « ,** 
5 J pr. Doum's Druotinsg. ; 3 4 = 


and 


# 
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and where are we? How many who are 


now alive, in health and vigour, who deli- 
berate on their meat and drink, and are cu- 
rious of air and exerciſe, to maintain them- 


ſelves in health, and pleaſe themſelves 
with the dream of years to come, ſhall 
never ſee another new-years-4ay? It may 


be not another month, or week, or mor- 


row: Many have promiſed themſelves 
3 things on the morrow, but dy'd be- 
ore night: let me not ſay, I ſhall not 4 


this day, when I may his hour; and 'tis 


but once for all, there is no amending an ill 
death, by another tryal. When Ilie down 
< to ſleep, I hope to riſe ſtronger and freſh- 
er, and fitter for work ; but I know with- 
al, I may riſe no more. And may not mi 
name be on the roll of thoſe who ſhal 

next be called, at leaſt ſome time 7his 
year? Let me not then negleg, or fool- 
iſhly delay, my principal buſineſs, to pro- 
vide againſt a change, which is inevitable 

but the time of it altogether doubtful. 
Ought not my firſt and chiefeſt care to be 
employ'd, to make my peace with G04? 
he alone can be my happineſs; to his final 


can give me ſupport and joy in a dying 
hour : to his mercy I muſt truſt, when 1 


tage more by any thing in it 3) that he 
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© may mercifully receive my ſoul at death, 
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judgment I am haſtening: his favour alone 


leave this world, (and can have no advan- 
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and be my 5 portion. Do J 
© know my life. is thus vain and tranſient, 
and ſhall I not ſeriouſly improve it to ſuch 
a purpoſe ? Shall theſe thoughts leave no 
* impreſſion upon me? Do I breathe continu- 
© ally in this element of vanity, and yet for- 
get where I am, and remain inſenfible of 
© ſo near a change? Shall theſe thoughts 
© paſs away as a vaniſhing cloud, and di- 
© {till no ſoftening drops on my ſoul ? Shall 
the image of death, which meets me e- 
very where, be only like an appearing 
* ghoſt or phantaſm, that ſtartles and ſcares 
© a little, but is preſently gone, and no more 
© conlidered ? Oh! let me now remember 
to make God my friend, and ſecure an 
© intereſt in his eternal mercy, while the 
* daylaſts; yea, while my reaſon and un- 
< derſtanding are free, and not diſturbed 
and clouded by fear and pain, and the 
* diſorders of the body, as commonly they 
4 
« 
— 
J 


are in ſickxeſ5, if God ſhould vouchſate 


me that warning, which yet I may not pro- 
miſe of my ſelf to have, for I may be 
cut off by a ſudden ſtroke, before the end 


of this year I now begin *. 
And how greatand neceflary a work have 


I to do in ſo ſhort and ſo uncertain a porti- 
on of time ? Endleſs joy or miſery will be 
the conſequence of ſpending this preſent 


time. My ignorant ſoul mult be inſtructed, 


ONS 
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ons muſt be unlearnt, and ſinful cuſtoms 
changed, and powerful luſts mortify'd, and 


ſtrong temptations overcome, and many 


graces to be obtained, exerciſed, ſtrengthe- 


ned and preſerved, to pleaſe and ſerve, and 
glorify an holy, omnipreſent God, my ſo- 


vereign; and expreſs the thankfulneſs of 


of my heart and life to Chriſt my Saviour ; 
and is all this nothing ? Is not all my little 
haſty zimè too little for ſuch a 2v07k ? to pre- 
pare for a ſafe and comfortable death, in 
order to a blefled eternity? 


CR EE Ea eee 
S R o r. IV. 


Of the ſeeming difference - between ſo ma- 


ny years paſt, and the ſame number of 


gears to come. 


W HE N I look back on the preceeding 
5 


years of my life, how eaſi ly can I 
graſp them all at once? they are even as 


eſterda y when tis paſt. But ſo many years 


to come hath ſomething great and vaſt, 
which fills my thoughts, and affects my 
mind, after another manner. Such is the 


difference between paſt enjoyments, and 


the expectation of future. Let me n 
the 
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the ſame term and duration of years, and yet 
how different are my apprehenſions of what {| 
is paſt, and of what is yet to come! Things u 


* 4 
* 2 > EL 2 W 4 
— 
3 TP A EYRy+” —— 


paſt by a remembrance of ſome remarkable th, 
paſſages, when they happened, ſeem to be 2 
ee with me : but not knowing what may An 
happen in the ſame number of years to come, tho 
I have nothing whereon to fix my thoughts. as 
Or the reaſon of this difference may father pre. 


be, that men in this degenerate and neceſ- end 
ſitous ſtate (with unſatisfied deſires reaching as C 
after happineſs, and ſenfible nothing pre- am 

ſent can afford it, and knowing, by experi- 
ence, that nothing paſt could have done it) 
are eagerly defirous of felicity ; and be- 22 
cauſe we know not but what is to come may 
procure it, we hope it will; which makes and y 
the time ſeem long, by reaſon of our expect 
tation and defire of good. Whereas the fore- A 
ſight of evi, and the expectation of hat, 
ſome years hence, makes the time rather 
ſeem ſhort, and near at hand: ſo many 
years to come, in the expectation and deſire e li. 
of good, are long and tedious: ſuch Hop Je- | cor/7,; 
ferred makes the heart ſick, even though 'tis | of 72, 
of that ſort, as muſt needs fail our expec- | hours. 


tations. RS. 05 
Prepare me, Lord for what thy unerring I Hink 
counſel ſhall pleaſe to order, as to the re- life ; 


mainder of my time on earth; and ſuffer Þonths, 
me not to count upon a great number of It in ny; 
years to come, fince this, tor ought I know, e Expre 
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may be my laſt : Neither let me expect 
reſt and happineſs in this' world, which 
nothing temporal can afford. This is not 
the ſtate or ſeaſon, wherein, by any pro- 
miſe of God, I am encouraged to hope it. 


| And if ffzy or threeſtore years to come, be 
1 thought ſo great a matter, and really is ſo, 
» as to our {tay on earth; Oh! what ap- 
* | prehenfions ought I to admit concerning an 


endleſs everlaſting ſtate! eſpecially being 
[- as certain of the latter, after death, as -I 


8 am uncertain about the former; whether 
75 fo many years be yet to come before my 


| death. Let me not hereafter be ſo pre- 


I oſterous in my ſolicitude, cares, and 
IC” | fears, as to be anxious for to morrow, 
fl and yet be thoughtleſs of eternity. 

kes tf. ES 
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fire ITV little portion of our time on earth 
conſiaerea, by a computation of the life 
of man, from the number of years and 
hours. 


Hink, O my ſoul! how ſhort is that 
* Hhfe at longeſt, made up of years and 
r Þonths, and days; ſuch little parts and 
F et in number few. Well therefore may it 
now, N expreſs' d, as I find in Holy Writ, by 
may | B years 


i 
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wears of number; that is, ſuch as may ſoon 
be numbred. When a few years are come, 
ſaith ob, (a) (or the years of number, 
as in the original) I ſhall go to the way, 
whence I ſhall not return. By the years 
of an hireling, which were not above Free, 
Ja. 16. 14. we uſually compute threeſcore 
and ten years, to the life of man: Let 
me ſuppoſe fourſcore. The bed with moſt 
employs one half; and hardly oze in thirty 
doth reach the age of ſeventy years. And 
(b) they who live to ſuch an age, do yet 
complain how ſoon 'tis done. Ignorant 
childhood and heedleſs youth, and infirm: 
old age, may be ſuppoſed to take up a 
third part of that time. Incither of them 
very little of the great ends of life are 
anſwered. We ordinarily begin to reckon 
on our lives from our birth; whereas for 
a good while after, we know not whether 
we are alive or no, but are beholding to 
others to make the account for us. When 
we firſt come to the ſteady uſe of reaſon, 
or what we call the years of diſcretion ; 
how few are there, but from the prejudices 
of education, from the corruption of hu- 
man nature, from the- want of experience, 
from the infection of bad company, how 


UL __— — 


(a) 16. Jeb 22. 12. Exek. 16. Iz, 10. 19. 
b) Vinter Evening Conference, Conf, 1. 
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few, I ſay, but ſpend their younger years 
in thoſe Vi which afterwards they are 
aſhamed of, when experience hath taught 
them the wiſdom of men? How great a part 
of our remaining time is taken up in the ne- 
ceſſities of nature, about food and raiment, 
and in lawful cares, to ſupport the body ? 
And how much more than needs, in pam- 
pering, dreſſing and adorning it? Out of the 
ſmall remainder, how much is employed 


in the concerns of a family, and near relati- 


tions, in particular callings, in neceſſary civil 


buſineſs, and in getting, keeping or impro- 


ving an eſtate? Beſides all the time that is 
ſpent in recreations, viſits, unprofitable diſ- 
courſe, impertinent thoughts, journeys, ſick- 


neſs, and innumerable other occafions, ſome 


allowable, ſome unavoidable, and many 


needleſs ? After this, how little time remains 


wherein to cultivate and improve our minds, 
by languages, arts and ſciences, or the 
knowledge of a trade, &c. How litile 
then after all, may we ſay, is left for 
the matters of religion? for devotion to 
God, and ſerious preparation for another 
ü 

Alas How ſmall a number of years 
make up the life of man! and how ſmall a 
Portion of that, is employed about the prin- 
cipal buſineſs, for which we were born, and 
tor which we live? We divide time into paſt, 


preſent and future ; But the paſt isnot ours ; 
| B 2 the 
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the future is not yer, and' the preſent n0wW 
is paſt, e're the ſound be pronounced. And 
yet this is ali the time allotted us wherein 
to ſecure the bleſſedneſs of eternity. How 
many Hours more of our little time might 
be improved than commonly are by the beſt? 
In every year there are 8775 hours: If we 6 
allow the greateſt half for ſleep and neceſ- | 
ſary attendance on the body, and take but 
4000 hours for our work and buſineſs of 
conſequence ; how poor an account can 
moſt men give of all theſe 4000 hours in 
every year? Not one hour in ſever, not one 
in ren, is ordinarily devoted to God, and 
the purpoſes of religion. Should it not at- 
Het us, Feriouſly to confider this? Eſpecially 
if we remember, at what an vucertainty 
we are, how fmall a number of days and 
hours do yet remain. This year, this 
month, this week, this day or hour, may 
be my laſt. What an unſufpected accident 
or a ſudden diſeaſe may do, I know not: 
but this I know, that there is ſcarce any 
Zhing that hath not killed ſome body; an 
hair, a feather, a vapour, a breath hath done 
it z and when the apoſtle Zames asks the 
queſtion, Nhat is your life? He anſwers, I: 
7s even a vapour, that appeareth @ little 
hie, ana then vaniſheth away. 
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8 * C r. VI. 


Of the redemption of time, how precious 


and valuable a treaſure it is, and wilh 
be thought to be, when tis too late. 


1 S the life of man ſo ſhort and fleeting, 

our days on earth ſo few, and fo uncer- 
certain? How careful ſhould I be to manage 
. hour, endeavouring to match the 


ſawi tneſs of time by my celerity, and dili- 


gence to improve it? I can have no buſineſs 
of greater or of equal moment to mind, than 
to ſecure the happineſs of my. ſoul in ano- 


ther world. And ſhall I laviſh my time, 
and loſe my 8 about things unneceſſary? 
a 


What will all other buſineſs ſigniſie in the 
end, if this be neglected ? Is there any inte- 
reſt more weighty, that calleth me from 


ſuch work ? Is there any thing elſe that ſo 
well deſerves my time? that may be put 
into the ſcales, or weighed in a ballance a- 


. this ? Shall eternity, which compre- 
ends all time, have the leaſt ſhare of my 
time allotted for its concernments? How lit- 
tle a part of my time hath been hitherto em- 
ployed in ſuch work! How:reaſonable, how: 
neceſſary is it to redeem the little inch of 

2 tim e 
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time that yet remains, but haſtens to a pe- 
riod ? For as there is no covenant to be made 
with death, ſo no agreement for the ar- 
reſt and ſtay of time; it keeps its pace, whe- | 
ther I redeem and uſe it well or not. 
The greateſt part of our life is deſignedly 
employed to avoid death; we eat and drink, 
and fleep, and labour, and reſt, that we 
may not die; and yet even by theſe we . 


haſten to death. Every breath, every pulſe, 
every word leaves one leſs of the number, 


which God hath appointed me, and carries || 
away ſome ſands of the glaſs of me; and 
yet how little care is taken to employ it well? 
We ſeldom value it, till we can no longer 
uſe it to any advantage ; and though we 


know it can neither be retarded in its mo- 
tion, or recalled when paſt, yet of nothing 
are we more prodigal. Yea, how many Y 
complain of it as a burthen, and know not 5 
what to do with their time, are exceedingly _ 
at a loſs wherein to employ it, what to do be 


to be rid of it? But alas! how near is that 
change, when they ſhall think nothing too 
dear to dear to purchaſe ſome few grains 
of that ſand; which now ſeem too many, 


while they are 
glafs ? How fa 


loſt and ill-ſpent time ? How different an- 
opinion of its value ſhall we have on a fick- 
bed, or when our time and hope is gone ? 
How many weeks and days, and hours, 0 


4 


aſſing through their hour- 
will be the review of our. þ 


my 


ſtimes, feaſtings, inordinate care to adorn the 
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muy ſoul, have I trifled away in ſloth and 


idleneſs, in fooliſh mirth, and hurtful com- 


pany, in vain thoughts and impertinent dif- 
courſe, in exceſs of ſleep, and needleſs pa- 


body, or gratifie the ſenſual appetite ? All 
that which is paſt is irrecoverable ; and the 
little remainder flies apace. How quickly 
will it be gone ; how ſoon, how ſuddenly, 


may an unexpected ſtroke of death conclude 


it? And yet this is all the opportunity I ſhall 
ever have, to make mv peace with God, 
and prepare for the everlaiting world. 

Did we conſider it as we ought, we ſhould 
not fooliſhly throw away ſo much of it in 
trifles, and things impertinent, or what is 


worſe. How much more might we redeem 


* 


muc 


than commonly we do? To how much bet- 
ter 1 might we husband it? How 
more work might we do, were we 

never idle, or did not loyter ? We might 
walk far, did we not often ſtand ſtill, or go 
out of our way. We ſee it plainly by the 
2 and excellent effects of ſome mens in- 
uſtry in every age. Art hath found means 
to ſet ſpies and watches as it were on the ſor. 
that he cannot look out, but they take hold 
of his ſhadow, and force it to tell how far 
he is gone that day: And yet while we are 


curious in making time give a juſt account of 


it ſelf to us, how little do we confider the 
account of our time, which we muſt ſhortly 
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give to God? Oh! that ſuch a thought 
might effectually perſwade me to redeem it 
that 1 may not tarry till the end of time to 
know the worth of it ! Let me not underva- 
lue it, while tis given me to be uſed, that I 
may not eternally regret my folly, when 
time ſhall be no more. 
God calls me to diligence and labour; 
the work he calls me to is excellent, and 
the reward glorious; to know, and love, 
and ſerve, and obey him, in order to eternal 
lite ; and ſhall I yet be idle? Is this the uſe 
and end of all my time? And do ] know it, 
and believe it ? Do I indeed believe it ? and 
| _ delay and loyter, and waſt my precious 
ours in vanity? Am ] going into eternity, 
.entring into another world, and know that1 
muſt be in Heaven or Hell for ever; and have 
I time to throw away? Am] fit to die, and 
to appear before my judge, or am I not? 
Am I made meet for heaven, by pardoning 
mercy and ſanctifying grace ? Have I the 
earneſt of the ſpirit to witneſs and aſſure me 
of it ? Is my intereſt in the promiſe of eter- 
nal life as firm, and my evidence of it as 
clear, as it may be made? Am ] not confci- 
ous to my ſelf, that much of this neceſſary 
work is yet to be done? And ſhall ſuch an 
unprepared ſoul as mine, be careleſs and 
iadifferent how I ſpend my time? 


er. 
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ee eee 
| | Sz c a VE. 


Of the ordinances of heaven, day and night, 
ſummer and winter, ſeed-time aud Har- 
veſt ; their order aud ſucceſſion, eſtabliſp a 
by Goa, is the effect of 1njinite wi ſdom 
ana goodneſs. What they may teach us. 


| V Hen I confider the beginning of ano- 
: ther year, I: can 1 avoid re- 
flecting on its ſeveral parts, ſummer and: 


winter, ſpring and fall, day and night, and 


their alternate turns. This calls me to ob- 


ſerve, and admire his eternal power and 


godhead, wiſdom and truth, who is the 
gooey author of this admirable variety; who 
ath fixed the earth with his foot, and hang- 
ed it on nothing, and ſettled the luminaries. 
of heaven for excellent ends: The ſun torule- 
by aay, and the moon by night, thereby to 
diſtinguiſh times and. ſeaſons, to ſeparate 
day and night, winter and ſummer, and con- 
ſult the convenience of man and beaſt, by 
their due ſucceſſion. The day is thine, the: 
night alſo is thine, thou makeſt ſummer ans 
Winter, How wonderful is their order, 
beauty and conſtant courſe! that when the 
ſun. withdraws, and. the ſhadows of the: 
B 5 even- 
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evening cover the earth with darkneſs, to 
conclude the Zay ; the moon and ſtars ſup- 
Ply the place of the abſent ſun, during the 
a:ght: And that tho? they differ in length, 
yet gradually leſſen, till they are both | 
equal at the years end, and have made the 
ſame circuit? How excellent a work of God 
3s that quick ſucce ſſion to one another? The | 

ſuppoſition of a perpetual night, is a diſmal 
gloomy 7hought. O what will the everlaſting 
darkneſs of the infernal priſon be ! The ſun 
by day enlightens the earth, directs our 
motion, guides our way, governs our travail, 
ailiſts converſation, awakens induſtry, warms 
the earth, and air, gives life, and vigour, _ 
and fruitfulneſs to all things under the fun, 
and makes the whole inferiour creation to 
rejoice. An emblem of God's uniyerſal _ 
goodneſs, who is kind to all his creatures. _ 
How admirable is its luſtre ! how glorious | 
is its light ! how loudly doth it proclaim his 
wer and wiſdom ! who made this, and | 
the other lights of heaven, by his powerful 
word, and preſerves them hitherto by his 

daily providence, = 

It God be now ſo glorious, contemplated 
in his works, confidered in the luſtre of 
the created ſun, viewed only through the 
windows of ſenſe; how much more glori- 
ous will he appear hereafter, when we ſhall 
fee him tace to face, and nothing interpoſe 
berwixt us and his incomparable light! It 
mine 


1 ee a rs POR ae d W 
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mine eyes dazle to look upon the meridian 


Tun, in what inacceſſible /jzhr muſt he 
dwell, who is Father of lights? If this low- 
er world, the common receptacle of his 
friends and enemies, have ſo much of his 
glory vouchſafed them by the heavenly bo- 
dies; O what a place will Heaven be, where, 
ſhall be no {772 or moon, nor need of any, 
but rhe glory of God ſhall lighten it, ana 
be lamb be the light thereof „ 
While I thus confider the ſun, and the 
day, I muſt not think the i247 is uſeleſs, 
which diſcovers another part of the heavens, 
not. diſcernible by the day, vis. the ſtars 
and planets, refreſhing the earth, cooling 
the air, giving neceflary reſt to the crea- 
tures, Oc. Their order, motions, aſpects, 
oppoſitions, influences, are all uſeful and in- 
ſtructive. The agreeable mixtures of light 
and darkneſs, the regular ſucceſſion of day 
and night within a few hours, are exceed- 
ing wonderful, and advantagious. In other 
parts of the world, where the ſun beams 


are more direct, and its heat exceſſive, Ged 


has made amends by the length of the ig, 
(under the equinoctial line it is always 
twelve hours) and in the more northern 
parts. where the influence of the ſun is wea- 

er, the Jays are proportionably longer. So 
good is God to all his creatures, in all parts 
of the world. As the morning and evening 


_ anſwer to the day of twenty four hours; ſo 


doth 
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doth ſpring and autumn to the twelve months 
of the year, that we may not paſs immedi- 


ately from one extream to another, but gra- 


dually be diſpoſed for ſo great a change, as 
is between ſummer and winter, and winter 
and ſummer. So merciful and gracious, and 
infinitely wiſe is God, in all his works! ſo 
that we cannot ſay, one part of the year is 
more neceſſary than another. The w/7#er 
is as uſeful for the good of the univerſe, as 
the ſummer : In this we are ſupplied with 
what is neceffary to maintain us in Hat. 
And the admirable fituation of the ſun 
(moſt probably) in the center of the world 
ſeems much to contribute to it. If it had 
been at a farther diſtance from us, our earth 
would have been in a manner deſolate ; be- 
cauſe the influence of the ſun could not have 
been confiderable : and if it had been near- 


er, the ſtars above would have wanted. 


light, and this earth under been burnt up. 


The excellent order which it hath now o- 


beyed for above fix thouſand years, is alſo 
wonderful. The ſun never ſtood ſtill but 
once, and that by a niracle; tho' much in- 
ferior to that of its daily progreſs. What 


a ſubject is here to admire the power, good- 
neſs, wiſdom, and faithfulneſs of God? 
Lord] what is man! for whom thou doſt 
all this? And becauſe I find every year 
that the day dies into night, the ſummer 


into winter, and herbs and plants loſe their 
_ | beauty 


on TIME and ETERNITY. 37 


beauty and verdure, and ſhed their bloſſom 3 
may I not hence learn to conſider, and pre- 

pare for my own approaching change? In 
| | proſperity, health and eaſe, and life, to ex- 
pect, and make proviſion for trouble, fick- 
1 neſs, pain and death ? as every wiſe man in 
ſummer would do for winter; and work 
with all my might, wwh2/e it is called to day; 
while the light continues, becauſe the night. 
of darkneſs is at hand, when none can work, 
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- 
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1 Of evils to be expebted in this year; the 
ve <vi(dom and mercy of Goa, in concealing 
zr- | from us the knowleage of future events. 


[OT re few and uncertain, but evi 
likewiſe are the 4ays of the years of 
Wo NN wy /ife, may every one ſay, with the patri- 
but | arch Jacob. A ſufficient portion of evi for 
in- * year may well be expected, when our 
hat Lord tells us, there is a certain meaſure al- 
od- lotted for every day. Sufficient to the day 
od? ig the evil of it. Not only is our life ſhort, 
doſt but troubleſome, full of vexatious mixtures. 
fear We cannot fing a requiem to our ſouls, when 
mer one great calamity is paſt ; for we know not 
heir in this region of changes, but anorber, a 
auty | grea- 
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greater may be at hand. One meſſenger of 
ill news may ſucceed and out-do another, as 
it was with Zob. We come weeping into the 
world in a moſt helpleſs, forlorn ſtate ; and 
if we eſcape the dangers of [zfancy, and 
the caſualties of ch:/4hood ; and after that 
outlive the ſnares and follies of ., we 
are toſt upon the pikes of time and chance, 
and ſadden and diſquiet our ſelves with a 
thouſand griefs andſorrows by inevitable and | 
unexpected occaſions; though we encreaſe 
the number of needleſs cares, and fears, R 
and 4iſcontents; till at length a ſudden J 
=Ez 
c 


2 


ſtroke arreſts us, we fetch a groan, and die. 
Who can give a catalogue of the afflicti- 
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ons and calamities, perplexities and diſap- 1 
Pointments, incumbrances, crofles, and evil | _ 
accidents of human life ? By means whereof f 
millions are diſconſolate and ſad, mourn and i 
complain, weep and ſigh, and from day to _ 
| day are fed with the bread of affliftion, | 
2 ana the water of adverſity. Not to menti- Jy 
i | on mens flutuating reſtleſs thoughts of f 
1 heart, importunate deſires, baffled projects, ** 
| defeated purpoſes, which ſuppoſe or bring a 
=. vexation. A good ſhare of theſe is not to 4 : 
| | be avoided; and yet very few can be par- * 
1 ticu laß greſeen. Who could prognoſticate P. 
1 a year W the mercies, or the evils, which Ars 
; have happened ſince? publick and private, Y 
rſonal and relative, to the countries, cities, 8 
families and perſons we are concern'd for? 5 


And 
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And who can certainly foretel the events of 


this enſuing year? God hath intermixt good 
and evil in the life of man: He hath ſet 
proſperity againſt adverſity, ſaith Solomen, 
to the end, hat man ſpould find nothing af- 
ter him, Eccleſ. 7. 14. that he may not 


know what ſhall come next, whether a proſ- 


rous or a calamitous event. 

What a change may be made in a year by 
the meer cafualty of human events; by the 
treachery of friends, or the malice of ene- 
mies, or the more immediate hand of God! 
We know 107: what ſpall be on the morroav, 
much leſs what a twelve month may pro- 
duce. Becauſe whatever may be diſpoſed 


to happen, from natural cauſes or civil coun- 


cils, may be alterd by a particular decree 
of providence, . Prepare me Lord! and eve- 
ry of thoſe in whoſe felicity I more eſpecially 
take part, for all the calamities and ſorrows, 
thine infinite wiſdom ſhall think fit to exer- 
ciſe us with, this following year; and by 
thy merciful providence, ms gracious. con- 
duct, cauſe them ta work for good : fur- 
niſhing us with ſuitable ſtrength and wiſ- 
dom, to acquieſce in thy good pleaſure, and 
obey thy will. Let me follow thee, as the 


Father of the faithful, tho' I know not whe- 
ther thou wilt lead me. Knowing the wiſ- 


dom and faithfulneſs of my pilot, let me 
therein be ſatisfied, though I know not par- 
ticularly what courſe he. will ſteer. 

I thank 
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I thank thee, O Heavenly Farber ! that 
thou haſt reſerved the knowledge of future 
times and ſeaſons to thy ſelf, and Hd events 


from men; leſt by confidering them cer- 


rain, we ſhould preſume in caſe they are 
good; or ſhould deſpairingly afflict our 


| ſelves, by foreſeeing the eu we know to 
be inevitable. Did we certainly foreknow 


the good that would befall us, we ſhould 
not truſt in thee to bring it to 00s; or hear- 
tily implore thy care and conduct. Did we 
foreſee the evils we ſhall ſuffer, before they 
overtake us, we ſhould be overwhelmed. 
with diffidence and 4eſpair. Many a not her 
who rejoyceth at the birth of a ſon, would 
mourn to foreſee what a man, what a ſon 
he will prove. Such an increaſe of know- 
ledge would increaſe our ſorrow; ſuch a 


preſcience would tranſport and 1 


us, by anmſeaſonable joys and ſorrow, born 
out of time; and weaken our dependance. 


on thine own unerring wiſdom, truth and 
power... _ FORT PILE. 
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SE 4 ,,² 1s; 


The ſuppoſition of dying this year, ſnould 
be improved; the conſequence of redeem- 
ing time, and providing for eternity far- 
ther preſt. The folly of elder perſons is. 
congemned and check d from the example 
of children. *Tis adviſable to familia- 
rie the thoughts of death, and to i ma- 
gine before-hand, what apprehenſions of 
things we ſhall then have. 


H E longeſt life is but a Jay multiplied ;, - 

-; +: and w_ can certify, or aſſure me, 
which will be my Jaſt? He only, who was 
God as well as man, could ſay, Mine hour 
7s not yet come. Ils all my life given me to 
reſolve this queſtion, Whether I ſhall be 
in heaven or hell for ever? And have I 


any time to loſe, and ſquander away, as 


ſuperfluous ? have I any more than needs ? 
"Tis no impoſſible, or unreaſonable ſuppo- 
fition to make, that I may die this year. 
Let me admit that thought, and imagine 
my ſelf ona bed of fickneſs, wearied with. 
pain, and ready to leave this world; the 
phyſicians gone, deſpairing of my recovery; 
my friends about me weeping ; and all things 


— 


r F 


1 * 
5 — 


OO PO l — _—_ : 
—— EC EI * 2 2 0 - 6 << — 
„ — — 3 4 
Ko Re ht ok * K 1 
x — 4 OA 2 r a * wa, 
4 2 2 2 a 8 . * Py F — 
— — — - — > — — . - — 
mm _ * — a — 1 9 * * — — 9 — 
ü N 5 = — K on N — 
_ * "_— * = 


—ͤ— . — — 
n n 
— wv. = wwe 
2 2 8 — — 23 
. E - « 
_ - — — 

* * * 
3 — . 


n 


— — r 
8 — 

- * 89 = — 
18 __ 7 


42 OJerious REFLECTIONS 


in a doleful melancholy poſture, ſuited to 
ſuch a ſtate; feeling within my ſelf the pre- 
ſages of death, expecting the final ſtroke, in 
an hour or two more, what is then the va- 
lue of ſenſual pleaſures? Can I then reliſh 


or ſavour them? What then is honour to ne, 


who ſhall never go abroad more to receive 
it, 'till carried to my grave? Will it hen 
comfort me to have lived in reputation, and 
applauſe, if my heart was not humble un- 
der it, and the honour of God promoted 
by it? Can riches and a great eſtate ſupport 
me, when Jam juſt packing up, for a re- 
moval to the other world? In that hour 
will it be any ſatisfaction, to have made a 
ir and noiſe for a few years upon earth, to 
be talk'd of for a while longer than other 


men? Are theſe the things my dying 


thoughts will be moſt concerned to retlec 


on? | 


Theſe dignities, pleaſures, and poſſeſſions 
offered to a dying man, would rather up- 
braid than tempt him; they come too late, 
as a prince's pardon to a man whoſe head is 
off. Die I muſt, and appear before my 


Judge to anſwer for all that I have received, 


and done in the body. Fool that I was, 
(ſhall I then too juſtly ſay to my ſelf,) not 
to have conſidered this much ſooner ! not 


to have provided for it at a much better 


rate ! my fins ſtare me in the face, my con- 


ſcience tells me I am not ready for ſuch a 
trial: 
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trial: I have lived a ſtranger to ſuch thoughts 
as now I cannot refuſe, and which ſhould 
But if to ſuch 
a ſtate any hope of mercy may be granted, 
(tho' it be unſpeakably little) yet I cannot 
promiſe my ſelf any ſuch warning by ſick- 

The /eeping virgins were called at 
1714night, and ſo may I. Where can I pitch 


my tents on earth, to be ſecure againſt a 


ſudden remove? 8 
Lord ! make theſe thoughts effectual to 


prevent my loſs of precious time, which at 


ſuch a ſeaſon, will be eſteemed precious, 
tho' now it be not. O how ſ*vif7, how ſhort 
is my time of trial, in order to eternity! 


how difficult, how important a work is it to 


Prepare for an ever/aſting ſtate ! What is 
all this world, how little, how meer a no- 
thing, to a departing ſoul ? And ſhall I, after 
ſuch reflections, continue to purſue ſhadows, 
and - pleaſe my ſelf with empty dreams? 
when being ſo near my final judgment, the 
common wiſdom of a man requires me to 
mind it in good earneſt ; and be more ſoli- 
citous about it than for any thing temporal? 
O in what manner will geath open my eyes, 
by ſhutting the windows of lenke Hcw ſhall 
1 then ſee the nothingneſs of what is but 
temporal, and the reality of what is eter- 
nat? | | | 

We ſometimes laugh to ſee the vanity of 
little children, who are greatly * 
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with painted toys, and bufily employed a- 
bout trifles. Ir extorts a ſmile to ſee them 
eager and induſtrious, and mightily concer- 
ned in their childiſh ſports; to ſee them figh 


or weep for little things which we deſpiſe; 


to obſerve with what ſolicitude and care 


they'll raiſe a little fabrick, which three 


moments after they themſelves pull down, 
cr would Ke kay tumble of its own ac- 
cord. We laugh at theſe, but ſhould weep 
over our ſelves, as the greater and elder 
Fools; who are every whit as filly, yea, in- 


finitely more; that conſidering we know the 
frailty of our preſent life, and can look Be- 


yond the grave to another world, ſhould 
yet miſpend our precious time on things 
which cannot profit ; and pleaſe our ſelves 
with what is 5 

ſtate; and ſuffer our paſſions to work with 
violence, for a thing of nought : and our 


greateſt diligence, care, and zeal, to be ex- 


erciſed on things impertinent and vain ; that 


are periſhing in themſelves and can contri- 


bute nothing to our eternal welfare? And is 


it not thus, with reference to all. that men. 


toil and labour for, with the neglect of an 
1mmortal ſtate ? | | 
The voluptuous Sadducee will not refuſe 


the preſent gratification of his ſenſual ap- 


petite, becauſe he is uncertain of another 


day. 


20 41e, Should not the ſame motive quick- 
; en. 


o unſuitable. to our age and 


Zet us eat and drink, for to morrow 
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en my diligence in a better work ? and 
becauſe my Lord may come (ſuddenly as a 
thief in the night, immediately prepare to 
meet him ? Let me now therefore, O m 

ſoul! look forward to the end of life and 
time! and ſo let me eſteem, and ſeek, and 
chooſe and do every thing in the firſt Place, 
which then I ſhall wiſh I had. Let me do 
nothing now which I verily believe I ſhall 


then be aſhamed, or ſorry to refle& on ; that 
by thinking what a condition I ſhall then 


wiſh to. have my ſoul in, I may now pro- 
vide my ſelf much better than I have done 
hitherto. 'That while I am in the greateſt 
probability of living, I may ſuppoſe my 
change to be near, and ſo not dare to do 
any thing, but what I would or might do, if 
I were in the preſent expectation of death. 
To this end, let me go down to the porrers- 
houſe, deſcend to the conſideration of my 
mortality, and dwell among the tombs ; 
remembring the Zy#71ans built themſelves 
better tombs than houſes, becauſe they were 
to dwell longer in them. Let every night's 
repoſe, ſerve me as a memorial of my la 
ſleep ! and let my bed ſtand for the model 
of my cen This is the only way, to be 
dead to this world ; to be able to judge of 
things now, as we ſhall do after death, ac- 
cording to immutable, eternal truth. 
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rr rb 
Sn r. 


The brevity of life conſidered as the fruit 


F ſin. There are but three ways of lea- 
ving this world, as Abel, Adam, Enoch. 


A ailigent improvement of time farther 


preſs d; and the neglect of it bewailed. 
T. H E ſhortning of our days is the fruit 


of fin : All the fuuerals that have ever | 
been in the world, have been cauſed by fin. | 


We die becauſe we have ſinned, and yet 
we ſhould not fin as now, if this were not 
forgot, that we muſt die. From the firſt 
tranſgreſſion of Adam we derive our death; 
and therefore ſome of his poſterity lived lon- 
ger than he. Which proves that the length- 
ning of our days is a peculiar git of God; 
and yet tis ſuch a gift as was more defired 
formerly, than ſince the appearance of Chriſt: 
For we read of none in the new teſtament, 


fince Iiſe and immortality is brought to light 


by the goſpel, who defired a long continu- 
ance here on earth. Bo, 

Were we delivered from ſin, the ſting of 
death, by having made our peace with God 
in the blood of Jeſus, death would not be 
frightful, or put on ſuch a ghaſtly-vizor, as 
to moſt it doth. But we are uncertain of our 
Juſtification, we waver between hopes and 
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ſcious to ourſelves, that we are 707 | 
our great account. This makes ws 7 
terrible. Conſidering withal that it is inevi- 
table; the way of living. For tho' the 
curſe be removed, and the ſting be taken out 
by our bleſſed ſaviour; ſo that the ſou⁰, of 
believers are ſafe, and ſhall not be touch'd 
by theſecorzd death; yet God hath not ta- 
ken away the ſtroke of it from the bod 
Tho' a chriſtian is aſſured of deve N 
from Hell, he is not exempted from the 
9 as his paſſage to heaven. 
repare me, Lora, by the fr 7 
of all my fins, and ks me — for che 
bleſſed inheritance, by ſanctifying grace; 
and then thy time is beſt: Thy holy will be 
done : No matter then, whether my death 
be violent, or what we call natural. It 
will be one of the revo, for 1 can't expect to 
be tranſlated by a miraculous change, as 
holy Enoch was; and as they ſhall be who 
ſhall be found alive in the world, when 
our glorious judge ſhall come again. : There 
are but thoſe The ways of leaving earth; 
and the three firſt men, of whoſe departure 
we read inſcripture, are inſtances of all three 
Abel of a violent death, Adam of a natural 
one, and Enoch of a tranſlation. The va- 
riety and order of their departure as one 
obſerves, is very admirable, and deſerves to 
be conſidered. For all mankind muſt follow 
one or otherof thoſe hee examples. Every 


man or woman, that is born into the world, 
I 


muſt leave it by one of theſe zhree ways; 
RT 
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either be cut off by a violent death, as Abe? 
the firſt man who died; or die a natural 
Aeath, as Adam did, who was the ſecond ; 
or be tranſlated, as Enoch, who was the 
third we read of. | 
But though I know, that within a few 
years at fartheſt, I muſt leave this world 
by one or other of theſe ways; though I 
have been dying ever ſince I began to live 
am dead to the laſt year, and to all the 
preceeding portions of my time; and know 
withal, that what remains will quickly paſs 
and be gone after the ſame manner; yet how 
have I over-loved this body, as if I ſhould 
never live out of it! and ſet my heart and 
affections on this world, as if J ſhould ne- 
ver remove to another! and trifled away 
my precious time and life, as if a change 
would never come ! | 
That e do ſeriouſly admit ſuch thoughts 
is too evident, by the general courſe and 
22 of their lives. For to what hazards. 
o men expoſe themſelves? What pains 
will they take ? What inconveniences will 
they bear? With what unwearied induſtry 
will they toyl and labour, to get a little 
money or honour in this world, tho' they 
know not but they may be called out of it, 
before the end of this year? And yet the 
ſame perſons are remiſs and ſlothful about a 
future life, negligent and unconcerned a- 
bout an eternal ſtate; careleſs and indiffe- 
hs rent, 
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rent, yea, ſottiſhly ſtupid about the welfare 
10 Henceforward, O 


of their immortal ſouls. 
my ſoul! Whatever others do, let me re- 
ſolve to live in the expectation of a change, 


which I know is certain, and may be very 


near. | „ 
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Of the expeCtation of another life. The va- 
nity and miſery of man in his beſt eſtate, 
if there be none. The ſatisfattory remo- 

wal of that ſuppoſition, by the thoughts 
of God, and i# eternal felicity, i his 
bleſſed preſence. 


8 E T me retire a little, O my Soul and 

bethink my ſelf, what a world this 
is; what men deſign and ſeek, and do and 
ſuffer ; with what falſe and feigned joys 
they are pleaſed, being only happy by com- 
pariſon; and with what real ſorrows they 
are afflicted; what innumerable diſappoint- 
ments, ſickneſſes, (and as troubleſome re- 
medies,) dangers, labours, pains, and ca- 
lamities of all ſorts, multitudes groan under, 
ind loudly complain of? And what little 
unworthy ends are purſued by all that do 
ot ſeriouſly ſeek cternal reſt? And how 
ten fruſtrated ? And withal conſider the 
© cares 
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cares that diſquiet us, the errors that de- 
ceive us, the many temptations that aſſault 
and overcome us; how buſy we are about 
vanities; how aften dejected, and me- 
lancholy fur the breaking of a bubble ; 
how eaſy and induſtrious to purſue a ſha- 
dow; active and in earneſt to deſtro 

our ſelves, and one another; and then refle 
on the malice and cruelty, the filthineſs 
and impiety, and great corruption, which 
abounds every where; whereby God is diſ- 
honoured, and provok'd to anger! After 

this, what a theatre of z7agedies muſt this | 
world appear! What an tal of fick and 
diſeaſed, or rather diſtracted Perſons! How 
ſhould I be tempted to ſay, Lora why ha 

thou mage all anen in vain? In vain indeed, 
if I could not look from this ſea of troubles, . | 
to the haven of reſt ; from this dark priſon, 
to the region of light; from this deceitful, 
troubleſome, and defiling eareb, to a bleſſed, 
everlaſting Heaven; tor verily, if there be 
no world but this, every mam im his beſt eſtate 
in this world 7s altogether vanity, Selah. | 
Pſal. 39. 5. Tis a certain undoubted truth, 
the prefixed verily tells us fo; and that it 


deſerves to be well conſidered, we learn from 


the concluding Selab, every man 1s vanity. 
Not the inferior parts of the creation only; 
but am the lord of all: and every mas, 
every Adam from himſelf, to the laſt _ 
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that ſhall by ordinary generation deſcend 


from him. Not the ignorant, poor, or wicked 


only, but 4/ / the individuals of this ſpecies. 
Young or old, ſtrong or weak, beautiful or de- 
formed, rich or poor, high or low, good or bad, 


(in reſpect of the body, and this preſent life) 


every one is vanity; and this is true, ſuppoſe 
him in his beſt eſtate; not only in helpleſs 
infancy and childhood, or in decrepit old 
age : not only in pain and poverty, and diſ- 
grace ;but in his moſtſettled, moſtflouriſhing, 
moſt enviedand admiredconditionuponearth; 
in the midſt of ſtrength and wit, and honour; 
when at beſt, as to body, and mind, and 
outward circumſtances ; when he looks fair- 
eſt ; when he ſhines brighteſt ; in the height 
of all his glory, with the greateſt likelihood 
of a continuance z yet zher he is but vanity, 
in his frame, in histemper, conſtitution, in- 
clinations, actions, and employment; he is 
a meer ſhadow, an empty, mutable, incon- 
ſiderable thing, and not to be accounted 
of. His heart, his head, his imaginations, 
reaſonings, defires, purpoſes, 3 ho 
altogether 


vanity, in all the parts and kinds, and parti- 
3 culars of it. He not only 22ay be, but he 


75ſ% %, in his beſt eſtate; if this world be his 


beſt, if this be our 477, and nothing more to 
be expected after death. | ED 
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And how ſhould ſuch a reflection ſtrike 
me to the heart, to ſuppoſe that after a few 
years are ended, I muſt return to my firſt 
nothing, and my very being be (*) ſwal- 
low'd up of eternal death! What ſatisfacti- 
on can I then take in any preſent enjoyments, 
if an eternal annihilation be at had, when 
I muſt bid adieu for ever to all that I now 
poſſeſs ? What delight can I have in the or- 
dinary comforts of life, with this belief, 
that within a year or two, it may be to mor- 
row, I ſhall fink into the duſt, and exiſt no 
more ? What pleaſure in any thing with this 
diſmal expectation? The more flouriſhing my 
condition is in this world, the more ſhould 
I dread to loſe it, if nothing better, nothing 
at all, can be enjoyed after death. Some 
philoſophers have ignorantly urged ſuch a a 
confideration as an antidotèe againſt the fear 
of death; but the admiſſion of it may ra- 
ther deprive a man of all the comfort of life. 
What then is the advantage of a wiſe man 
above a fool? The exerciſe and improve- 
ment of our nobleſt faculties would render 
us more miſerable than others, if nothing 
be expected, and certain, when this life is 
over. Not only ſenſual, but intellectual 

leaſures would be diſturbed and deftroy'd 

by ſuch thoughts; that very ſhortly, the 


— 


{*) Vid. Mr, How's ant, 'y fan as Aort al, 1 
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the next year, or day, I muſt diſappear; 
and all my enjoyments and hopes be utter- 
ly and for ever loſt, with my very being. 
Were the caſe thus, (which ſuch con- 
ſequences evince it is not), it were better 
for moſt men they had never been born ; 
whether their condition here be proſperous, 
or afflicted. For what comfort or quiet can 
any man have in plenty and proſperity, 
when this frightful apprehenſion of an ap- 
proaching end is ever 13 And what 
conſolation can it yield a man, who is at- 
flicted and calamitous, and yet loves his 
life above all things ; to think that he ſhall 


not ceaſe to be ni erable, but by ceaſing to 


Ze? And what is become of all religion, if 
ſuch a thought be entertained ? All devoti- 
on to God is thereby extinguiſhed, all the 
reſtraints of voice removed, the flood- gates 
of impiety opened, the encouragements of 
virtue, the rewards of holineſs, the foun- 
dation of tribulation, and ſuffering for righ- 
teouſneſs ſake, all at once taken away. 
Lord ! confirm my belief of the inviſible fu- 
ture ſtate of rewards and puniſhments! and- 
let not ſaguciſiu and injidelity damp my 
zeal in thy ſervice, or rob me of the comforts 
of this life, which if I had any ſolid ones 
muſt ſuppoſe the hopes of a Better. 

Let others therefore, O ny Soul! who 
expect not an everlaſting heaven beyond the 
grave, place their affections on earthly 
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things, and mind this world, as if there 


were no better, no other. Let them who 
doubt or disbelieve the promiſed rewards of 
eternity, take up with x! var they muſt ſhort- 
ly leave, and labour for the bread that pe- 
riſheth. But fince I profeſs to believe and 


ſeek the Jie * ; let me daily en- 
tertain my ſelf with the hopes of it. And 


let all the flattering dreams cf what is deſi- 


rable upon earth, give place to nobler and 
better thoughts. Let me derive my princi- 
pal joyfrom the promiſe and expectation of 
that future felicity, and endeavour nothing 
more than a meetneſs to partake of it. O ny 
Goa, my God! thou art my life, and joy, 
and portion; in thee, and in thy love, all 
my defires and hopes are anſwered, and all 
my wants ſupplied. However ev// this world 
3s made by fin, yet thou art the infinite and 
ſupreamgood. How mutable, how uncertain, 
howperiſhing ſoever are all ſublunary things; 
yet thou art the rock of ages, the fountain of 
everlaſting life, and haſt appointed another 
world, and another life, when this is ended, 
wherein thou wilt be better known, and loved, 
and ſerved, and honoured, and communicate 
thy ſelf more abundantly than now, to thoſe, 


the defire of whoſe ſouls is towards thee, 


that believe and love thee, that partake of 
thine image, and are devoted to thy fear. 
The aflurance of this and nothing elſe, will 


anſwer the objection, of the preſent vanity 
SECT, 
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The conſideration ofthe death of othets, eſ- 
pecially of relations, friends, aud ac- 
quaintance, how to be improved. What 
tuſtructions we may learn by the fight of 
a dead carcaſs, or a death's head; an 
the uſual Motto on it: And what by the 
death of holy perſons, to quicken our de- 
fires te be as they. 


ATH divine patience added one year 
more to the number of my days, when 
ſo many othets were removed by death the 
Zaft year? Others, whom a few Months 
fince I knew in vigorous health 1 wiſer, 
ſtronger, more likely to live, and to anſwer 
the ends of life, than me; ſome ef them 
my near relations, and uſeful friends, in 
whoſe converſation I took delight, and pro- 
miſed my ſelf advantage by their compa- 
ny, and examples; but they are taken and 
I am left. Ty holy will, O Lord! 75 
done : And they who were prepared, are 
infinite gainers by this my loſs. Quicken 
my preparations, by following their piety, 
to meet them in thy heavefily Kingdom. 
to Re- 
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pentance; and ſuffer me not to ſlight ar 
warning by the death of others, to ex 
my o. Tord cure my earthly-minded- 
neſs, and practical unbelief; and by all 
ſuch admonitions of thy providence, teach 
me to poſſeſs, and uſe this world, as know- 
ing I muſt ſhortly leave it; and let not 
the thoughts of my mortality wear off, as 
ſoon as the funeral of my 3 is over. 
Every year ſome or other of our acquai n- 
zance drop into the Grave, we attend them 
thither, and lament, it may be, for a few 
days, their departure and removal; but 
conſider not, that others will e're it be 
long do the ſame for us; it may be before 
this year is ended. Oh! how ſoon do we 


forget our deceaſed friends, and our ſelves, 
! and count upon a 


who are likewiſe dyirlf 
long life, which we cannot reaſonably ex- 
pect; and hug the enjoyments of this tran- 
fitory world, as if our preſent ſtate would 


Jaſt for for ever! Will nothing but our own 


diſſolution, effectually convince us of our 


miſtake, and folly, in this particular ? 


> Though the arrows of death fly continu- 


ally round about us; ſometimes over our 
Heads, when ſuperiors are taken away 
ſometimes fall at our feet, when children 
and ſervants, and inferiors die; ſometimes 
on our left hand, when an enemy is cut 
off ; and while I am pleaſed with that, 
in that very hour, it may be, -another ar- 

row 
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row on our right hand ſtrikes the friend of 


our boſom and delight. And can we ſee 
all this, that great and ſmall, high and 
low, friends and foes, are all vanity, and 
drop down dead round about us; and ſhall 
we not conſider, that wwe are as vain as 
they, and muſt ſhortly follow ? ſhall we not by 
a Chriſtian chymiſtry, extract ſpirits out of 
theſe dead bones? and by chele examples 
learn zhe end of all men, and lay it to heart? 
Whenever I ſee the funeral of another, 
let me think thus with my ſelf; why might 
not I have been that man or woman, that 
b now e to * rave? if we had 
een compared a few days ſince, tis pro- 
bable I ſhould have e, thought as Ake. 
ly to have been his zuonitor, by dying firſt, 
as he mine. By ſuch an improvement of 
theſe warnings, the requeſt of the rich man 


to Abraham was in great meaſure grant- 


ed; for tis a call from the dead that ſpeaks 
loudly to conſider our ſelves, and prepare 
in time for ſo great a change: and ſay, as 


the prophet to H-zekiah, ſer thine houſe 


in order, for thou fhalt die. 
Can we look upon a 4eath's head, and. 


not remember what we ſhall ſhortly be? 
may not much be learn'd from its common 
Motto? Sum quod eris, fueramque quod es. 


Jam that which thou ſbalt ſhortly be, and 


have been that which thou art now : That 


is, I have been as gay and jocund, as brisk. 
| N * © - and 
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and merry, as rune and vain, as rich and 
great, as careleſs and ſecure, as honourable 
"1 and as much efteemed, as beautiful and as 


well beloved, as witty and as learned, as 
bon art or canft be now. I valued my felf 
as much upon my eftate, and trade, and 


health, and beauty, upon my education, pro- 
feſſion, employments, parts, friends, fami- 
; Sc. as thou haſt ever done, or canſt 
o: I lived in cafe and pleaſure, in mirth 
and jollity; I minded the world as much, 
and indulged my ſelf as much in fenſuality, 
and was as careful of my body, pampered 
and pleaſed my fleſh, as much as zhon; and 
thought as little of a ſudden death, and pre- 
pared as little for ſuch a change, as thou doſt: 
But now my 2 bones are look'd upon with 
contempt and ſcorn, but thou ſhall ſhortly 
return to duſt, and be as vile as I am. 

It cannot but affect us, did we conſider it, 

to fee divers fnatch'd away in their youzh, t 

and outward proſperity; and in the midſt 2 

of their /in and folly, without any viſible | E 

© 

th 


ſigns of true repentance: or in terrible an- 
guiſh and horror for their paſt crimes: and 
yet how few do take the warning, carefully ö 
to prevent the- like unhappineſs! O FA 
v8 Lora, preſerve thoſe ſtrong convictious, th 
| BY thoſe Ferious zhonghts, thoſe holy re- de 
=s 8 thofe lively apprehenſions of the ma 
lte to come, of the evil of fin, and the Pil 
terrors of thy wrath, which the ſight of dy- 
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ing perſons hath at any time awakened in my 
foul ! O the elognence of a dying ſinner, to 


rſuade to repentatice ! even when he hath 


olt his ſpeech, and lies gaſping, and trem- 
bling, on a bed of fickneſs ; breathing out 
his laft faint breath, and paffing into the o- 
ther world, to anſwer for the crimes and fol- 
lies of a wicked life: Zord! revive theſe 
thoughts upon my ſoul, and let me feet the 
power and influence of them, in the hour of 


temptation, and in ray 


time of need; and 
let the Conſideration of the death of heli 


vers, the Hleſſeaueſs they are thereby emted 
into, and the Hhappineſꝭ they are poſſeſſed ot, 
quicken my defires and diligence to prepare 


to follow. When I think where they 


are, and 


what they are doing, what is their work and 
what their ftate, what their contirual em- 
loyment, and what their enjoyments, and 
Los different from ours; I cannot but wiſh 
to be with them, to be as they are and do 


as they do; to know and love, and praiſe 


God as they. They are not hindred by ſuch 
a clog as this body is to us; or tempted by 


their ſenſes, appetite and. fancy, to fin a- 


1 him: They complain not of —— 
e 


ſh, unruly paſſions, low and difordere 


thoughts; of temporal afflictions, ſpiritual 


deſertions, the ſnares of the world, and the 
malice and ſubtilty of the devil: VMe, who are 
pilgrims and travellers, ere expoſed to theſe 
difficulties. and ſtorms which Hey are freed 


from. 
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from. They are now rejoicing in the light 
of God's countenance, and ſhall never que- 


ſtion his love more, while we are in tears 


and ſorrows, groaning to be delivered. 
But think, O ny ſoul ! that They were 


lately ſuch as Ve are now. They were 


members of the militant church, before they 
entred into joy and triumph. They Had 
their conflict and difficulties, their hour of 
temptation, and time of trial, as we have 
ours. They were ſlandered, and perſecuted, 
and ſadned, and diſappointed as their fol- 
lowers are. They went to heaven the ſame 


way, and got the victory after the ſame 
manner, by repentance and faith, and hum- 


ble perſevering obedience. They were once 
imperfect as we are now; and complained 


of the body of fin and death, and ſtrugglings 


of unmortified luſt, as we do: And were 


ſometimes in the dark about their intereſt 
in the promiſe, and walked heavily by the 
hiding of God's face, and endured tempta- 
tion, even as we, And as we have nothing 
to do, or ſuffer, but what they met with, 
we have the fame encouragement that ad- 
miniſtred to their ſupport ; the ſame God 
and Saviour, the ſame way and rule, the 
fame aſſiſtance, by the aids of his holy ſpirit, 
offered to us; the ſame promiſes, and the 
ſame rewards propoſed, which they enjoyed, 
firſt in faith and hope, and afterwards in 
fruition. Lea, they paſſed through the dark 

85 valley, 
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valley, and ſo muſt we: Their earthly taberna- 
cle was diſſolved, and ſo muſt ours be. We 
muſt expect to go the [ame way to reſt and 
glory, and wait God's time for our admiſſion. 


We muſt finiſh firſt the work which God 


hath for us to do and ſuffer, and then all 
tears ſhall be wiped from our eyes; we ſhall 
grieve no more, we ſhall ſin no more, but be 
as the angels in heaven, or as the ſpirits of 
the juſt made perfect. | 
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What influence the conſideration of eternity 


aol have upon our hearts and lives, if 
ſoundly believed aud conſidered ; eſpeci- 
ally, if the ſuppoſition of dying this year 
be annexed to it. 


With what humility,mortification,andſelf- 
denial;with what ſeriouſneſs, watchful- 
neſs, and reſolved conſtancy, would every 
chriſtian live on earth, did he act always un- 
der the influence and power of a — 
faith, concerning the life to come? We ſhould 
not then grudge a little labour, or boggle 
at a few difficulties in our way. What tho? 
meet with injuries and affronts, hardſhips - 
and inconveniences, being now in a foreign - 
country 
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country, and every day I live,one day's jour- 


ney nearer my eternal home ! Shall I not 
tiently bear momentary forrows, while I 
elieve I am haſtening to eternal joy? Did 
look more to the ever/aſting world, ſhould 
not J make the pleaſing of God, in order to 
my eternal welfare, the great bufineſs of my 
life? Should I not ſerve the Lord with more 
fervency of ſpirit, and be better fortified a- 
ainſt the fears of man, who can but hurt 
and kill the So4y, nor 74:7 neither, without 
the permiſſion of God ? Should I not order 
all my affairs, anfwer all temptations, mor- 
tify inward luſts, live in the exerciſe of grace, 
and in circumfpect perſevering in obedience, 
in order to it? Should I not watch more over 
myheart,and lips, and ways, be more diligent 
to trim my lamps, more crucified to this 
world, more careful to call my ſelf frequently 
to an account, and renew my repentance ?. 
Would not my converſation be more uſefuland 
edifying, my diſcourſes more ſavory and full 
of religion, my prayers to God more hum- 
ble and earneſt, my charity to men more un- 
feigned and extenfive, and my preparations 
every way more ſuitable to fuch a faith and 
to ſuch apprehenſions of an everlaſting ſtate? 
Could we carry the thoughts of erernity a- 
bout with us every day, and often admit 
them in our civil and ſecular affairs; did we 
repeat it frequently to our ſelves, at leaſt 


every morning, as ſoon as. we are awake, 
85 2 | that 
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that we are near eternity; this grain of in- 
cenſe would perfume the whole temple, 
and be an antidote againſt inward luſt, an 
impure thoughts, againſt the infection and 
defilement of bad company, and the ſaares of 
worldly buſineſs, and do much to prevent 
vain and ſenſual actions, and to cure vain af- 
fections. 

Did we believe it, and believe it near, 
ſhould we not take as much pains to ſecure 
eternal life, as we ſee men do to get riches? 
Should we not uſe the fame diligence, care, 
and circumſpection, the ſame prudent fore- 
fight, watchfulnefs, and perſeverance, to 
prevent everlaſting deſtruction, as others do 
to provide againſt poverty, and to live in 
plenty a little while on earth? Should we 
not rejoyce as much in the promiſe and ho 
of it, as others do in the prolpect and expecta- 
tion of {ome earthly advantage ? Lord! 1 
confeſs and bewail the weakuely of my faith, 
How often have I concluded, and ſaid, that 
heaven alone is the place of happineſs, and 
yet my carnal heart is too much affected 
with earthly things! how often have I re- 
ſolved, (pom the conviction the certainty 
of the eternal ⁊vorld,) to mid thisleſs, and 
to affect and ſeek it no more as I have done ! 
and yet my fooliſh heart is hankering after 
it ſtill, O crucity my affections to things 
below ! and letthe believing thoughts of the 


next life, render me victorious over all the 
tempta- 
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temptations of his. Pardon and cure the 
ſtaggering trembling Thoughts of an unbe- 
heving Heart, by greater meaſures of a live- 
ly Faith. That my defires may be ſtrong 
and urgent, and my diligence and ſtedfaſt- 
neſs in the way of truth, be ſome way cor- 
refpondent to this important article, Let 


me live only for ezernity, hope for nothing 


but eternity, defign and intend nothing as 
my chief end, but eternity, and ſeek and 


mind nothing in comparifon with erer- 


nity! Did we believe ir, how would every 


thing in this world be look'd upon as eli- 


gible, or fit to be refuſed, as it is like to be 


an Help, or an hindrance, with reference to 


eternity! we ſhould then endeavour to do 
nothing unbecoming ſuch an expectation. 
Confidering this world as our paſſage, and 
the invifible future world as our abiding 
country, where we are to dwell for ever; 
whatever we meet with Here, whether ſweet 
or bitter, eaſy or troubleſome, :-:4fing or 
ungrateful, we ſhould not much matter, but 
as it relates to hereafter. _ 

And were | certain I ſhould have no longer 
time of trial in order to this eternal ſtate, 
than his one year, which is now begun: If 
a meſſenger from God ſhould convincingly 
aſſure me of it; what would I not do to pre- 
pare for Jeath, and ſecure the intereſts of 
eternity? With what remorſe and deep re- 
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Fentance ſhould I reflect on the follies of my 
paſt life? With what importunate cries 
ſhould I beg forgiveneſs? How patiently 
ſhould I bear calamity, for ſo ſhort a time? 
How little ſhould I value the favours or frowns 
of men? How circumſpect to improve ever 
ſeaſon of doing and receiving good ? How 
careful to avoid remptation, and how reſo- 
lute in reſiſting it? Did I verily believe I had 
no longer time to live on earth, than 2575 
ohe year at moſt; how inſi pid would be the 
offer of carnal mirth, vain paſtime, ſenfual 
diverſions, idle company, &c? How ſhould 
J value every hour, every inch of my little 
lime, under the apprehenſion that erernity 
is at hand? O my Soul! ſhall I make no 
proviſion againſt the poſſibility of ſuch a 
caſe ? Is not my change as certain as if it 
were this year, as if it were to morrow ? 
tho' I am not certain it is ſo near, nor certain 
but it may be. Let me then ſeek firſt the 
kingdom of 04 and his righteouſneſs : Let 
me fix it v l, and make it clear, that I 
have ſecured iny great concern, and am rea- 
dy for a ſudden ſummons. 
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S „. 


How a good man may improve aud encou- 


rage himſelf, under the ſuppoſition of 4h 


ing this year, een iu the moſt uneaſy, 
and unaefirable circumſtances. 


> & May die this year; then all my cares 
and fears, if I am rich, all my ſorrow 
and calamities (as to this world) if I am 
pow: will die too. [may die this year; then 


ſhall have no more enemies, no more ſick- 


neſs, and which is infinitely better, I ſhall 


ſin no more. I muſt ſhortly die; it may be, 


this year ; but there is no other way to come 


to a bleſſed life, but by dying; and my Sa- 


viour hath died for me, and he that believes 


in him ſhall never ſee death. He lives who 
was once dead, yea he lives for evermore; 
and hath promiſed, that I ſhall be with him 
to behold his glory. He hath the keys 


of death and hell: He is the reſurrection 


and the life; he hath removed the ſting 
of death; and I need not fear a conquered 
enemy. Tf Tie this year, I muſt quit the 


company of all my deareſt Friends on * 
5 | | ut 
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but I ſhall go to berter company above; and 
if they are the friends of my Chriſt, we ſhall 
ſhortly meer again, and love one another in 


a better manner than now, and never more 
be parted. a 3 
I may die this year; my Friends and ene- 
mies may die too. Let me enjoy the one 
as mortal dying perſons, that muſt e're long 
leave me, or I them ; and not fear the other, 
who may ſo ſoon periſh, and quickly be un- 
capable of doing me or others miſchief. _ 
may die this year; Let me not then 
think much of zexzporal ſufferings, of any 
evils which may ſo ſoon be over. Oh! what 
would condemned ſinners in the other world 
give, to be able to believe, and ſay fo of their 
ſufferings ? | 
T may die this year; and can I wonder 
that I am ſometimes /ick and in pain, and 
that my body is out of order? Am I not 
mortal, and dwell in an houſe of clay, which 
muſt ſhortly moulder into Duſt; and is it 
any thing ſtrange, that ſuch a crazy buildin 
doth ſometimes ſhake, and need repair, > 
threaten a diflolution ? Tis a greater won- 
der I am any time well: That ſuch a body, 
compounded of ſo many little. parts, and ſo 
eaſi ly diſordered by innumerable accidents, 
ſhould be in health, is hardly leſs to be ad- 


mired, than that an inſtrument of a thou- 


land ftrings ſhould be kept in tune. b 
To | I thank 
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I thank thee, O heavenly father, for the 
many advantages of ſickneſs, to weaken the 
power of /iz, to humble my pride, and cure 
my worldlineſs and ſenſuality, to reduce me 
from wandering, to empty me of ſelf-con- 
ceit, to awaken the conſideration of death 
and judgment, to impreſs the thoughts of 
the vanity of this world, and the eternity of 
the next; to aſſiſt me to mortify the fleſh, 
to rule my paſſions, to excerciſe patience, 
and quicken me in prayer, and try my faith 
and love, and excite my diligence to redeem 
time, and convince me of the worth and un- 
certainty of it; and thereby promote my 
preparations for my final change. The great 
apoſtle by dying daily, had as many victo- 
ries over this world as he lived days. 2 Oh! 
that I might ſo far walk by the ſame rule, 
as every day to think of providing for my 
laſt; and in health to do that which in fick- 
neſs I ſhall wiſh I had done ! | 

T may die this year; it may be, by ſome 
tedious painful ſickneſs, ſome troubleſome 
and loathſome diſeaſe. But God hath 

ee his grace ſhall be ſufficient; 


e will make my bed in my fickneſs, and 
put under his everlaſting Arms for my ſup- 


rt, and not ſuffer me to be tempted above 
what Iam able; he will encreaſe my pati- 
ence, and carry me thro' the pangs of death, 


and the dark valley; and whez heart and 


7 
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freſb fail, be the ſtrength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever. 


q T may die this year; What if it ſhould 
f be by an hand of violence; if for righteouſ- 
i neſs ſake, in defence of the truth, for a good 
|| cauſe, and a good conſcience, and my 
1 : ace be made with God, and I am accuſed 
& | r doing well, or innocent of the evil which 
* is laid to my charge; there is ground enough 
« for encouragement and ſupport. Thouſands 
35 of. my berters have met with the like, whoſe 
ch. names are precious and renowned. Innu- 
wy merable chriſtians have died by the ſen- 


tence of 4a judge, with more chearfulnefs 


gal and joy than ozhers, or, it may be, than they 
wi themſelves would have done, by the ſen- 
So. | tence of the phyſician. The torture of ma- 


yh | ny diſeaſes is unſpeakably more formidable, 
as to the meer pain; and for all elſe, the 
righteous Lord, who loveth righteouſneſs, 
1 will clear my integrity, if it may beſt ſub- 
16K ſerve his own great and holy ends: At leaſt, 
he will ftand by and help me, when all for- 
ſake me; and if he ſpeak peace, and give || 
n ard conſolation, who can ſpeak trouble ? 1 
hat | And his final judgment, which is near at | 


4548 | hand, will diſtribute rewards and puni ſh- | 
Fa ments to all, according to their works. | 
* Suppoſe farther, that I ſhould waut a2 
bove ſepulchre after death. There is nothing I | 
Pat could better be without. If God receive 


cath, my. ſoul, and will raiſe my body at the laſt if 
fleſp * | day, 1 
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day, whether it putrifie and conſume under 
ground, or above it, is no great matter. 
They who are alive will be more concerned 
in that, than I ſhall be: Graves are for the 
ſake of the /iving rather than the dead. 
The ſun, the rain, the air, birds, beaſts, 
worms, will all contribute to give me b1ur1a/, 
if men deny it. The only difference is, that 
it will be a little longer e're I am buried. If 
my ſoul reſt in the boſom of my Saviour, and 
by perſevering in the love and practice of 
the truth, I have ſecured my reputation with 
wiſe and gocd men, I need not be ſolicitous 
what becomes of my body. My Almighty 
Judge will raife me a glorious body, like his 
own, and reunite it to my ſoul, as eaſily, as 
certainly, as for any of thoſe, whoſe bodies 
were preſerved in caves and vaults, in proud 
ſepulchres, and under ſtately monuments. . 
Imay die this year; and ſhall not then 
have the ſatisfaction to ſee my chilaren or 
neareſt iure educated and provided for, 


| ſettled and diſpoſed of. But is not the 
- £ver-/tving God the ſame? Cannot he as well 


tak care of them when I am gone, as now? 


anſwer all my prayers after my deceaſe ? 


and exerciſe that fatherly care, wiſdom. and 


love, which ſhall diſpoſe of their conditions? 
ſave them from temptatians, and ſupply all 
their wants, and exceed all my defires, in 


reference to them? and fulfil his covenant- 


promiſe from generation to generation, -” 
| the 


—— ern 
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the childrens children of them that fear 5 
him? O how weak is my faith, that can- 
not truſt God in ſo common and plain a 


caſe ! i 


Laſtly, Imay die this year; and not live 


to ſee the ruin of the autiobriſtian 7 8 


dom, and intereſt, and the accompliſh- 
ment of many excellent promiſes, Which 
concern the reſt, and peace, and Dari. 

5 


and glory of the churches of Chriſt on eart 

in the latter days. But have I not deſerved, 
by my provoking unbelief, ingratitude, and 
diſobedie 


not behold the promiſed land, or ſee the 
peace of Feruſalem? And will not the ſtrug- 


glings of ſatan to ſupport Babylon, infer a 


diſmal night of darkneſs and diſtreſs, before 
the expe 
that it may now, if ever, be truly faid, 
Henceforth, bleſſed are the dead who'die 
iu the Lord. And if God will take me to 
himſelf in the other world, I cannot poffibly 
be a loſer ; tho' I ſhould not ſee the begin- 
nings of 4 ew heaven and a new earth, in 
this. However I rejoyce in hope, and pray 
inceſſantly for the reſurrection of the dif- 
neſſes, and the rebuilding of Sion, and the 
more plentiful effufion of the holy tl 
(the great comprehenſive promiſe of the 
latter times) to effect a glorious xi dom 
for ri on earth: And my faith affures 


me, I ſhall hereakier ſee the Jon of God re- 
SCC IEINTT 775 CAT 
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nce, to die in the wilderneſs, and 


peed morning of deliverance ? So 
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vealed from heaven, cloathed with majeſty, 
ſitting on a cloud, leading the heavenly hoſt, 


raiſing the dead by his powerful voice, ſum- 
moning all the world to appear to judg- 


ment, gathering his elect, and finally de- 
ſtroying death, and him that had the power 
of it, the devil, condemning the wicked to 
everlaſting deſtruction, but acquitting, ho- 
nouring and rewarding his poor members 


with infinite and eternal bleſſedneſs. 


ee eee ee r b 


8 * 2 es. 


Of dying in a foreign country, and of aving : 


young. Conſiderations proper to reconcile 
the ming to both. 11 3 


| 1 | May not live to the end of this year : God 


in his providence havingcalled me abroad, 


I may never ſee my native country more. 


Let me ſtill remember, O my ſoul! that 
wherever I am, I am travelling towards the 
grave, and paſſing to another world: That 
I may live in all places, as a pilgrim and 


ſtranger here on earth; with affections ſuited 


to my condition, becoming one who is tra- 


velling in a ſtrange land. Let me hear the 
inconveniencies I may meet with in. this 


world, as ſtrangers in their travels are wont 
| 40 
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ty, do dd, Let me not repine at the ill accom- 
t. modations of an 27272, where J am to lodge 
m- but a night or two; but encourage my ſelf 
g- with the aſſurance of better entertainment 
de- at home, when my pilgrimage is ended, 
ver and my journey is oer. K 
to One of my deareſt holy Friends, and fel- 
ho- low travellers, (whoſe memory will be ever 
bers precious (g) with thoſe, who knew him) 


quickly arrived to his journey's end, and is 
entered into reſt betimes. Which of his 
companions ſhall next follow, we know not, 
or how ſoon. Lord !: make me apprehend 
the nearneſs of my change in every place; 
and if Iam prepared for dying, no matter 
I | whereit be. There is no one country far- 
Jying || ther from the preſence of God than another. 
,2cide | The whole world may be confidered as one 
©. | great houſe, and the ſeveral kingdoms and 
countries of it, but as different apartments 
in the ſame houſe; and they who tarry at 
home, are no more exempt from 42474 than 
they who travel abroad. - "0g 
. The earth is the lord's, and the fulneſs 

thereaf's I can go no where to be out of his 
territories, I ſhall fill tread upon my fa- 

ther's ground. I had rather be an iſraelite 
in a wilderneſs with the preſence of God, 


a — — — an 3 


0 vt Thomas Beat, who dyd nt Geneva, May 10. 
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country; and ſhould I never ſet foot again 
on my native ſoil, there is no reaſon of mur- 


though all the world ſhould forſake me; 
Should I have no other friend or helper ; is 


not God an infinite God enonghb? and with- 
out his favour and preſence, what can all 
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than a courtier in idolatrous Eeyfr. Abra- 
Ham, the father of the fatthful, and the 
friend of God, was baniſhed from his own 


muring againſt my God, who hath dealt 
thus with many of his favourites. And while FF 
J have been in a ſtrange land, he hath not 
ſuffered me to feel the wants and neceſſities, 
and heart of a firanger. Among a people f 
of a ſtrange Janguage he can, and doth pro- ft 
vide for me all things richly to enjoy. I may 0 
fet up my Ebenezer, hitherto hath God ſup- p 
TP Ig 
The preſence of my gracious father is eve- 
ry where the ſame; in ſome meaſure, Beſ- 
ed be my God, I hade hitherto found it ſo. 
And may I not rejoyce in God in a deſart, 


though all the world ſhould be againſt me? 


this world do for me? If I am fick, and in 
Hanger of death, among my relations and 
Friends; if the comforts of the Almighty do 
not refreſh and delight my ſoul, hey can- 
not: And if I want not rheſe in my laſt 
_ no matter in what part or corner 
of the earth I breathe my laſt. If the word 
and promiſe of God be my Foundation, an 
e 
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heaven my country, I ſhall not fail of being 
landed there at laſt. Suffer me not to for- 


fake thee, O heavenly father ! while Ilive; 


and do not thou forſake me in my /aft hour; 
and let it come chen and where thou wilt, 


If my bleſſed Saviour will receive my depar- 
ting Soul at death, I am not ſollicitous in 


what country or part of the earth it be. 
And that I may not be unwilling in the 
flower of my age and time, in youth and 


ſtrength, to leave this world; let me think 


often, that no one age or part of life is more 
privileged againſt the ſtroke of death than 
another. If I have done my work betimes, 
as my deceaſed fellow traveller had, is it 
not better to receive the bleſſed recompence, 

than to tarry longer in a world of fin and ſuf- 
fering, abſent from the Lord? Shall I not 
thereby eſcape a multitude of temptations, 
fins, and ſorrows, which others by living 
longer are expoſed to ? If my peace be made 
with God, what ſhould make me willing 
to live at this diſtance from him? What 
ſhould render this world ſo defirable, where 
God is fo diſhonoured, where I am fo often 
tempted to diſpleaſe him, and ſo often yield 

to ſuch temptations? And may I not fear 

left I ſhould fall into ſuch ſcandalous and 
grievous fins, that may bring a publick re- 

proach on the goſpel of Chriſt, and ſadden 

the hearts of all my acquaintance, who 

love the Lord Jeſus in fincerity? By dying 
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early] ſhall contra& leſs guilt, and commit 
leſs fin, and ſee and feel leſs {prrow than 


others who live langer. And tho' I ſhould 
maintain my integrity, yet in this world 
my higheſt love and obedience to God, 
and my ſweeteſt communion with him, is 


but imperfect. How many impediments 


and diverſions do. daily meet, that deaden 
my heart to heavenly contemplations and 
affections? What diſappointments and ſor- 
rowful diſaſters, to convince me that His is 
not the place of reſt and happineſs? What 
ſmart aiflictions may ſome of my velatious 
prove? What dangerous ſnares may attend 
Inc in the remaining portion of my time ? 
What oppoſition and hatred from men may 
the ſtedfaſt profeſſing of the truth and fide- 
lity to God expoſe me to? What publick 
national calamities may Ihave myſharein, Oc. 
But if I-confider ol age itſelf, which we 
do defire to reach ; what and how many are 
the infirmities and griefs, and troubleſome 
circumſtances which attend that ſtate, which 


dying young will prevent? Are not moſt 


men, who reach a very great old age, help- 
leſsobjeRs of pity ? A burthen to themſelves, 
and to all about them ? And (which com- 
monly happens) may I not then be as unwil- 
ling to to die, as at preſent? As loth hen 


to leave the world as 20w, tho' in a manner 


it will have left me? For how many old 
men, paſt the reliſh of ſenſual pleaſures, 


are yet inordinately fond of à longer life 
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holy, and fully bleſſed, is methinks too low for 
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Have I not been told by Hea theus, as well 
as chriſtians, that 'tis not the length of 
time, but its improvement, that doth really 
make a long life? If I have anſwered the 
end for which I was born, tis not 700 ſoon ts 
die. No man ever miſcarried as to his ever- 
laſting intereſt, becauſe his /ife was ſport, 
but evi. He that is prepared for death, he 
that dies 772 the Lora, hath lived long e- 
nough, and ſhould thank God for a ſpeey 
call to the poſſeſſion of that feliciry, which 
the holieſt faints on earth defire and breath 
after. Gideon loſt nothing by returning from 
victory, while the ſun was yer high. He 
hath fought long enough who hath gained 
the victory. If I have wrought but a few 
hours in a vineyard, and done but- little ſer- 
vice for my Lord and Maſter ; and yet. am 
diſmiſs'd, and rewarded, before the reſt of 
my fellow-labourers, ſhall I repine, and 
think my doth nor befriend me? If he 
hath any farther ſervice for me, he will pro- 
long my days, and make me diligent, Ihope, 
and contented. Ocherwiſe I pray he would 
make me ready to die, and make me 27//i727 
and deſirous to depart this life. For to be 
only content to die, that I may be perfectly 


a chriſtian, who acts like himſelf; believin 
the certainty of his avowed principles — 
hopes, and knowing, that Thile we are preſent 
in the body, we are abſent from the Lord. 
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Thecontemplationof our approaching change 
may aſſiſt us to —_ the luſts of the 
fleſh, the luſts of the eyes, aud the 
pride of life; 70 cure ambition, and pro- 
mote contentment, | 

LL that is in the world, ſaith the A- 

> poltle, is the luſt of the fleſh, the tuft 


of rhe eyes, and the pride of life. The duſt 


and aſhes of our own mortality duly conſi- 
dered and applied, will * deaden and 
extinguiſh each of theſe, By ride of /ife 


we lift up our ſelves againſt heaven, and de- 
ſpiſe our maker; by the Juſt of the fi-ſp we 


overlove and indulge the body, and ſtudy to 
gratify the ſenſual appetite : By /e Juſt of 
the eyes our defires are immaderate after 
temporal and external goods, The thought 
cf cur approaching end hath a tendency to 
oppoſe and mortify rheſe luſts; to humble 
us before Ged ; to take us off from the inor- 
dinate love of the body; and to moderate 


our paſſion tocarthly things. It may help 


vs againſt ride, by ſhewing us the infinite 
diſtance between the eternal ſelf- ſufficient 
God, and ſuch poor duſt as we; wha are 
but of yeflerday, ard, if he uphold us not, 
and maintain ourſouls in life, ſhall be laid in 


tae duſt to morrow : It will mind us of his 
| _ Juſtice 


Acient 
ha are 
us not, 
laid in 
of his 
juſtice 
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ef all the miſeries of our mortal ſtate; and 
convince us of our weakneſs to reſiſt his will, 


or avoid his wrath. As to our fond affettin 


on to the body, it may inſtruct us, that it 


deſerves not to be accounted ſo much of 1 it 


will open our eyes, to diſcern the prefer- 
ence of our immortał ſouls, and what con- 
cerns them, to the intereſt of a periſhing 


body. It may convince us, that we. are. 


cruet and unkind to our very es, by over- 
loving them, becauſe we thereby contribute 
to their eternal ſufferings ; and ſo-teachius- 


to love and uſe our bodies as ſervants to our 
ſouls in this world! and as expecting to 
mare in glory with them, after the refur- 
rection: It may alſo help to moderate our 


Zeſires after earthly good, and ſo. cure the 


| luſt of. the s, by letting us ſee the Var 


nity, uncertainty, and ſhort duration of theſa 
things, and their inſufficiency to make us 
happy, and give us true content, 
The thoughts of an Kren N 
may, if any thing will do it, damp the: 
mirth of the /yxurious Epicure,. and rike 


him into a fit of trembling, as did Be/-; 
ſazzar's hand-writing on the wall. It may 


diſcover the diſtraction of living in pleatuce, - 
and of care to pleaſe the ſenſes and the 
fleſhly appetite, when the end is ſo near. It 
may likewiſe check the folly of ambitious 
deſires z that men ſhould make ſo much ado 


a 
* 


4 to- 


. ̃ ———— .. OO a PO NE AO IEIENY 0 
_ - 8 8 1 D — 


. ea a 


nn . 1 8 — 
—— WIS 
1 


. 


* * 


— 


77 SIT IO TT a — 


—— — — — — — — fs 
ri M ˙m rr rn 5 = _— 5 
_ P — A —_ ——— EY i. Ag LO 48 - we a 
— * _ — — * — _— — . * — — — wa 2 6 
— — Mr 1 ; — . 
ter ttt — — a” — . —— — — — — IT — = — —— — —— — — 
8 — mw — —_ oy ꝓ— — - a #-+ © wag #--\ * „* F — — 
, 
” 


| 
k 
| 
g 


_ n —ꝛ — 


— 


—— 
— . — —. . — — 


* — 1 —— — — — 


— _- = A 
— OBE $1000 ED — TI — —— Cots A PAI 4 


rere 
— — 4 * 2 ke hw 


- =_— = —= = —_ —= 1 
% W A r 
R w_ W 8 * "= wes ui and... od 00 * 
__ —_—_— — —— TA 
r | 


—— — — — 


82 Oerious REFLECTIONS 


to get into 3 places, from whence 


they may ſo eaſily fall. Where, being puff d 
up with vain applauſe, they forget them- 
felves, and their latter end, till their life 
and glory expire together: Where are now 
the great, and mighty, and honourable, 
Who Fave made ſuch a noiſe in the world ? 
What is now the 4#iference between the duſt 
of an Alexander or Ceſar, and that of their 
meaneſt ſlaves or captives? Could their dig- 
nities and earthly glory preſerve any of 


them from the ſtroke of death, or the 


. — 


judgment of God, or, without repentance, 
from his condemning fenten ce? 


Think, O my ſoul ! how little it will 


fhortly fignify, whether I have been known 


and honoured among men or no; any far- 
ther than God may be glorified by it. How 
ſhould it ſuppreſs vain- glory? to think of be- 
ing one day eſteemed, and worſhip'd, reve- 
renc'd, and applauded by dying men, and 


laid in the grave the next ? Let me rather 
ſeek that glory and honour to which ihmor- 


tality is annex d; and labour to be accep- 


ted of God, at whofe bar I muſt be judged, 


endeavouring to Op the teſtimony of a 
good: conſcience; and then it is not much 


whether 1 paſs through good report or evil 


report; no contempt, or frowns, or threat- 


nings of men need then diſcourage me. Tho 

I ſhould be trampled on by the foot of pride, 

while others are happy in a dream for a r « 
C5 | 4 4 r e 


tle while; and it may be have a proſpe- 
rous paſſage to damnation ; I'll rather thank 
God for delivering me from their tempta- 
tions, and giving me the opportunity and 
call to haſten my preparations for a better 
avortd. 3 | 185 
Let God diſpoſe of my condition here, 
and reputation too, as beſt ſhall pleaſe 
his ſovereign will; only be pleaſed to keep 
me upright, and. to preſerve me from e- 
— ſhame and confuſion of face, af- 
ter the general reſurrection, and final judg- 
ment. Vouchſafe me a portion now in 
thine approving love, and own me for 
thine at laſt, in the great and terrible day 
of reckoning; that then I may hear the 
bleſſed Euge, and enter into my Lord's 
Joy. | e „ 
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The ſame argument conſidered farther, as 
Ai ſuaſive from worldlineſs, and earth- 
ly-mindedneſs; and as 2 to confute 
the vanity of long projects, and great de- 
ſigns For this ⁊uorid. „r 


AR E the years of my life but few, and R 
they haſtening to a period? and may 


& | 


on TIME and ETERNITY. 83. 


0 . 
2 — 
— OE TIS l 
1 — — 
< 
. 
— 2 


— 4 · „ ” 
—— x - Re 


— — » 


— > a 3 
3 — . 


24 "Serious REFLECTIONS 


this be my laſt? Let me not then greedily 
covet riches. and abundance, and waſte my, 


little time to ſcrape together large proviſions. 


for many years to come; when I have no 
aflurance to fee the end of this. Is it be- 
coming ſuch a belief, to toil from day to day, 
that I may lay up that which I muſt ſoon 


leave? As if I were to ſpend: an eternity 


here on earth, and'in the mean while neglect- 
the one thing neceſſary. Am I not upon the 
ſhore of eternity? May not the next tide. 
carry me off? And ſhall I ſpend my whole 

life in Piverſions from the main buſineſs of 
it? Have I nothing elſe to do, but to gather 
ſhells, ao they were pearls, the abſurdity 

were ſtill the ſame) and pile them upon. 
heaps, till I am ſnatch'd away, paſt all re- 
covery ? Shall I be regardleſs of an eternal 
Rate, and run the hazard of being undone 

for ever, by ſolicitous care about pretended: 


e e a long abode on earth, much. 


leſs for ſupenfluities; ] when Jam not cer- 
tain of the poſſeſſion, his ore year? Shall 
I magnify and admire what is ſo ſoon ta be 
parted with? Value my ſelf upon theſe 
things, ſo as to deſpiſe thoſe that have /eſs, 
and envy ſuch as have more? and ſuffer my. 
mind to be diſtempered, and my paſſions. 
immaderate on every change of-theſe Jap, oh 
Tho' I know befides my own mortality, that 
to enforce the argument, there is a princi- 
Fle of corruption in all theſe things; that our 
L very 
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very manna here, in a little while will Qink 

and bread which is the ſtaff of liſe, moulder; 
our richeſt garmeuts wax old, and rot; \/i/-- 
ver and go/4-ruft;. and the.greateſt beauty 


' wither, and every thing that is earthiy der 


N — 4 L 


cay and periſh.. And ſhall not this teach me- 
to ſit looſè from all ſuch things? Can I ima- 
gine, that in my. laſt hour it will be eaſier to 
art with auch, than little? Or better in 
= day. of-judgment, to have a great eſtate. 
to anſwer for, han a lefler one? 
We read concerning the patriarch 4bra-- 


ham, (who rightly underſtood the tranfitory: 
nature of riches; and his own mutable con- 


dition.) that the only purchaſe he made 
with hig riches, was a grave; chuſing to 
take poſſeſſion of the land promiſed him, ra- 
ther by a mark of his parting with it, than 
of his poſſeſſing it. Did E think oftner and: 
more ſeriouſly, O my ſoul of tarrying here 
but a little While; I ſhould more eaſily be 
perſuaded, that. a little of: this warld were 
ſüfficient to carry me through it. I-ſhould:: 
conſider more that my Ha ven- boru ſoud is 
made and deſigned for another, an endleſs 
world: And therefore ſhould not ſo far For- 


get his own. People, and father's boyſt; as 


eagerly to purſue and ſeek what is ſuited 
only to the Body, for a little while; and 
whereof a little with contentment. will be. 
ſufficient. e £3,559. 462 04513105 Dai O} 
The ſame reflection may be uſeful to 9 

| | tract 
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tract our thoughts to preſent duty; that we 
may not perplex our minds with Jong aeſigus 
and project, which, if we dye this year, 
will come to nothing. Our great bufineſs in 
this world is adapted to the little portion of 
time which is allowed us. Not that good 
deſigns for the publiek benefit may not be 
begun by one, and finiſh'd by others; or 
that we are not obliged, prudently to pro- 
vide for thoſe who ſhall come after us, by 
attempting many things of 3 advan- 
tage to poſterity, But conſidering the ſhort- 
neſs and uncertainty of life, not only ſhould q 
the moſt neceſſary things be firſt minded, 
and not 2 off by proſecuting ſuch N 
as may fignify fomewhat to others, when 
we are dead: but we ſhould not now omit 
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that which we may hope to compaſs our 

| q ſelves: to begin fuch hinge, whoſe accom-- lo! 

il pliſhment muſt depend on the pleaſure of Wi 

| our ſucceſſors, conſideration and faithful coun- us 
ſel would in this caſe have prevented the | ze; 


— Wh Hs 
l — 
— . 
» —— — 


fruitleſs expence of many mens time and ] ing 
money; which if otherwiſe employed, might 45 
have turned to good account to themſelves: cid 
and others. 28 5 | 1412 — 12 l 4-50 2 5 * 

And this heightens our folty, that while ciſi 
we purſue great projects in reference to 71s IEA 
world, and die wirhout effecting them, our wor 
3 ons for eternity are neglected; and ÞE cern 

o we are ſuddenly cut off in the midſt of our or x 
folly; and all our thoughts periſu. How eaſi- one 
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ly, how ſoon may they do ſo! The dif- 
erence and diftance between death and 
life, being no more than that of a candle 
lighted, * its being bon out; and 
if it is expoſed to all winds, how quick- 
ly may that happen? 1 
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8 1 5 T. XVII. 


The conſideration of the certain near ap- 
proach of an everlaſting ſtate 2 
aud preſS'a, to enforce an holy life. 


JS. this world we begin a year, and quick- 
* ly come to the end of it; and e're 
long the little number of our years and days 
will be expired. But when death conveys 
us into the world: of fpirits, the day of e- 
ternity ſhalt never be cloſed with an even- 


ing. Of how fearful conſequence is that 


death, by which an eternity muſt be de- 
cided ! What attention, what ſeriouſneſs, 
what diligence, what care, doth the de- 
cifion of ſo important a matter call for? 
ETERNAL! What will be the nex- 
word, O my ſou1! How much am I con- 
cerned to know it! Will it be bleſſedneſs 
or miſery ? will it be life or death'? This 
one Wer is the joy of angels and the hor- 

8 ror 
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dr of devils; the unſpeakable delight of 
| blefſed-faints and the confuſion and deſpair. 


* 


| BR of condemned. ſinners. | 
| x At the creation of the world, imme got 
the ſtart of us, and was u days elder 
than we; but our immortal ſouls ſhall en- 
dure beyond the utmoſt limits of time, 
11 and: laſt as long as the everlaſting father. 
14 of ſpirits, of whoſe. duration there is no 
14 end. Shall I then exiſt and live, though 
my body periſh and ſee corruption? Shall 
my ſoul, u ſelf exiſt beyond the grave, 
in felicity or miſery 3. and that for ever, 
and according: to my, preſent actions? What 
am I. then moſt concerned; to mind? What | 
am I to chuſe? What am I moſt to fear, ; 
to wiſh; to do? What is a ſhadow. of honour: : 
and reputation among dying men? What ; 
are a few drops of fleſhly pleaſure, for a:  , 
moment, to eternal rivers of pleaſure at h 
11 God's. right hand? What are the. ſuffer- i 
if ings of an hour or two, to the. pains and  .. 
1 55 
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1 iſh of eternity? What can the world, 

— 14 geſh, or devil, give me. comparable to e- 

1% ternal life? What can I ſuffer. in the way of 
holineſs, that may be ſet in the ballance a- 
gainſt an everlaſting. hell? And yet how of- th 
ten, O my. /ou7 {. How boldly, how uncon- | 
cernedly, how. fooliſhly do I hazard: the one an 
and forteit the other, for the fins and vani- 15 

ties of this world! Whereas one proſpect ab 
of eternity, ſhould make every thing that cer 

5 ; is 5 
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is temporal, appear little in my eyes; The 
high q — of earthly * a- 
bundance of riches, the great affairs, buſi- 
neſs, and employments of: the world, 133 
and ſplendor, and reputation, and all that 
now flatter the ſenſes, and the vanity of 
mankind. | f 
Ohl. that I could but live, as belie- 
ving and expecting an eternal ſtate! As: 
having it in my eye, managing all m 

affairs with: a viſible reference to it; dif- | 
TP to all the world, by my behavi- 
our and deportment, that I. do in earneſt 


believe it certain; for be it never ſo cer- 


zain, if L do not apprehend and conſider 
it as ſuch, it will no more affect me than. 
a fable. Neither is it enough to conſider 
it as certain, but as near For the moſt 
weighty, the moſt terrible things, appre-- 
bans as at a great aiſtance, will little 


move. Thinking of the long interval be- 
tween the advantage of being exempted 


from ſuch evils. for {6 long a time, will 
leaſe me more than ſtich diſtant. ca- 
ities. will affright. d e 
Let me therefore endeavour. to impreſs. 


the conſideration of eternity, 4s. at hand, 


more deeply on my heart, that I may walk 
and live, diſcourſe and pray, and demean 
my ſelf in every, thing, as near an unchange- 
able ſtate. Am I not convinced that this is. 
Certain, from the nature and operations of 
Py | my 
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my ſoul, from the reflections of conſcience, 
from the righteouſneſs of God in his govern- 
ment of the world, from the prefent une- 
qual diſtributions of good and evil by his 
providence, and from the plain and frequent 
aſſertions of his revealed will? J have no- 
thing to object, nothing to reply; but I find 
a neceſſity of inculcating and urging the con- 
fideration of it in order to its influence, I 8 
find it needful to reflect often, how near I e 

am to ſuch an endleſs tate ; that in oe in- Pr 
ſtant, by death, I enter upon it: And that } 
this inſtant may be as near me, as my next „ 
thoughts. That the holy e defcribes FF 
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the two contrary conditions after death, (and GAN 
every man and woman in the world ſhall. 4 
ſhare in one of them) as both everlaſting !. * 
Fhe one, by eternal life, eternal glony, an Fwy. 


iucorruptible crown that fadeth not away, ff 
an incorruptible inheritance, au houſe eter- ſub 
nal in the heavens, &c. the other, by un- 


 guenchable fire, a priſon whence no eſcape, — 
eternal dumnation, everlaſting burning, e- the 

| verlaſting puniſhment, everlaſting deſtruc- gy 
4 tion, a worm that never dies, wrath that 0 
| is ever to come, blackneſs of darkneſs for ag. 
| ever, ever, &. . 
{ Think, O my ſoul] That in one of theſe of \ 
| two contrary ſtates, I muſt abide for ever; * 
in endleſs joy, or ſorrow: bleſſed in the pre- Ne f 

ſence of God, or for ever baniſhed from it. * 

And whoever thou art that readeſt this, ap- a 
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ply it ſeriouſly to thy ſelf, "is thine own 
caſe. Yea, I tell thee from God, that holi-. 


neſs of heart and life is abſolutely necefſiry 
to the former, and that without it thou 
ſhalt never ſee his face; but be puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtruction, from the pre- 
ſence of his glory. 
Is this an unqueſtionable truth? O let me 
conſider it, till I feel the power and effica- 
cy of ſo important a principle! Let the im- 


preſſion be deep and laſting ! Let it pierce 


and enter into my very ſoul ! to cool the 


heats of luſt; to quench fenfual-and earthly- 
deſires, and to'mortify all inordinate affecti- 
ons to this world z and fix my reſolutions 


to mind, and ſeek eternal life with all my 
heart Fs. coy 297 ile 20g 5 32 
Theſe are difficult and perplexed aice- 
ties, which wiſe and holy men differ and 
diſagree ahout, 'Fhey are not metaphyſical 
ſubtleties, ' which few can underſtand 5 but 


the expreſs word of God, and the daily dic- 
tates of my ownreafon and conſcience, which 


all chriſtians, and almoſt all men in their 
wits (except in an hour of great temptation) 
confeſs cot own; or whether they will or 
no, are forced to expect and fear, if they 
are not in a condition to conſtder them with 
a joyful hope. | 
Lora! cure the unbelieving doubts con- 


ſtanding the plaineſt evidence, the devil 


erning theſe great things, which notwith- 
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may at any time ſuggeſt! Let a confirmed 


faith be the reality of what is thus future; 
that my ſoul may be influenced by them, as 
it is wont to be by things preſeut. Let it be 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things unſeen, and as yet at a , 
diſtance; as if the day of judgment were al- 
ready come, and there were no intermediate 1 
time to paſs, between this and that, _ n 
O eternity! eternity] the more I conſi- 
der it, the more unfathomable ſtill I find it. P 
as 

to 

ob 


Unchangeable ble ſſedueſs, or remedileſs ena- 
leſs torments! an eternal bliſsful day, or e- 
verlaſting horror, darkneſs and deſpair ! 


life or death, glory or deſtruction to laſt as 


long as the immutable, living Soc none Fe 
of the patriarchs who lived longeſt, arrived gri 
to the period of a zhouſand years, which in all 
compariſon of God's everlaſtingneſs is ſet ¶ ſp 
forth but as aue day. But ſtrictly conſider - gre 


ed, millions of years and ages have ue pro- can 


ort ion with it; becauſe no multiplication / Por 
of them will amount to eternity. Whereas but 
one hour hath ſume proportion to an hundred wit! 
thouſand years, becauſe a certain number con 
of hours will amount to ſo many years. But and 
no number of years or ages, never ſo often 
multiplied, will make up eternity: as no 
ſubtraction of millions of: years will leſſen 
it; an entire eternity will be ſtill to come, 
and will ever be ta come. When innumera: 
ble myriads of years are paſt, eternity ſhal 
: ; ; | tac 
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med then ſeem but to begin, becauſe when as 
ure x many more are over, it ſhall be as far from 
„ As an ent. | 

it be Oh ! that the thoughts of eternity may be 
the powerful, and prevailing above all others ! 
ata that I may judge of every thing by its re- 


re al- lation to it, by its influence upon it | Chuſe 
diate now, my ſoul, whether everlaſting joys, or 
I | miſeries, ſhall be thy portion: but conſider 
conſi- | well, that thine erernity is concerned in thy 
ind it. reſent choice ; and that this choice muſt 
be urſued with ſteadfaſtneſs and conſtancy, 
or e- i as long as I live: and what are a few years ö 
pair! to prepare for an eternal ſtate? Were we 
laſt as obliged to ſpend ſeveral hundred years in 
h none ſerious, humble preparation for it, withthe:- 
rived I greateſt ſtrictneſs and ſeverity of life, during 
hich in all that time; it were infinitely leſs, than to 
is ſet I ſpend an hour or two, in preparing for the | 
nſider · ¶ greateſt dignity and employ on earth, which {| 
20 pro- can be enjoyed but for a few years at longeſt, 
ücation For to theſe an hour hath ſome proportian 3 | 
ſhereas but an hundred or thouſand years have none | 
undredÞl with an ever/aſting duration. Therefore to 
| 
| 


number conſider, how many years of toil, 38 5 

able 
proſpect of ſome temporal good, ſhould re- 
prove and ſhame my negligence and remiſs- 
neſs, in providing for creruity. 


ars. But and diligence, many beſtow on the 
ſo often 
: as no 
1 leſſen 
to COMC, 
numera: 
ity ſhall 
the 
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Fe puniſhments of the damned conſidered 
as intolerable aud everlaſting, aud as un- 
queſtionably certain. What the reflecti- 
0775 upon hell-torments may, and ought 
to teach us. ; 

THE fear of the Lord is the b-g112721ng 

= of wiſdom, the entrance into the way 

of life, as it is ordinarily one of the 7/2 

means to awaken the ſoul to a ſerious con- 

cern for eternity: Let me therefore firſt con- 
fider the endleſs puniſhment of the wicked 
in the other world, before I enter _ 
the raviſhing proſpect of the blefſednefs of 
heaven, promiſed to the righteous. And 
with what ſerious trembling ſhould I think 
of the terrors of an everlaſting deſtruction, 
which our Lord ſpall be revealed from 


heaven to render to all, who know not God, 


and obey not the goſpel. When the ⁊vic he 


all go away into everlaſting puniſoment.; 
as the righteous into life eternal. The are 
_ Fulneſs of that puniſhment, the endleſs 4. 
ration of it, joined to the conſideration of 


its unquꝭſtionable certainty, deſerves _ 
mo 
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moſt attentive thoughts of every man who 
loves his ſoul, and would maniteſt he doth 
ſo, by ſecuring his greateſt intereſt. 
The deſcription of that miſery, under 
inſupportable and eternal torments, demands 
more than a tranſient view; becauſe no 
words can ſufficiently expreſs the horror of 
that ſtate. What is it, O my ſoul to be 
baniſhed from the bleſſed fight and pre- 
ſence of God for ever, and all the im- 
preſſions of his holy image and likeneſs? 
and to know that this is the fruit of my 
own choice; that I loſt it by my own fault 
and folly ; that I deſerved to loſe it ; that 
the ſentence is as juſt as it is irrecoverable ? 
Who can fully imagine the diſmal deſpair 
of a condemned finner, under the anguiſh 
of a guilty, ſelf-accuſing mind? while 
under the ſtroke of God's almighty, re- 
venging Juſtice, with a diſtincter view and 
knowledge than now, of God and his ex- 
cellencies; of himſelf, and his own vile- 
neſs and malignity, which muſt 'greatly en- 
creaſe his rage and torment. Add to thi 
his being enraged by the accuſations an 
cries of wicked acquaintance and relati- 
ons; and his being mock'd, and inſulted 
over, and tortured, by malicious damned 
ſpirits; with a clear underſtanding of that 
glorious felicity he deſpiſed, refuſed, and 
forfeited; with a deep ſenſe of his for- 
mer maaneſs, in preferring the ſinful 2 
| ures 
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ſures and advantages of this world; and 


n ( 
1 this after ſo many warnings and invitations, 1 
ws and calls from God, to have prevented it, e 
| | and never to be diverted one moment from J 
0 [fl the confideration, ſenſe and feeling of his MY # 
ut. miſery, and the duration of it; to have all IF fi 
1 his paſſions let looſe with the greateſt vio- n 
4 lence, and nothing to ſatisfy them; and con- fo 


tinually to preſerve an Hell of wickedneſs ſir 
and horror 22 0 ac : and to endure the me 
reproaches, convictions, regrets, and ſting- ne 
ing reflections of conſcience, he gnawing | wh 
worm which ſhall never die: Who can con- || ſee 
ceive the unſpeakable miſery of ſuch an | ete 
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iT accurſed ſtate ? Sogreat calamity, and yet the 
1 everlaſting „ can 
i How long doth one day or night now ſeem \ 
! to a man under ſome violent racking paiu, and 


in any one part of his body, tho' he be | but 
under the means for cure, and have his adn 
friends about him to pity, comfort and aflift I prey 
him, with the hopes of eaſe in a little Ben 
while, and the certain knowledge that it ¶ form 
cannot laſt long? Oh! what then will be I eve 
the diſmal ſtate of tormented (Y) finners brea! 
in Hell! How infinitely muſt it exceed the in thi 
moſt terrible idea we can now frame of it! ver'd 
to languiſh out a long eternity, in that gulph they 


| = ear a _ | 3 RR Se 0 vie 


(V See Mr- Baxter's ſaints reſt, part 2. chap. 4. ſhall ; 
of 
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of darkneſs and deſpair, under unpitied, 
intolerable torments without intermiflion, 
or hope of end miſeries without meaſure ! 
judgment without mercy ! pains and ſorrows 
intenſe, and yet endleſs ! without the leaſt 
ſuccour or relief, relaxation or remedy,dimi- ' 
nution or change! without a drop of com- 
fort ! without a moment's reſt ! without the 
ſmalleſt beam of light, or the leaſt glim- 
mering of hope! perpetually dying, and 
never dead] under vnſufferable wrath, 
which yet will be for ever wrath to come 
ſeeking death, and never able to find it, but 
eternally to endure all that calamity, which 
the conjunction of death and life together, 
can render dreadful ! 5 
What groans and cries will theſe thoughts, 
and theſe ſufferings wring from their hearts ! 
but no refuge will then be found, no excuſes 
admitted, no prayers, no entreaties will then 
prevail, no tears move pity. He that made 
them will ſhew them no mercy, ana he that 
formed them will ſhew them no favonr. Tis 
never, never, that is the killing word, that 
breaks the heart of 'thoſe hopeleſs priſoners , 
in the place of torment. When once deli- 
ver'd over to that priſon of God's wrath, 
they ſhall no longer be priſoners of hope. 
Judgment ſhall be brought forth unto final 
victory; and the redemption of the ſoul 
mall ceaſe for ever. DS 
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The vain hopes of finners ſhall then bo . e 


ended in eternal deſperation 3 Hell will be p. 
full of thoſe who did once hope they ſhould th 
never come there: and full of thoſe who de- = 
ſpatr of deliverance from thence ; but ſhall = 

uffer exquiſite pains that cannot be num- ſel 


bered, or meaſured, or endured ; but that mö 
every minute of an hour will ſeem an whole tin 
year, and yet muſt erernally be endured by wa, 
miſerable ſinners, who will not be wiſe in is n 
time, to prevent ſuch an intolerable porti- dou 
on? Let me therefore, O my ſoul, deicend 
into Hell by meditation, whilſt I live, that 
I may not deſcend thither when I die ; and 
be ſhut up for ever in that priſon,. the place 
of endleſs torment. = 
Might we but ſuppoſe, that one of thoſe 
miſerable ſouls did let fall but one tear, in 
an hunared thouſand years; and if after he 
had by this means wept ſo much, as that his 
tears would equal the ros of water in the 
whole ſea, his miſery ſhould have an end; 
this were hope, this were comfort. But 
alas! after that period, his miſery will be 
as far from an end, as when he firſt began 
to feel it. It will then be but the beginning 
of ſorrows, which will zever, never, ne- 
ver end. | : 
Think, O my ſoul. that this is the por- 
tion of the ſinner's cup: this is the wages 
of ſin, and the certain doom of final im- 
penitence and unbelief. Tis no politick 
9 y 1 cheat, 
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beo ||. cheat, or melancholy dream, but the ex- 
be | preſs repeated word of God, and Chrift, 
1d the holy prophets and apoſtles, and the 
le- voice of reaſon too. Suppofing but the im- 
all mortality of the ſoul, and the power of 
m- ſelf. reflection, the puniſhment of finners 
hat W muſt needs be her gp. as carr con- 
ole tinually an hell within them; unleſs God 
by work a miracle to prevent it, which there 
> in is no ou to N he will, or ſha- 
rti- dow of reaſon why he ſhould. God hath 
end I pawn'd his run, and his (*) eternity, 
that to execute this ſentence of his threatned 
and I wrath. He is a God of infinite mercy, tis 
lace true; but he hath told us how far his 
| | mercy ſhall extend. He will not exerciſe 
hoſe ¶ one attribute to the diſhonour and the diſ- 
„ in ¶ paragement of the reſt. That obſtinate 
er he and impenitent ſinners ſhall thus periſh, is 
at his ¶ not becauſe the googreſ5 and mercy of God 
n the are not izfinite, but becauſe his other per- 
end; fictions are ſo; viz. His holineſs, jullie 1 
But truth, ſovereignty and wiſdom. Was it 
ill be uiſdom and goodneſs to annex ſuch a penal- 
ty to the violation, of his law? and can it be 
Inconſiſtent with them to infli& his threat- 
ed wrath? ) | 
Shall we ſuppoſe God to 22 his do- 
union and government by a falſhood ? to 
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keep the world in awe by the menaces of 
ſuch puniſhment, as ſhall no where, never 


be executed? Is it unlikely, that God ſhould 


exerciſe ſo much ſeverity? And is it not as 
improbable, that his repeated word and 
oath ſhould prove falſe? Is it not a righte- 
ous thing with God, as the Governour of 
the world, thus to puniſh the obſtinate de- 
ſpiſers of his grace? who ſlighted his au- 
; Maki, diſobeyed his law, affronted his 
ſovereignty, derided his power, denied his 
truth, contradicted his holineſs, and joyned 
iſſue with the Devil, to pull him from his 
throne who abuſed his patience and long- 
ſuffering, and ſcorned all his threatnings ; 
who thruſt away their own happineſs, an 
would not take warning; who burſt all his 
bands aſunder, and broke through all ob- 
ſtructions; and would not be ſtop'd in their 
courſe of vanity and folly, or 1 much as 
conſider the danger; who rejected his calls 
to repentance, and refuſed his mercy, when 
it was offered; and preferred a luſt before 
his favour, and the pleaſures and profits of 
this world, before the heavenly glory; and 
notwithſtanding all the methods of his grace, 
and the checks of his providence, and of 
their own conſcience, they will go on, they 
il die? 12 =” 

Let me, O my ſoul! adore the ſovereign 
juſticęꝰ of God in all his judgments; and 
tremble at the threatnings of that eternal 

| wrath, 
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corath, which ſo few confider or believe, 
till *tis too late. Let the foreſight and the 
fear of ſuch an intolerable, endleſs puniſh- 
ment, be a means to ſave. me from it! Let 

me herein read the evil of ſin, and learn to 
abhor and avoid it. Let me pity, and warn, 
and counſel, and pray for thoſe of my rela- 
tions and acquaintance, . who live in ſin, and 
run the hazard of this eternal ruin. Let me 
not envy. the fooliſh mirth, and momentany 


proſperity of the wicked, whoſe preſent joy 


muſt ere long expire, and an everlaſting de- 
ſtruction ſucceed in its room. (*) How 


ſhort is the joy of the hypocrite! and the 


rriumph of the wicked is but for à moment. 
Let me fear and dread every thing that leads, 


to this diſmal iſſue, and improve every 
thing that may help me to eſcape it. And 


by conſequence, let me value all the good 


and evil of this preſent life; judge of all 


things by this light; be patient under tem- 


poral calamities, and thank God that it is 
not Hell; and thank him more, that 2 


ſent ſufferings do help to ſave me from 


eternal ones. | | : 
Whatever I can ſuffer in this world, let 
my condition be never ſo dark, and ſad, _ 
and afflicted, it is not, it cannot be ſuch, 

but that every one of the damned would 


— 


( ) Job 23. Chap. 4, . 4 | 
| E 2 | think 
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think it an infinite happineſs to exchange 
with me, and be as I am. Let me think of 
_ thoſe exquiſite _— _ to — 
my impatience, er the tryals 
and affliẽtions I may now * 8 2 
Did I believingly conſider an everlaſtiug 
dell *I ſhould not think much of any thing 
that is required to prevent it. The ſevereſt 
exercifes of religion, the ſtricteſt 2 
rance, the niceſt charity, the largeſt cha- 
rity, the greateft ſelf-denial, all the hard- 
ſhips of repentance and mortification, and 
continuance therein to death, though for 
many years more than I am like to live, 
would be reckon'd eaſe as well as juſt, if 
ſet in the ballance againſt the eternal miſ- 
chiefs of the damned. 


What will not men do and ſuffer, to pre- 


vent a temporal death? They will endure a 
painful courſe of phyfick ; tear out their ye- 
ry bowels, by purges and vomits ; and are 
content to be cut and ſcarrified, and to ſut- 
fer any thing almoſt to ſave their lives: but 
how little will they do to be ſaved from the 


wrath. to come! One would think, they 


ſhould have no reſt, or peace, or be able to 
live a quiet hour, till they had: made ſome 
Proviſion againſt the hazard of this ezerna/ 


8 


— _ 
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dermit, ſed mertuus eſt. S. Auguſtine, 
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ſo much money, or their lives w 
danger, they reckon ir an obligation, will 
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Zeſtruttion; and look upon all men as their 
friends, or enemies, according to the help 
or hindrance, they received from them, in 
reference to it. But the direct contrary is 
every where apparent. Men are careleſs 
and ſecure, jovial and merry, in the way 
that leads to hell; and eſteem, and love, 
and chuſe that company that will help to 
bring them to this place of torment: yea, 
ſuch is their ſtupidity, and ſtrange perverſe- 
neſs, that they will not ſuffer to be 70/4 of 


. their danger. If you tell them, that by ſuch 


loſe 


a courſe, or ſuch an action, they 
be in 


1 


take it kindly, and return you thanks: but 
when they are told, by ſuch courſes and ac- 


tions they will loſe their ſouls, and the fa- 


vour of God, and the hopes of heaven, and 
muſt periſh for ever; this they will not re- 
ceive, they deſpiſe the meſſage, and ſcorn 
and hate the meſſenger; are Jif pleaſed and 
angry at ſuch faithfulneſs. | 

O b.efs the Lord, O "my ſoul! for any good 
hope, through grace, ot eſcaping this intole- 


rable and endleſs miſery. Aud let all that 


is within me, bleſs his holy name. I have 
deſerved the ſame endleſs and unſupportable 
wrath, which thouſands are now under, and 
ſhall be under to all eternity; but he did 
not ſuffer me to fall into it. To be deliver- 
ed out of thoſe torments after many years 
E 3, miſery, 
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miſery, would be thought an admirable, 


unſpeakable kingzeſ5: and is it not a great- 


er favour, never to be thrown into Hell 
which I have ſo often deſerved ? How grate- 
ful would a damned perſon be, to be freed 


from thoſe flames, and plac'd in the ſame 


condition I now am in? What a life of feri- 
ous, ſelf-denying obedience would he lead? 
And hath not God done more for me? Am 
I not more indebted to his goodneſs? He 


hath kept me out of Hell, and offers me the 


heavenly glory upon reaſonable, honourable, 
and eaſy terms. Blefled be God, I may yer 
eſcape the wrath to com. : 
Let me heartily compaſſionate the delu- 
ſion of thoſe multitudes of Jecerved, periſh- 
ing ſouls, whoſe eyes are blinded by the 
God of this world ; -who will not believe it, 


till they are convinc'd by the light of that 


fire, which ſhall never be extinguiſh'd. Yea, 


when I read, or hear of ten or twenty thou- 
ſand men ſlain in a war, (whether of [4e/s 
or Chriſtians) let me think of it, with o- 


ther apprehenſions than formerly I was wont 


to do. Conſidering that many, it may be 


the moſt of theſe, ſhall never have any 


comfort or mercy more; fearing leſt the 
ſame ſword or bullet that gave them their 
mortal wound, hath fix'd them under God's 


_ everlaſting wrath; and that by dying, they 


are undone for ever. | | 
In very many other caſes, the faith of zþ:s 
| article 
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| bowels of compaſſion to our own ſouls, what 
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article would rectify my opinion, and direct 
my actions, if ſeriouſly conſidered and im- 
proved. This would make me think of 
death under another notion than 'tis com- 
monly conſidered. For without the conſide- 
ration of Hell annexed to it, it is not ſo very 
formidable, but that Heut hen; have been a- 
ble to deſpiſe it. The moſt contrary ſects 
among them on different grounds have been 
able to do it; but conſider death as a paſ- 
{age to eternal miſery, as the gate of hell, 
as the end of all comfort to a wicked man, 
and the beginning of an endleſs calamity, and 
nothing can be imagined more Areadful to 
a guilty unholy ſoul. Some of my acquain- 
tance, it may be, who died this laſt year, 
are now among thoſe hopeleſs, deſpairing 
wretches, who expect the final judgment of 
God, to conſummate their inſupportable 
miſery, If they were permitted to come 
and tell us what they ſuffer, and what they 
know; what a terrible conſuming fire God 
is ; what vanity, Luft, and folly, brought 
them to this place of torment ; what dili- 
gence they would adviſe us to, while in a 
ſtate of hope, to prevent the like ; if we 
have any love and kindneſs for our ſelves, any-- 
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a change do we think it would work upon 
us? But if we will not hear Moſes and the 
prophets, Chriſt, and his apoſtles; neither 
ſhould we believe, tho' one came from the 
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The eternal blefſeaneſs of HEAVEN, 
conſigered as the perfection of holineſs, 
ro quicken our deſires and endeavours af- 
rer greater meetneſs to poſſeſs it. 


Dor one year after another haſten me 
, to the end of time? And doth the 
bleſedneſs of eternity depend on the com- 
munications I now receive from God ? On 
the preparations I now make and the 
meetneſs I can now attain for eternal feli- 


City in the preſence of my God and Savi- 


our? O, with what intenſeneſs of mind 


ſhould I now proſecute that glorious object 
with what unwearied diligence ſhould I run 


the race that is ſet before me, leſt I fall ſhort 


of the incorruptible crown of life! How 
ſhould every thing be undervalued and re- 
Jetted, that would divert, retard, or hinder 


me from purſuing this end! Lora, be not a 


fAiranger to my ſoul, in this diſtant wilderneſs 


Nate! let me ſee more of thy light! be trans- 


ferm'd more into thine image] experience 


more of thy love! feel more of thy vital 
preſence, and quickning ſpirit ; let the di- 
vine life in my ſoul be more powerful, m_ 


7 
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the characters of the likeneſs be more le- 


gibly ſtamp'd upon it ! by the daily exer- 
ciſe of faith, and hope, and holy ions, 
carry me thro' this world, till my pilgrim 


tate be over, and thou haſt brought me to 


perfect everlaſting bolineſs ! And let the be- 
Tate fore-thoughts of it, fill all 1 
and 


d | | 
love ! 

Give me, Lord! to think aright of the 
heavenly glory ; as a confirmed ftate of - 
fitive ct holineſs; of heavenly light, 
love, liberty, and joy, with the ſatisfying 
viſion of God, in the face of Chriſt and his 
impreſſed likeneſs ; dwelling for ever in the 
direct and ſteady view of his transforming 
glory; with complete conformity of the ſoul 


do eternal goodneſs, . truth and love, as its 


perfection; eſteeming nothing, defiring no- 
thing, but that God and Chriſt may be glo- 
riſied, with an entire ſubjection to his will, 
adherence to him; reſt and confidence in 
him, ſwallowed up in the love, admiration, 
and praiſe of God, and our Lord Jeſus; li- 
ving in joyful repeated acts of ſubjection, 
adoration, and acknowledg'd dependance; 
raviſh'd to behold the glory of in the 
face of Chriſt, to fee his bleſſed image per 
fect in every one of the ſaints, c. When 
all the preſent blindneſs of our minds, the 


errors of our judgment, the perverſeneſs of 


our will, the diſorder and rebellion of our 
„ paſſions, 
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paſſions, the remaining averſation from God, 
and diſaffeQion to him, which in this wortd 
we complain of, ſhall all be done away: the 
fleſh ſhall no more luſt againſt the ſpirit, or 
the law in our members againſt the law of 
our minds; but an everlaſting my 
and holy peace take place; a peace whic 
paſſeth all underſtanding, without any out- 
ward moleſtation, or inward cauſe of diſquiet. 
Our corrupted: nature ſhall no more caſt 
forth mire and dirt as now ; we ſhall have no 
more vain, or wicked thoughts, no more fin- 
ful fears or fooliſh. hopes; unbecoming 
heats, unruly defires, ſenſual inclinations, 
earthly ade lens, feeble, ſlothful, ſpiritleſs 
duties, dead and heartleſs prayers, cold 
thanſgiving, Sc. But as we ſhall then know 
God without errors, and ſee our Lord Jeſus 
face to face; ſo we ſhall love him without 
reſerve, more than now we can think; and 
ſerve him without dulneſs and diſtraction, 


and praiſe him without wearineſs; the ſpi- 


ritual actings of our ſouls ſhall have no allay 
of droſs. And thus ſhall we be with him, 
and admire and enjoy him without n. 


Thus when death is ſwallowed up in vic- 


tory, and what was imperfect is done away, 
and what was corruptible and mortal hath 
put on immortality ; God in Chriſt ſpall be 
all in all: and when it is truly and perfectly 
fo,then it is heaven: the bleſſedneſs whereof 
is unconceivable. A b/efe4 perſon is not 
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expreſs'd in the ſingular number by the He- 
brews, but in the abſtract, and in the plu- 
ral. Seatitudes, inſtead of Heſſea, becauſe 
the bleſſings are as many and great, as they 
have powers and capacities to partake of 
bleſſedneſs. So will it be in heaven. A 
word, tho' commonly uſed, as little under - 
flood as holineſs ; which is one of the great 
eſt myſteries in the world; but will here 
after be fully and delightfully underſtood bv. 
the bleſſed ſaints; as the malignity and in- 
os aa evil of /in ſhall be by the damned 
Plrits. RY 2 | 0 <7 + 
e I might now feel more of this 
heavenly life, begun and carried on in my 
ſoul, by a farther participation of his holy 
— and conformity to his will! by more 
vital effects of his indwelling ſpirit in my 
ſoul, forming it to be a temple to himſelt, 
for his own delightful refidence } that for- 
getting that which J have received, I may 
{till be —_— and deſirous of more; for- 
getting what I have attain d, I may, preſs on 
with an holy eagerneſs and fervency towards, 
the mark! 99 H Ihr gk 
When [ ſeriouſly examine my own heart, 
had I nothing elſe.to--prove the weakneſs of 
my grace, and the ſinful remainders of un- 
belief, but the low deſires, and the few com- 
fortable thoughts, the ſeldom joyful proſpect 
of this bleſſed ſtate; how ſad an evidence, 
were it of my low attainments, that bree 
| Wit 


Faith a 
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with no more impatience, after that Bie 
holy reſt, in the enjoyment of G0 224 
Chriſt; and labour no more in preparing 
for it ? When we profeſs to believe that all 
the deſires of our fouls ſhall be fix'd on him, 
and filled with him, as our infinite and 
ſupream good; and all the expectations of 
ſwallowed up in endleſs ad- 
miration, gratitude, and joy ; being fully 
fatisfied, and at reft, in the preſence and viſt- 
on of God; without the leaſt inclination, or 
defire of change. And by conſequence, 
There will be no need of novelty, as now, 
to give a reliſh to our happineſs. All hap- 


vineſs in this world is by comparing a man's 


ent condition with his paſt, or with that 
of ſome inferior. But the intrinſick good, 
felicity, and joy of heaven will need no ſuch 
oil to ſet it off; no ſuch compariſon to make 
it prized, The bleſſed ſpirits will never loſe 
the lively ſenſe of that low and miſerable 
condition, from which they were raiſed to 
fo great a glory; and ſo will — 
rejoice in the happineſs of their tranſlation 
and wonderful change. And what was at 


 frft delightful, will for ever be ſo; and not 


diſdain'd, or leflen'd by a continuance ; as 
it happens in this world, from the empti- 
neſs, ſhallowneſs, and vanity of the creature. 


An affectation of variety, and deſire of 
change, — always from a ſenſe of 


ſhall never be — 
0 
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of ſeeing, loving, and enjoying God; his 


bleſſed preſence will afford us undecaying 


and endleſs ſatisfaction ; pleaſure never to 
be interrupted, or abated, and never to ceaſe. 
The blefled object is abſolutely iaſinite, and 


ſo will be always ex to a finite underſtand- 


ing; and continual freſh communications 
from his infinite fulneſs, muſt needs make 
our ſubjective — be always #24 
and eternally ſuch. ad bs 

Let me by ſuch thoughts quicken and ex- 
cite my diligent endeavours ; after a great- 
er meetneſs to enjoy ſo great a bliſs. And 
to that end, conſider whether any of thoſe 
dappy ſouls who have finiſh'd their courſe, 
an 


obtained the prize, do now regret their 


utmoſt diligence, patience and perſeverance, 
during their ſhort abode here, to ſecure 
the bleſſedneſs of an endleſs life: 220, uo, 
they are far from repenting the time they 


ſpent, the trouble they were at, the care 


they uſed, the difficulties they met with, 
the ſufferings they endured ; to conflict 
with the world and the fleſh, to reſiſt remp- 
tation, to watch over their hearts, and 
words, and ways, to work out their ſal- 
vation, to pleaſe God, and be faithful to 
him, Sc. They find, to their unſpeakable 
comfort, and everlaſting joy, that heauen 
makes amends for all they could do or ſuf- 


fer, in order to their coming thither. Yea, 


they find that they were not diligent, and 
2 humble 
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humble, and patient, and circumſpe& e- 
nough. That they did not love God, and 


ſeek his glory, redeem their time, and 
improve all their talents and opportunities 
of doing and receiving good, and give up 
themſelves intirely to prepare for heaven, 
to that degree they ſhould have done. They 
find, by the tranſcendency of the bleſſed 
recompence, that it deſerved infinitely ore 
than the moſt active, zealous chriſtian up- 
on earth did ever do in order to it. 
Tord Quicken my reſolutions and en- 
deavours, by ſuch thoughts as theſe. In- 
ſpire my ſluggiſh, carnal heart, with holy 
light, and A and zeal, and fervour! 
that /ooking to the things which are not 
ſeen, which are eternal; I may * lay up 
a good foundation againſt the time to come, 
and ſo lay hold on eternal life: 

But alas! How much have I negleted 
the great duty of holy zneditation How 
little {kill and experience have I in it! How 
taſteleſs and infipid oftentimes are my 


thoughts of God ! how confuſed and un- 


fteady ! how little pleaſure or advantage 
have I, by contemplating his higheſt ex- 
cellencies! Yet, methinks, could I but re- 
tain the ſame awakened, lively thoughts 
of heaven and eternal life, which ſome- 


— - 


3 : 
(*) 1 Tim, I, 19. 
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times I have had; might J continually feel 
the ſweet and ſacred influence, as for a 4it·- 
zle ſeaſon J have ſometimes felt it; how 
little, how very a nothing, would all 7his 
world be to me! How comparatively weak, 
its ſtrongeſt and moſt alluring ſnares to 
draw me off from God ! with what an un- 


ſhaken mind could I refuſe and reſiſt them! 


with what an unconcerned indifference, 
could I look upon all its moſt charming 
glory! . . 
Could J maintain ſuch a frame of ſpirit, 
as J have ſometimes had for a little while; 
in the ſerious contemplation of divine my- 
ſeries, in fervent prayers, and other ſolemn 
duties of religion; when the acts of faith 
were ſtrong and lively, my heart ſet on 
fire with love to God, and holy breathings 
after him; admiring his matchleſs grace 
to fallen finners, (and to my ſoul in par- 
ticular) when he brought me to the very 
ſuburbs of heaven, (tho' alas! how ſe/- 
dom) by the delightful thought of what 
the blefled ſpirits above enjoy, in being 
where Chriſt is, and beholding his glory; 
when I- was ready to fay within my ſelf, 
Zis good to be Here; this is no other than 
the gate of heaven; Oh! when ſhall mor- 


. tality be ſwallowed up of Life! But 


when I thought at any time to fix and ſet- 


tle in ſuch ſweet contemplations, how quick- 


ly did my lazy, backward heart fly off! 
how - 
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how fon did the flame decay and die a- 
way ! how ſoon did I find my ſelf fallen 
down to earth again! ſunk down from the 
boſom of my Lord, preſently forgot my 
ſelf and heaven, to dwell among the pots, 
and embrace a dunghil! Twas not on my 
own wings, O Lorg! that I ſoared ſo high; 
but I hope by the breathings of that holy 
ſpirit of light and love, who bloweth when, 
and where, and how long he lifteth ; who 
gave me at any time, any ſuch firſt fruits 
of the ſpirit, who convinc'd me of the 
certainty of the heavenly inheritance, by 
a lively believing forefight of it; who 
made me earneſtly deſire the wings of a 
dove to be gone, and appear before God 
in Lion; made me pant and groan to be 
delivered, and to be with God and Chriſt 
with inexpreſſible defire and joy, unconcei- 
vably mix d with fighs and groans. O my 
G let not this experience be only ſuch a 
taſte of the powers of the world to come, 
as is confiftent with final Apoſtacy! only 
the ſeeming zeal of the ſony gone! the 
rapturous Joy of an bypocrite ! the po- 
wer of imagination, and a heated fancy 
from the workings of meer natural ſelf- 
love; upon miſtaken apprehenſions of God, 
and a falſe opinion of _ 5 but by the 
holy effects, let me not be of the cauſe 
and principle; that was of God. 


Teach 


— — 
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Teach me from the ſweetneſs of all ſpiri- 
tual communion with God zor, in any of 
his appointed ordinances ; to argue to m 

ſelf what the moſt raviſhing ſatisfaction will 
be, that the enjoyment of God in heaven 
will afford the ſoul. Our holineſs is now 
imperfect to what it ſhall be; and therefore 


our conſolation, peace, and joy, is but in 


part ; and incomparably leſs than we 
are aſſured it will be, when we ſhall 
be admitted to behold the g/ory of the 
Lord. Tis now at moſt, but as the break 
of day to the luſtre of the meridian ſun. 
But if in this low imperfect ſtate, we can 
ſometimes obtain ſo near a view of his 


glory, and feel ſuch ſweet communications 


of his grace ; how much more of this con-- 
ſolation and joy is reſerved in heaven? If in 
this pilgrim ſtate the gifts and graces, and 
oC the holy ſpirit are ſo refreſhing ; 
O! what hath God prepared beyond the 

rave, for thoſe who love him? If now he 


ſometimes ſheds abroad his love in our 


hearts, after ſuch a manner; how much bet- 


ter ſhall I love him, and feel the influence 
and evidence of his love to me; 


when 1 
ſhall be with him, and ſee him face to face ? 
If the apprehenſions of this future bleſſed- 
neſs, do now encourage, raiſe, and animate 
my drooping ſoul; OI what ſhall I know 
and ſee ? And how ſhall I rejoyce when the 
veil is removed ? If a ſacramental com- 
munion 
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munion with God and Jeſus Chriſt, be ſome- 
times ſo ſweet and ſo affecting; what will 
the blefled communion with God and all his 
ſaints above amount to? When FT ſhall fit 
down with all the children of God; in the 
ag of the bridegroom, at the laſt great 


upper of the lamb in glory! If the earneſt. 


of our inheritance be ſo reviving, what will 


be the full poſſeſſion of it? If the hopes of | 


that glorious day, by holy meditation, be ſo 
tranſporting, what will be the end of our 
faith and hope? If a grape or two in the 
wilderneſs be ſuch a cordial, what will 
be the whole vintage in the land of pro- 
miſe ? 1 : 
Shall I after all this, forget my own expe- 


rience, and run from God and heaven, to 


embrace or ſeek a periſhing toy? Shall I 
hide my face with Saul among the ſtuff and 
lumber of this world ; when God is calling 
me to a glorious crown ? Art thou, O my 


ſou] ! © a king's ſon, an heir of heaven, an 


expectant of ſuch great felicity, and yet ſtoop 
ſo low ? Hope for heaven, and yet graſp 
this earth; and hug the vain appearances of 
earthly good? Hope to be /ike to Goa, (and 
Oh how glorious an hope is that!) to par- 
take of his image, and eternally with him; 
and yet be ſollicitous, anxious, and diſquiet- 
ed about honour, and money, and a tem- 
— intereſt? And mightily concerned a- 

ut the momentany gratifications of the 

ow fleſh, 
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Meſh, and the enjoyments of this world ? 
Art thou a pilgrim and ftranger here, and 


travelling home to the heavenly country, 
and yet eager and paſſionate about earthly 


things? Should an heart that is ſet upon 
heaven, (or may be ſo, and ought to be ſo) 
ſhould it burn with ſuch Kitchen, ſuch com- 
mon fre; and neglect the unconceivable 
riches and pleaſures, and immortal honours 
of the ther life, and the dawnings of that 
glory upon my ſoul, by the foretaſtes of it in 
this? How great is the diſproportion be- 
tween the heavens and earth ? How vaſt 
the circumference of the one, and how ſmall 
a point the other ? How many thouſand 
miles doth the ſun travel in the heavens, 
while it paſſeth but one inch upon a dial ? 


Oh that my affections were carried to Ha- 


venly things, with a ſwiftnefs ſomewhat 
anſwerable to the glorious object! And let 
their motion to earthiy things, be rather 
{flow and inſenſible, like that of the ſun on 


a dial. Since I profeſs to believe, and wait 


for the heavenly glory; ſhould I not live as 
ſeeking ſuch things, as expecting ſuch a glo- 
ry ? And are careleſs and indifferent 
thoughts, ſleepy, heartleſs prayers, faint and 
weak endeavours, becoming in ſuch a caſe ? 


Shall I not mend my pace, and double my 


diligence in my preparatory Work? When 
I can believingly foreſee the bleſſed recom- 
pence ; waiting for. that ever/aſting light = 
25 the 
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the ſun of righteouſneſs, which no eclipſe 
Mall ever darken or obſcure; for that eter- 
nal glorious day, which ſhall never be cloſed 
with an evening. When I ſhall ſee the face 
of God in Chriſt, and be like him ; partici- 
— more of his image, reſt in his love, and 

well for ever in the lightof his countenance, 
according to the prayer and promiſe of my 


bleſſed Saviour. ERR 
And ought not ſuch a proſpect to ſweeten 


the bitterneſs of all our intermediate ſuffer- 
ings? We are now ofcentimes in heavineſs 
and ſorrow ; but eternity will be enough tor 
an uninterrupted joy. When we ſhall ex- 
change all our troubles for everlaſting reit, 
our priſons for perfect liberty, our poverty 
for the riches of God; darkneſs for light; 
diſcord for love ; deformity for beauty ; 


our weakneſſes and preſent languiſhings, far 


ſtrength and vigor; tolly for wiſdom ; diſ- 
grace tor glory ; ſickneſs and pain for eter- 
nal eaſe and health; the animal for the an- 
gelical life; imperfection and pollution for 
conſummate holineſs ; our ſighs and tears, 
and ſorrows, and complaints, for triumphant 
everlaſting praiſe ; our loſſes, affronts, dil- 
appointments, perplexities, fears, . 
and death, for crowns and ſcepters, hymns 
and hallelujahs, light and life, and bliſs un- 
utterable; and ſuch great things as are fit for 
us to Hope, but too great to be now particu- 
larly underſtoed, and talk'd of; __— We 
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know but in part, aud ſee through a glaſs 
darkly. Yea, it ſeems as if it were not law- 
ful to utter them, 2 Coy. 12. 4. and now they 
cannot be expreſs'd, or fully known; For 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, or cau it 


prepared glory. 
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A dcvout meditation upon Pſalm 73. 25. 
Whom have I in heaven but thee ? And 
there is none upon earth, that I defire be- 

ſides thee. | 


[7 HAT is there in heaven or earth, O 
Tord but thy preſence to be valued, 
loved, defired, choſen, ſought, or delight- 
ed in? There is nothing in either world 
defirable -r hH,js rhee, nothing certainly a- 
bove thee; nothing in compariſon w1rh thee. 
In hee alone I truſt, on he I depend; in 
thee I repoſe my confidence and hope; from 
thee I expect all my felicity and 83 
Whatever I can loſe, yet with the continu- 
ance of hy favour, which is my life, I have 
ſtill erorgy, With that I am rich, without 
it I am foor and miſerable, And if I hy 
N | the 
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the love of God, all that heaven and earth 
can give beſides, will not make me happy. 
In thee therefore, I would terminate all my 
affections, all my devotions ! there is no- 


ow of Heaven to be had on earth, but in 
thy favour, image, and love ; and the re- 
viving ſenſe of it. And all the Heaven 1 
expect hereafrer, tis in the more full and 
immediate communications of theſe, in thy 
blefled preſence. I can 4?/ire nothing upon 
earth; I can enjoy nothing in Heaven bur 
thee! both here and there thou arr, and 
Hall ever be my all- ſufficient, ſatisfactory 
r my everlaſting all ! none elſe can 
the port ion of my ſoul. Nothing elſe can 

fill up all its wants, anſwer all its cravings, 
be ſuited to all its capacities, appeaſe and 
charm all its reſtleſs motions, and give com- 
placence to all its deſires, and be the proper 
object of all its Fectious. | 
What is there elſe can juſtly claim my 
Zove, or E to my ſupream affection in 
compariſon with Go? Thou art alone the 
proper center of it. Thine infinite and in- 
comparable excellencies, (who art /ove it 


ſelf) deſerve my choiceſt love; and thy 


numberleſs mercies and benefits challenge it 
as a juſt debt, as a piece of homage due — 
all, and of ſpecial gratitude alſo from me. 
Oh, that I could love thee above all things 
who alone art worthy of all my love! O that 
divine love might be the ruling ie 

with- 
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within me! to inſpire all my thoughts, to 


regulate all my deſires, to ſet all the pow- 
ers of my ſoul on work !. O that it might take 
the full poſſeſſion of my heart, and ſo ani- 
mate 2 1 ac a 
whom my ſoul loveth! If as yet I cannot 
ſay with thine apoſtle; Lord! thou that 
knoweſt all things thou knoweſt that T love 
thee: yet I can ſay, Lora, thou knoweſe. 
that T would love thee ! Thou haſt provided 
for our happineſs, by that firſt and great com- 
mand of loving thee with all our hearts, and. 
ſouls, and ſtrength. But alas! how back- 
ward is my ſluggiſh, carnal heart, to this de-, 
lightful exerciſe? Tho' I have ſo oft been 
told, that God is love, and that he that awel- 
leth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
Þim. O ſhed abroad thy love into my ſoul ! 
that I may feel the vital power and influence. 
of it, and live continually in the Joe of 
God, and that nothing may ever be able to 
ſeparate me from it. 5 3 
Whom have I in heaven or earth 0 hope 
in, but thee? I expect more from crea- 
turcs, than they can, or will perform; but 
God can do for me more abundantly than. 


I can ask or think; exceed my largeſt 


thoughts, out-ſtrip my higheſt expectations. 
And no man was ever diſappointed, who 
made tee his hope. When I meet with croſ- 


ſes and wrongs, unfaithfulneſs, contempt, 
| * hatred 


order all my actions to pleaſe him, 
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hatred and perſecution from men, I need 
not wonder ; I was never told by God it 
would be otherwiſe here. Did I look for 
leſs from creatures, and expect more from 
God; Did I reckon this world to be a ftate 
of tryal, and not a place of reſt and ſatifac- 
ſtronger, with reſpect to God and heaven; 
and temporal e and diſappointments 
leſs afflicti ve and vexatious. | 
And what is there, O Zor#! in heaven, 
or in earth, my foul can deſre beſides thee? 
Is there any thing deſirable but as it is thine, 
of rhee, and from thee? And bears ſome 
impreſſion of thine excellence, or brings 
ſome intimation of thy love? And what 
can I reaſonably defire ; what that is worth 
defiring, or having, but thou art able to be, 
and do, and give? 
In whom, or what ſhall I rejoyce, but in 
thee, O Lord? ſhall I ſolace my ſelf in 
tranſitory. goods, that ſlip between my fin- 


gers, and periſh in the uſing? or reliſh 


carnal joys, which pollute and debaſe the 
foul } When I may and ought to rejoyce in 
thee at all times, as the only ſource of per- 
fect, everlaſting joy. Let me then ſtir up 
my drooping, deſponding, unbelieving 
dart to rejoyce in God; who takes plea- 
are in chearful ſervice and obedience of his 


children; who delighteth in thoſe who 0 
: ; | light 


tion; my faith and my deſires would be 


—— —'“(7 — —ͤ— — — 


light in him. Is not * delight ing 172. God a 
moſt eſſential, vital part of religion? Should 
it not be my conſtant frame? Hath not God 


ſufficiently provided, that it may be ſo? 
Can I ſay and believe, that God is the 
portion of my ſoul ; that he is ny Goa, 


and I hops to live with him for ever, and 
not rejoyce? Or can I conſider the grace 


of the new covenant, the matchleſs love of 


Chriſt, and the precious promiſes of the goſ- 
pol; and not ſee reaſon to 'r%joyce? Yea, 

oth my ſoul love God, and endeavour to 
pleaſe him; and is not the very act and 
exereiſe of holy love, mixt with unſpeaka- 


ble ſweetneſs? | 
- Whom is there in Heaven, or in earth, or 
Hell, that I ought to fear but thee? Who 


hath a negative voice in all the deſigns of 
men and devils; an hook in their noſtrils ;* 
a bridle in their mouths, to make them 


fulfil thy pleaſure ; and in every thing ac- 


compliſh thy ſovereign decree. | 

Is there any other, in whom I may re- 
poſe my truſt, but in hee, O Lord! the 
rock of ages? The might of thy power, 
the unſearchableneſs of thy wiſdom, the 
righteouſneſs of thy nature, the ſtability of 
thy truth, the riches of thy grace, and the 


immutability of thy promiſes, are a ſure 
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foundation for my ſoul tc truſt to, and rely 
u Thy word ſtands firm for ever, and 
3 of thine ability, and readineſs to 
help in every time of need, endures the 
ſame throughout all generations, At all 
times, and in all places my ſoul may zruſt- 
in thee, and find relief. And they who know 
thy name will do ſo; for in the Lord Feho- 
wah is everlaſting 8 and firength: to 
anſwer all my doubts, to ſupply all my wants, 
and fulfil all my deſires. May not God take 
it unkindly, that I truſt him no more? And 
is it not a criminal unkindneſs, that I give 
him not the glory of all theſe excellent at- 
tributes, which are the grounds of truſt; by 
a conſtant, fteady, entire dependance on him 
for all that I need? | 
J have none in heaven hut rh e, O Lord! 

as the object of my iuvocatiou and worſbi p. 
Let other chriſtians have recourſe to ae 
mediators, and call upon other Gods; I will 
make mention of r axe, and of thy righ- 
teouſneſs on And aſk of thee whatſoever 
L ueed, for the ſake of, 2% Chriſt my ouly 
adorable Mediator. Him thou beazeſt al- 
ways, with him thou art always well plea- 
ſed. I honour the 40/y angels as glorious at- 
tendants about thy throne; and bleſs thee 
for them, as miniſtring ſp rits for the good 
of thy fervants; but I dare not invoke or 
worſhip them, becaufe they are Feltomo fer- 
vauts. On the ſame account, I honour the 
memory 
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oy memory of departed ſaints, but neither in- il 
G to voke them, or pay them religious worſhip. g 
the That glory thou wilt not give unto another. | 
al have no precept in holy ripture to direct, | 
"ow |{ thorize the invocation of any other but | 
-bg. ©] thee 3 in 0/0 I believe and tri, Rom. A 
to 1 10. 14. | g | | "4 . | 
ns. Havingſucha God in heaven, what can I h 
ke need on earth? His eyes behold me, his fl 
And wing is over me, his hand can ſupply me, x 
give his grace provide for me. I can want no- i 
Pt || zhing that 15g004; unleſs] Mould need ſome- 4 
** auhat which Goa, the infinitely bleſſed and 
— all iſufici ent good, cannot beſtow. If thou ; 


art the portion of my ſoul, all let — 
7 cannot make me miſerable 3 unle $ 
vid heaven of the preſence of God, hin- 


they can 


. der his care, bind up his hand, or obſtract 


1 
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1 

1 

* 
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f 


ar (his love. But tho my enemies cannot, I 
igh- fear my ſius may. They alone can ſeparate 
St between God and my ſoul. And conſidering 


the uultituae and aggravations of them, and 
ey | thine unſpotted holineſs and juſtice ; I ſhould 


big have too much reaſon to fear and tremble, 
a at-. Vea, and utterly deſpair, if I had none in 
thee eaven but thee. But thy word aſſures me 
* that I have a mediator there; a faithſut 
000 | 2n4 a compaſſiouare bigh-prieft, FeſusChrif 
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fer- the righteous ; whom thou haft exalted ro 
7 be 4 prince aud ſaviour, to-giver ACE 
| and remiſſion of fins. Who tiverh for ever 
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in heaven, to make interceſſion, till be hath i p 
brought me there: to'behold his glory, and lc 


That giony, O Lord! thou haſt reſerved d 
for heaven; in this world we only 4eſire, be- lo 
lieve, and hope to enjoy it. Whom Have Ile 
in heaven? That is the place of fruition. h 
What can I 2e/ire upon earth? This world Þ 1; 
is the place of deſires, as the other of full h. 
enſoyment. Moſt of that which men call af 
enjoyment in this life, conſiſts but in deſire. {x 
Defire or /uft is all that is in the wicked ce 
world, 1 John 2. c. 13. The riches of a 
covetous worldling makes him deſire more; 
and the great myſtery of intemperance, is 
to create and encreaſe deſires; and 42ſrres 
of another kind, are the portion of good men 
in this world 1576-5 tes i 
Ohl! that I could breathe after a tate of 
perfect fruition in heaven, with more impor- 7 
tunate deſires l Who will give me to be in 
heaven with thee ? On earth I deſire n- 
thing. So one verſion. Let me, O my ſoul 
think of Heaven, as ſuch a place or ſtate of 
hleſſed ehjayment'! ſpeak of it, ſeek it, 
long for it, prepare for it as ſuch. And let 
Fejus Chriſt, who is the deſire M all nati- 
ons, (through whom all divine communica- 
tions are made to fallen finners ) be the great 
object of my preſent 4eſires and love Lei 
me deſire nothing but as n him, and for 
him; that believing his word, obeying * 
| au 
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law, adoring his perſon, imitating his exam- 
ple, truſting his promiſe, conſtrained. by his 
love, partaking of his image, filled with his 


grace, and comforted by his ſpirit, my me- 


dirations of him may be ſweeter, and my 
love ſtronger, and 1 have nothing more 
left to 4er for my ſelf, but that God Who 
hath raiſed and exalted him would keep an, 
live my faith and hope, and holy deſires, till 
he hath made me meet to be with him; and 


after having guided me by his grace, and 
ſpirit, and counſels, here on earth, would re- 


ceive me to his moſt bleſſed and glorious pre- 
ſence in heaven. Amen, Amen. 
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The glorious appearance of: Chriſt, zo judg- 


ment conſidered as. certain: The terror 
and aſtoniſhment, confuſion aud deſpair . 
of wicked Jews aud Chriſtians, to behold 
their judge, and hear his condemning- 
ſentence to EVERLASTING deſtruc- 


tion. 


WHEN our bleſſed: Saviouf fall appear 


to judge the world, I read that it ſhall 


be, in his own glory; the glory of bis Fa- 


ther, and of the holy angels. If by the 
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glory of the Father be meant that of the di- 
vinity, as the original and author of all things 
in nature; as the almighty Creator of the 
world; and by the glory his holy angles, 


be underſtood that of the legal adminiſtra- 


tion, the lat being given by the diſpofition | 
of the angels; and by his on glory, that 
of the goſpel, as he is the MefBab ; that in 
the glory of all theſe he ſhall come to judg- | 
ment: we have a ſummary account of the 
#hree different revelations which God hath 
made of himſelf to mankind ; by the light 
of nature, that of the law, the more | 
manifeſt one of the geſpe . According | 
which every man is to be judged at the laſt | 


Tho? we cannot diſtinctly tell what, or | 
how great our Lord's glory will then be; we 
may be certain, it will be fuitable to the * 
dignity of his royal perſon ſuitable to the |; 
re of his Father's majeſty; with the 


Pa of a 1 ince, who is Heir || 
of ali things ; and hath all power in heaven 
and in earth committed to him; the great 
Lord of both worlds, head of angels and 


men; and ſuitable to his glorious office, as 


mediator, and the appointed judge of quick 
and dead. | | 
If at his transſguratios his face ſhone, and 


his raiment was white and glittering ; How 


much more ſplendid will his laſt appearance 
be? When the bodies of his ſaints ſhall be 


ſeven 


to : 


and all its works be burn'd ap; and the 
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ſeven times brighter than the luſtre of the 

Sun? And if his members ſhall then be ſo 
glorious, how tranſcendently more ſo will 
their head, their Lord appear? If the de- 
livery and promulgation of the dau on mount 
Sinai, was accompanied with ſuch circum- 
ſtances of terrible majeſty, how much more 
may we N the great affize will be 
attended with; when he comes to judge for 
the violation of the /aw, and the contem 

of the go 2 And if even Moſes did then 
exceedingly quake and fear, what will be 
the conſternation and trembling of the wick- 
ed world at the coming of Chriſt? When be 
ſpall be revealed from heaven in flaming 
re, with a glorious retinue of his mighty 
angels, as ſo many bright ſtars, about the 
more glorious fun of righteouſneſs. "Fhe 
lights of heaven ſhall be eclips d; the viſi- 
ble ſun ſhall veil its bluſhing head, as infi- 
nitely out-ſhone ; the preſent glory of the 
creation be all benighted, by reafon of his 
tranſcendent brightneſs. Yea, the heavens 
ſhall be wrap'd up as a ſcroll; the elements 
melt away with a mighty noiſe ; the earth 


whole univerſe as one great bonefire, to a- 
dorn the :riumph of our Lord's . py 
And this uſher'd in by the voice of an areh- 
angel, proclaiming his approach; and the 
voice of God, ſupplying the uſe of a trum- 
pet, to raiſe the dead, and poſſeſs mankind 
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with an awful reverence of their judge. 

Thus in triumph, as a conqueror, and a 
judge, ſhall he come again, who once ap- 
pear'd in the form of a ſervant, to be judg- 
ed and condemn'd by man. Then he was 
called King in ſcorn : ow he will appear as 
much above all earthly and human great- 
neſs, as once he ſtoop'd, for our ſakes, be- 
neath it. Then the contempt of nations, 
and no way eſteem'd deſirable when he 
came from the womb of his virgin mother: 
20wW the terror of the world, when he comes 
again from the right-hand of his father. No 
more to be ſubject to a ſtate of meanneſs, 
but to render vengeance. to all who know 
ue Goa, and obey not the os fo :; aud to be 
glorified iu the ſaints, ana admired in, and 
Ey all them that believe. 2 
He was put to ſbame in the days of his 
fleſh, made himſelf of no reputation, and 

accounted unworthy to live: but when he 
comes again, he will put on a garment of 
vengeance, to repay fury to the enemies of 
his croſs, and make his wicked deſpiſers 
riſe again to ſhame and everlaſting contem pt. 
They that once bowed the knee to him in 
mockery, and ſhaked their heads at him in 
deri ſion, ſhall then ſee every Knee bow be- 
fore him, of things in heaven, things in 
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earth, and under the earth : angels, men, 
and devils, in ſubjection to him, as Lord 


and King. Pilate who condemn'd him as 
his priſoner, : ſhall ind before him. as his 

| and know. that he was ano- 
thergueſs king and monarch, than that Ro- 
man emperour. The falſe witneſſes who 
accuſed him of blaſpemy, ſhall be impeach- 


. 


ed by one another, and their own guilty con- 


ſciences, Peppe bis bar 1 with, tha, other 


hs who once ARS him before their tri- 
Dunal ; and be confounded, to ſtand before 
his judgment-ſeat. His cruciſers ſhall be- 
hold him on a throne-of glory, whom they 
mailed to an infamous croſs. They ſhall be 


aſtoniſh'd to behold him fitting at the right- 


hand of God, whoſe hands they bound, 
whoſe body they ſcourg'd, whoſe, fide. they 


pirne, They who crown'd him with 7horns. 


hall (with. all the world) behold him. with. 


a crown of g/ory. They that ſpit on him, 
and ſmote him on the face with the fiſt of 


wickedneſs, ſhall have their own faces co- 


vered with confuſion. . They that approved 


his condemnation to death, as a criminal, 
ſhall be ſentenced from his mouth, as their 
judge, to everlaſting deſtruction. They that 


ſcourged him as a malefactor, ſhall be bea- 


ten with many ſtripes. They that made him 
ſtagger under the Weight of his croſs, ſhall 
ſink under the guilt. and puniſhment. of de- 
ſpiſing it. They that nailed him to the ac- 
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curſed tree, between thieves and robbers, 
ſhall be ſentenc'd ro endleſs 


to get a * of water to cool their own 
tongues. Where then ſhall the wicked and 
ungodly of the chriſtian world appe: 
crucify the ſon of Gol afreſh, fince he hath 
declared himſelf to be ſo, by his refurrecti- 
on, and the miſſion of the holy ghoft, and 
fulfilling his threatened vengeance on the na- 
. = Aga 
If the Few ſhall have a ſorer condemna- 
tion than i 
heard of Chriſt, never ſaw his miracles, or 


ar? who 


were inform'd of his doftrine ; how ſhall 
we eſcape? for he will come again as @ con- 
 queror and fudge, and not as a ſufferer and 


a ſurety, as he came at firſt ; and tho' he 
was numbered with traſgreſſors, and made 


Vis grave with the wickea, at his firſt ap- 


pearance; he ſhall hereafter be attended 
with the fhouts of angels, who excel in 
ſtrength, and the joyful acclamations of his 
ſaints, glittering as the light, and paying 
homage to him as the ju ge of quick an 

dead. He, whom we have deſpiſed, ſhall 
then be encompals'd with a dazling glory, 


that will confound us. He, whom we have 
affronted, will be cloathed with a majeſty 


that ſhall aſtoniſh us. He, whom we have 


offended, fhall be armed with power and 


3 with 


puniſhment, in | 
much worſe company. They who gave him | 
gall and vinegar to drink, ſhall not be able 


gnorant Heathens, who never | 


i 
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vit wrath to puniſh us ; and all that con- 


tinue to lift up the heel againſt him, ſhall 
then be made his footſtool ; all that refute 
to kiſs the ſce 
ken in pieces by his iron rod. 5” ny 

| The holy ſe pture doth frequently and ex- 
preſsly affure us, that he will 7-5 come a- 


gain, and for theſe ends. He is exalted, and 


gone to heaven, 45 the head of his church, 
and the king of glory; and when he fore- 
told his aſtenfion, he gave a promiſe of his 
return. The heavens are to contain him, till 
the reſtirution of all things. By his pro- 


vidence, and by his holy ſpirit, he now car- 


ries on the defigns of his death: and when 
theſe are accompliſhed, be will appear to 
the joy of believers, and the confuſion of 
the wicked. He is entred as aur forerun- 
ner, within the veil to prepare manſions, 
and to take poſſeſſion for us, and will not 
always leave us in this dark and defiling 
world. He knoweth our ſorrows, and hear- 


eth our er. and bottles our tears, takes 
Z notice of our groans, and in all our atflictions 
5 he is afflicted, 


Being recoucided by 1s. 
aeath, at his firſt coming, we ſhall be ſaves 
by His life, fince he lives to make good his 
word of coming again. t 
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How comfortable is the 2ewws of it? How 
Joyful will be the meeting to ſuch as expect 
and prepare to ſee him? when the ſea and 
the graves ſhall yield up their dead, and all 
the priſoners of hope lift up their heads, a- 
riſe, go up, and meet the Lord in the air, 
and aſcend with him to the heavenly glory. 
But who can expreſs how diſmal a fight this 
will be to the ſecure, and the impeuiteut, 
to all who die in in their ſins? to behold 


their juage (who formerly offered to be 


their Saviour) upon a glorious throne, and 


all the children of Adam ſummon'd before 


His tribunal! to have nothing to anſwer a- 
gainſt his charge, and no way to eſcape his 
condemning Tentence ! They deſpiſed him 
as a lamb, offer'd in ſacrifice to take away 
the fins of the world ; but ſhall no longer 
do ſo, when he comes as the /1092 of tte 
tribe of Fuaah, to devour and deftroy the 
enemies of his croſs. Now they will not own 
him for Lord, but ſhall then find he is ſo, 
by the vengeance he will execute. 


As a Jeſus, as a Saviour they rejected 


him, making light of his ſalvation, deſpi- 
fing his mercy, refuſing his grace ; but the 
neglected goſpel will then be a more killing 
letter than the Jaw. He, who by his am- 
baſſadors, doth now intreat ſinners to be re- 
conciled, will then be as deaf to heir in- 
treaties, as they have been to his. Becauſe 
they would not turn at his reproof, hearken 
| 0 
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to the call of his word, and obey its voice, 
they muſt hear the ſentence of condemnati- 
on, and feel the execution of it, whether the 
will or no; yea, the blood of his. croſs wil 
upbraid, accuſe, and plead againſt them. 
And whatſoever fooliſh evaſions they now 
make to continue in ſecurity, they ſhall then 
be ſpeechleſs and [eif-condemned. Nothing 
will be able to hide them from the amazin 
preſence of their judge, or from the. wra 
of the lamb. He then will inflict an intole- 
rable and righteous vengeance, an everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction upon all the ignorant and un- 

odly world: The greateſt, the ſtouteſt, the 

ldeft of them hal then be humbled, and 

ſtand before Chriſt's tribunal, upon an equal 
level with the meaneſt; ſeized with horror 
filled with guilt, anguiſh and deſpair z, and 
find to their eternal confuſion, that the judge 
is no reſpefer of . bur every man 
hall receive according to his works : the 
mighty ſhall not be ſpared for his greatneſs, 
nor the mean man for his poverty. 

O fool! O wretch that I am! ſhall many 
then ſay, who now brave it out in pride and 
vanity, unconcern d about a future judgment! 
not to be perſuaded by the terrors of the 
Lord, which I was ſo often warn' d and fore- 
told of ! What refuge of hope can I now flee 
to? What can J — for my ſelf? What can I 
do to eſcape, to die, to exiſt no longer? I 


would have 70 compaſſion on my own ſoul ; 
| | I would 
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I would not fo much as 4er its danger , 
the yr now _ nome from e! can ex- 
pect none: his mercy is , and gone for 
ever! I am loſt, 22 and 
muſt eternally be ſo. O the amasemenr, 
horror, and #efÞary of ſelf-condemned fin- 
ners in that day of e! | 

O my ſoul! what is there of greater con- 
ſequence, or of greater certainty from the 
word of God, than that I ut appear to 
judgment when Chriſt fhall come again? 
Tora, teach me to believe it firmly, to con- 
fider it often, to lay it feriouſly to heart, to 
act under the influence and power of it, as 
10 * I live; that at the great reſurrecti- 
om from the dead, I may lift up my head 
with a joyful hope, and find the judge to 
be my Rites, my advocate, my Feſus, and 
not my enemy and aeftroyer. 


Fete ee arte beers partner Cage Inet 


Meditations of the glory of Chriſt in his glo- 


rified ſaints, aud of the thankful admi- 
ration of believers, ⁊ꝛchen he ſpall come 
again from heaven, which ball be con- 
tinuea to all eternity. 5 | 


* HE terror of our Lord's appearance to 
judgment, cannot be greater to the 
evicked, than the comfort and joy of it will 
be to the ſaints. When they ſhall ſee him 
whom their ſouls love, aſcend with him to 
heaven, and be welcom'd, according to his 
promiſe, with thoſe endearing words, Came 
we bleſſed children of my Father, inherit 
rhe kingdom prepared for you, from before 
rhe foundation of the wort. * "T'was for 
«* your ſakes I aſſumed fleſh, lived on earth, 
and died on the croſs to purchaſe this glo- 
* rious kingdom for you, which I now come 
to give you the poſteffion of: twas for this 
I prayed and ſuffered on earth, for zþis 1 
* interceeded ever fince in heaven: I was 


* 9 


a heard 


r r 
1 
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* heard in that prayer, accepted in thoſe 


| * ſufferings, and my 7nterceſſion granted 2 
bat where I am you maybe alſo, to be- o 
1 * hold my glony. Come therefore good and N | ©. 
ö faithful ſervants, enter into your Lord's this 
| joy. O what raviſhing wards will theſe Ia 
; [1] be ! what an extaſy of love and kindneſs is 85 
1 implied in them! what matter of rejoycing 112 
mau it now give me, to admit the Hope that bo 
1 my bleſſed Saviour will ſay ſuch words as a 
| 9 | theſe to ze, and. bid me ſtand on his right- lin 
3 'F hand, among his ſheep. O what an exult- 2 
1 ing frame of ſoul will ſuch expreſſions raiſe ! tal 

Wl | How ſhall all my doubts and fears, and ſor- * 

rows be ſcattered in a moment, and ceaſe || 1. 

5 for ever! O: glorious day l. when my bleſ- ri) 
ſed Lord fhall thus publickly acknowledge Hi 

it me for his own, and plead my cauſe from wi 

'F all the accuſations of ſatan, and the malici- na 
| il ous calumnies of all his inſtruments! when w. 

I ſhall be able to ſay of all my fins and ſuf- ” 


ferings, as my Lord upon the croſs, It is 1 
Huiſpbed, it is finiſped! My warfare being he 


accompliſh'd, being more than conqueror 


"Mend 
— a A * 5 fit 


[fl overall thro! him who loved me, and died F. 
1 for me, and now is come to wipe auch all | pt 
Lil tears from mine eyes, as it were with the ar 
1 24þkin that was bound about his head when bi 
[ll laid in the grave; all being the fruit of his b 
l meritorious death. 'Then ſhall I have no- AZ 
| if thing more to fear, or wiſh or beg; I ſhall of- 


\ vs X O 
fend, provoke and diſhonour him no more; 4 


or 


bour and ſuffer, defire and ex 
and hope, c. but then perfect reſt and ho- 


or by my folly and ſcandal, diſcredit his holy 
name and goſpel; but by conſummate bolts 
neſs be fitted to rejoice in his preſence and 


love, and celebrate his. praiſe for ever. 1 


ſhall never more lament his abſence, or com- 

lain of his anger; never ſee a cloud on his. 
Beg or a frown in his look any more. Now 
I muſt wait and pray, ſtruggle and ſtrive, la- 
| ct, believe 


lineſs, love and joy, viſion and fruition, bliſs 
and glory unutterable and everlaſting ſhall 
take placcꝓꝓ . 4 


derful perfectious of Chriſt will then be glo- 
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3 


All the attributes of God, all the won | 


o 


. 


riied in believers, and admired by them. 


His invariable truth will then be honoured,” © | 


whieh they truſted to, and waited for; for 
now they ſhall know, and find they did not 
wait in vain: they hop'd in his world, and 


ventur'd their ſalvation upon it; and no- 
they ſhall receive the end of their faith and 
hope, infinitely beyond what they ever ex- ** . 
pected or believed. K. 


The glory of divine 2017/4072 will then ap- 
ar, When the conſtitution, adminiſtration, 
and deſign of the mediator's kingdom ſhall 
be fully known in the admirable order and 
beauty of every part of it, with the exact 
tendency of all the particulars to one glori- 
ous end, and the whole undertaking crown'd 
with ſo bleſſed an iſſue. What is now a ny- 


ſtery 


* 
oY 
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ftery even to believers themſelves, and hath 
a veil upon it, ſhall then no longer be ſo ; all 
the riddles of God's grace and providence 
ſhall be plainly underſtood. O how tranſ- 
porting a view mult it needs be, when the 
glory of all the divine attrionutes which God 


intended to accompliſh in and by Chriſt, ſhall 


be manifeſt to his redeemed ſaints! the whole 


method of our ſalvation will then appear to 


be the fruit of anſearchable wiſdom, when 


we ſhall all fee the reality and ſubſtance, and 
entire ſcheme of all that God defigned in 
and by him ; all that was typified of him, 
and foretold concerning him in the Old 
Teſtament. How will it all appear to 
be te manifold. wiſdom of God ! Ephel. 
3. 10, x 3 

As in uniting heaven and earth together 
in the of our moderator, fulfilling 
the truth of a terrible threatning in his death, 
and by the ſame way accompliſhing * many 
gracious promiſes; ſatisfying juſtice, and at 
the ſame time ſhewing mercy ; manifeſting 
* grace and HET b 5 7 
blood; conquering deat ing, iſ- 
I ** it, Se. 
afterwards ſubduimg the world to the faith 
of the goſpel, by the fooliſhneſs of preach- 


* 


een r. Charnock of rhe divine attribute wiſ. 


ing; 


y ſhedding of 


CC SES w@ar as cr ls; 


-—o 
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ing; making men wiſe to falvation, by the 
knowledge of the croſs ; and Fang io 
faith the more, _—_ the * made 
againſt it, GS. How wonderfully will a 
clear view of theſe things diſcover, and glo- 
rify the wifdom of ! 1 

But the love and grace of Chriſt; the 
infinite goodneſs and compaſſion of God 


will then be magnified in an eſpecial man- 


ner. What but ſovereign love in the whole 


contrivance and council of God about our 


redemption ! What admirable love and grace 
in the whole management of that deſign ! 
What unparalkl'd kindneſs in the accom- 
pliſhment of it, by the facrifice of the Son 
of God! And how glorieus will 7576 love 
again to give us 


appear, when he ſhall come 
rchaſe! With 


the fall harveſt of all his 


what admiring thankfulneſs ſhall believers 


then contemplate the unſearchable riches of 
his grace! In all the parts and inſtances of 
humiliation, from his conception to his cru- 
cifixion and burial ; in all the evidences and 
diſcoveries made of it, from the firſt pro- 
miſe to its completion; yea, from the foun- 
dation of the world, in the covenant of 
” wg the father _—_— — = 

is ſecond coming to jud world, an 

25 * his father. 

How ſhall we then admire and adore his 
Ten grace which ſnatch'd us as fire- 
out of everlaſting burnings ; that ef- 
feQually 
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fectually ſhin'd into our minds by heavenly 
light; conquer'd the oppoſition of out ſtub- 
born wills, ſanctiſied our carnal hearts, reſ- 
cued us from the tyranny of ſatan, and the 
dominion of luſt; giving, cheriſhing and 
reſerving the holy ſeed of grace, and ma- 
m it ſpring up to eternal life; defeating 
the malicious and ſubtle endeavours of the: 
devil to deſtroy it; enabling us to endure 
tribulation, and perſevere to the end; gi- 
ving us victory over death; conducting us 
through the dark valley; raiſing our bodies, 
reviving and re- uniting them to our ſouls, 
and rendering them glorious like his own 
body; and at length rewarding our imper- 
fect ſervice with ezernal life! Yea, tho our 
Def ſervices were mix'd With ſin, our holi- 
eſt duties ſpotted, our moſt couragious ſuf- 


* 


-- fering mix'd with unbelief, rewarded with 


4 — N Lat As, 
CE EE IE CEE TO re 


a bleſſedneſs that hath no allay of evil, but 


il the ingredients of a perfect felicity, and 


75 


nothing to leſſen and interrupt it. How ſhall 
wie then admire the bounty of our gracious 


Tord, the freeneſs, tenderneſs, riches, and 


the exceeding greatneſs and glory of his i- 
finite 8 and grace to poor believers ! 
With what extaſies of joy and gratitude 

may we imagine that our Lord will be then 
admired by all his redeemed ones ? 
| Saying, This is He who made our peace 
with God, and revers'd the ſentence of dam- 
nation, which we were under; who bought 
us 
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ns with the price of his moſt precious blood, 
bore the wrath of his father, and ſubmitted 
to an infamous and curſed death for us. He 
aſſumed our nature, that we might partake 
of His; became the ſon of man, that we 


might be made the children of God: for 


our {akes he became poor, that we through 
his poverty might become rich: he ſtoop'd 
to bear the greateſt ignominy and reproach, 
to confer honour on us: he was for a time 
forſaken of his father, that we might not'be 
ſo eternally: he felt the ſtroke of his anger 
againſt fin, that we might not periſh under 


it. He was a man of ſorrows, and acquain- 
ted with griefs, that we might rejoyce: his 


agonies and bloody ſweat were for our re- 
freſhment, and by his ſtri pes we are heal- 


ed: he bowed his head on the croſs, that 


we might lift up ours in triumph; and be- 
cauſe we had eaten of the forbidden fruit, 
he hung on the accurſed tree. Twas for 
us that he ſuffered the frowns of heaven, 
the enmity of hell, the rage of devils, the 
hatred and perſecution of the world: he 
was judged that we might not come into 


condemnation: he was crucified, that we 


night be glorified ; and he is now come 
again, finally and fully to effect it. 
O the height and depth, and /engrh, and 


_ breadth of the love of — which paſ- 


ſeth; knowledge, but calls for admiration, 
and everlaſting gratitude ! This is the * 
1 Je 
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ſed day, we long'd and waited, and pray- whic 


ed for! This is our gracious, our glorious me | 
Lora, whoſe love melted our heart, whoſe | from 
promiſe was our ſupport, whoſe word was — 


our rule, whoſe ſpirit was our comforter, 
whoſe craſs was our crewn, and the hope 
of his appearance our chief conſolation! 

Lord! What am 1, what was J, that the 
ever bleſſed Son of God ſhould do and ſuf- 
fer and purchaſe all this for we! I can 
remember when I was ignorant of God, a 
ſtranger to him, at enmity with bim, un- 
der wer of darkneſs, and the devil, 
ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, haften- 
ing to hell, and liable to his wrath. But 
he choſe me out of the world, ſtamp'd his 
image upon me, pardaned my fins, and 
embrac'd me in the arms of his unchange- 
able love. O happy change! and yet how 
little did I prize his grace, admire his love 
and expreſs my own, or promote his glo- 
2 and hanour him in the eyes of others? 

w did I diſhonour my profeſſion and ho- | 
ly calling, as bis diſciple, by aggravated | 
apoſtacy? But he recovered me by repen- 
Zauce, and healed my hack/tarngs, and re- | 
ceived me graciouſly, becauſe he loved me | 
freely. O admirable grace! to pardon and 
fave, and bring to glory ſuch. an unthank- 
ful. zorerch, as 1 bavo been! to make ſuch | 
a. difference hetween mne and others, whom g 
I knew on each! That che fame Power 

| - whic 
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which makes them miſerable, now makes 
me blefſed! That when they are banifh'd 


from his preſence into everlaſting deſtructi- 


on, I am admitted to behold his glory, and 
ſhall dwell with him for ever! 
O, how much ore do I now ſee and find, 
than ever I believed, of the love of Chriſt, 
and his promiſed ſalvation ! How much 
zuore glorious is the perſon of my redeemer ! 
How much more excellent is the heavenly: 
fate than ever I thought or expected! I 
could not have imagined the 7houſanath, 
tboufandth part of that which I now ſee and 
ſee]. I cannot but admire, and ſpend an 
eternity im admiring and praiſing the in- 


Nags nn grace and glory of my bleſſed 
| Redeemer. Aug e ky 


Such holy admiration will certai | 
duce the — thaukful — — 
Lord Jeſus. Saying one to another, O ble, 
the Lord f laue and glory who humbled 
himſelf ſo low as our Mediator, and hath 


| <xaltedusfo high, as the bleſſell fruit of it þ 


How can we ever enongb adore and praiſe 
him, who condeſcended ſo far, and hath 
done and ſuffer d fomuch ſor us? See how 
the holy angels worſhip this King of glory! 
And have notævery one of.us more reaſon to 
do ſo? O let all the choir of heaven cele- 
brate his - rous lone! and let us his e 
deemed, his glorified ones lay continually, 
Let the Tun le maguiſet; ubo haut do- 
ved 


m 1 — —— — 
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ved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his 


own blood, and made us kings and prieſts 


unto God his Father, and through him | 


. 


: 


O merciful Saviour! O glorious change! 


O happy ſociety! with whom we ſhall eter- 
nally adore our common Lord. We can ſome 
of us remember, when we lived together on 
earth, how we wept and prayed, and faſted 


and mourned together, how we ſuffered, and | 
complain'd, and -finn'd together. - O the | 


marvellous change -our Redeemer hath now 
wrought for us, and in us! theſe bodies, 


theſe ſouls, this life, this place, this company, 
theſe enjoyments are not like thoſe in yon- 
der world. But alas] who can deſcribe what 
believers ſhall then think, and ſay to extol | 


their Saviour! How ſmall a portion is it we 


underſtand of that world? How little can 


I conceive, and how much leſs expreſs ? 


Bleſſed be God we know ſo much, as the 
matter of our joyful hopes; and for ever | 
bleſſed be God, who hath: promiſed and 

2197 0%g ſuch a glory for us, as. cannot now i 


e fully known. 
What inexpreſſi 


We might liſten. as it were to the ſhouts 


and acclamations of the ſaints above, and 


ſay amen to their thankſgivings. We might | 


5 
2 
£ 


behold them about the throne of God, and 


of 


ible ſweetnei 5 * he be- | 
lievers taſte, by rejoicing in hope, did a more 
lively Faith realize all this to their ſouls? 
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of the lamb, with palms of victory in their 
hands, a crown of g/ory on their heads, and 
ſongs of triumph in their mouths, ſaying, al- 
letujah ; * worthy art thou, O Lora, to re- 


thou haſt created all things, ani for thy 
worthy is the lamb that was lain, to re- 


ſtrength, and honour, and glory and bleſſing. 
And again, bleſſing, honour, glory and pow- 
er be unto him who ſits upon the throne, 
ani to the lamb, for ever and ever. © 

| Whence is it, O my ſoul: if indeed J be- 
lieve and expect all this, that F can hear 
and * and think, and ſpeak of F Heſe 
great things, with no more ardent affecti- 
ons, ſuitable preparations, importunate pray- 
ers, and vigorous defires ? How ſhould the 
believing thoughts of that day promote my 


of the world, patience and perſeverance ? 
Quicken my zeal, ſecure my ſteadfaſtneſs, 
and give life and ſpirit to my prayers for the 
haſtening of it? How ſhould my ſoul riſe 
towards Heaven, by holy love and deſire? 
Aſcend and meet him, get as near him as 
I can, breathe after more of his preſence, 


and beg him to prepoſſeſs my heart, to an- 


; | - — 


| * Rev. 4. c. IT. 5. e. 12. 13. : 
tici pate 


ceive glory, aud honour, ana Power ; for 
pleaſure they are, and were created. Ang 


ceive power, aud riches, and wiſdom, and 
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cipate his ſeeond coming by clearer diſcove- 
ries of his love, and fuller communications 
of his grace? Even ſo, come Lord Feſt. 


? 


„ TY.  FIIY. 
Concerning the examination of a man's heart 
aud life: The reaſonableneſs, advanta- 
ges and neceſſity of" it. Some directions 
and advice concerning the time aud man- 
ner; that we may know in what prepa- 
redneſs we are for eternity. 


1 Am haſtening every year, every day, to 
the period of this: I muſt ſhortiy ap- 
pear before my glorious Judge; and experi- 
ence theſe terrors or comforts, this blefled- 
neſs or miſery, which I have now read of. 
Shall I not therefore enquire which of the 
two belongs to me? Is it not worth confidet- 
ing, whither I muſt go, and how I ſhall fare, 
when I quit this body ? Whatis like to be 
my next habitation? To which of the two 
unchangeable ſtates I ſhall be adjudg'd ? 
Shall an enquiry of ſo much conſequence be 
toff, to an indefinite hereafter ? Dol 
not defire to know the worſt, while a reme- 


dy may be found? Or am I content to die 
7 through 
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through an unwillingneſs to diſcover that L 
am fick? The queſtion to be reſolved is of 
infinite weight. Shall I not ſpend. a few 
hours to know what will become of me for 
ever? An error is no more than poſſible, tis 
eaſy to miſtake ; and the hazard of doing 
ſo is unſpeakably great. How many thou- 
ſands periſh eternally, even under _ light 
of the goſpel, who never ſuſpected their 


danger? How ordinary, how. common a 


thing is it for men to be thus deceived! how 
ſucceſsful is the devil in this ſtratagem a- 
gainſt the ſouls of men ! : is 
ls it not then a moſt criminal ſtupidity to 
be contentedly ignorant and unreſolved, 
whether I am reconciled to God or no; whe- 


ther J am led by the fleſh or by the ſpirit ; 


whether I am in the broad or narrow way, 
which leads to ſuch contrary. ends; that is, 
whether, if I die in this condition, I ſhall be 


| ſaved or periſh? Can ſuch an enquiry be 
frivolons or indifferent? Is the ſubject of it 


ſo contemprible, or my concern in it ſo all, 
that it merits not to be attentively conſider- 
ed? Shall I never ask my ſoul, till I am la- 
ving this world, (the unfitteſt time of all to 
begin ſo important an affair) what am 1? 


| To whom do belong? Whoſe image do I 
| bear? How have 1 lived, andwwhat ao I 10? 
M bat do IT love moſt? What do I moſt con- 
anti deſire, aud chuſe, aud ſeek? How 


aoth re pulſe of my ſoul beat? I it quick- 
GE. et 


— PP er Ln CS 
* 


150 Devout REFLECTIONS 


eſt rowards God, or towards the world? 
# hither am Tt going? What will be the 
final upſhot and iſſue of my preſent courſe? 
I it heaven or hell I 22»ft be tran/lated to 
by dying? What ſecurity have I got for 
eternal life? What — have Þ made? 4 
#/hat foundation have F laid ? L 
How ſtrangely infatuated are moſt men, 
who talk of an everlaſting life, as an arti- 
cle of their creed, and ſay they count upon 
it, that they muſt dwell in Huppineſs or mi- 
ſery for ever; and ſeldom or never bethink | 
themſelves in good earneſt, and for any time 
with a ſettled compoſed exerciſe of thoughts, 
which of theſe z2vo is like to be their lot. Or 
if they begin to ſearch and try themſelves, '7 
they come to no concluſion, or conclude too 
haftily ; they pluck off the plaiſter as ſoon as 
it begins to ſmart ; they are either frightned 
with the horrid proſpect of paſt crimes, or, 
having eſcap'd the groſſer Deer of the 
world, judge too favourably of their own | 
caſe, They commonly do the work but by | 
halves, and ſo go from the glaſs, and forget 
what manner of perſons they were. . 
Let me therefore, O my ſoul ! Sequeſter 
my ſelf from the world, to commune with | 
my own heart, to reflect upon my paſt life | | 
and look into my preſent ſtate, to recollect 
and review the moſt conſiderable paſſages of 
my courſe and time hitherto. O how neglect- | 
pi and diſuſed a practice is this, which doth 
| | chall enge 


. 


G 1 Ges 


. 


- 


S 

orld ? 
e the 
mrſe? 
fed to 
t for 
nade d? 


men, 
1 arti- 


2 * 
2 


r ini- 


time 
aghts,, 
ot. Or 
ſelves, 
de too 


on TIME and ETERNITY, 1567 


challenge and require our principal and moſt 
ſerious concerns about it! And how many be- 
gin it, and are diſcouraged, and leave off, 
without reaching the end of ſuch an en- 
1 m ch auiſer in this, reſpect are the 
chilaren of this world in tllein generation, 
than the chilarem of ligbt ? Who is ſo ex- 
act in his accomprs between God and his own 
ſous, as ae in their 4enlings with one 
another? Who is at the pains to write down 
his ſins and his mercies ? the grounds ot 
his fear, and the encouragements ol his hope? 
or keeps a journal and diany of his ſpiritua 
ſtate ? Who dath, at ſet times, once a 
Month, or once a quarter, ur even once a 
year, take a juſt vie w of himſelf. his heart, 
and life, and ſtate, as a chriſtias; that he 
may ſee what he hath received and done, 
what he owes, and what he may expect 3 
that he may knew whether he His or de-: 
cays ; whether He encreaſe or decreaſe, whe- 
ther he go backwarg or forward; whether 
he be r2eber or ;p0oorer this year than the 
laſt? And is it not a Omptom that you are 


decltiniug, when you love net xe examine. 


your accounts? Is there not ground of q ea- 
louſy and. fuſþicion,* that you are Hehiud: 
hand becauſe you ate loth to enquire, whe- 
ther you are or no; and unwilling to know 
the worſt of your condition? Nevertheleſs, 
without ſuch ehEmuinies, and bringing the 
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matter to a determination, at what uncer- 
tainties muſt we live? And how unconcei- 
vable an hazard do all hypocrites and unre- 
newed ſinners run? Aud! how reafonable, 
how neceflary is it that we ſhould know, and 
in order to it, prove our ſelves ? We muſt 
therefore beſtow time and ſerious diligence 
about it, that we may examine matters to 
the bottom, and come to ſome reſult; ſo 
that we may form a right judgment con- 
cerning our own caſe. mee. 
Ne that, would do it to good purpoſe, muſt 
endeavour to underſtand clearly the terms 
of the covenant on God's part, and on ours: 
and take care not to judge of himſelf by miſ- 
taken rules; by a falſe ſtandard that God 


will not juſtify ; or by any ſuch characters 


as will not conclude. But moſt men are 1/1- 
willing to bring themſelves to a 7#ial, or to 
Jet comſtienee deal plainly and «cr pun 
with them. They are ſtupidly ſecure, and 
= —_ — of this 3 or do war 
ukPect t ſelves. - They preſume they 
— be at that trouble: Ls are ſo 4 
up with the world, that they cannot find 
_ #ime and leiſure for it. And many men dare 
not bring their hearts and ways to a trial. 
There is commonly ſome ſecret luſt in- 
dulg'd, which they are loth to let go. But 
moſt go on in ſin, and peri ſii eternally; be 
cauſe they think there is no danger of periſh-' 
ing; and never repent, and make their 
22 28 1 peace 


7 
e 


. 


N S 


uncer- 
concei- 
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peace with God, beeauſe they faticy, and 


* 


reſume tis done already. 
Therefore let me beg of thee, ' whoever 
hon art, who readeſt this, to put the cafe 
to thy ſelf, ſeriouſly to admit the doubt, whe- 


ther you are not miſtaken; make the /#p- 
F 79f:07, that yo have nor hitherto ſuffici- 
ently confidered' the ſtate of your ſoul. You 


are confident that 4/7 is well; and thereup- 


on are unwilling to examine farther: but for 


that very reaſon you ought to queſtion, whe- 
ther it be ſõ or not? Do but ask your ſelf 
ferioully,' what is the grp of your good 
opinion concerning your ſelf ? For what rea- 
n can you thus conclude?˖ [ 
Did you ever ſeriouſly lay to heart the 
characters and deſcription which the ſcrip- 
tures give of thoſe whom Chriſt will own ar 
the laſt day; and of ſuch whom he will re- 
ject and reprobate? With unfeigned applica- 
tion to 50 on caſe, have you (therewith 
prov'd your ſelves? And come to a ſettled 
udgment, a'deliberate enqiury ? And was 
the concluſion to your comfort and joy? If ſo, 
what influence hath it fince had upon your 


heart and life? Hath it promoted purity, thank- 


- * * 


fulneſs, heavenly-mindedneſs; contempt of 
this world, and ſtronger deſires after the i- 
mage, love, and preſence of God, and the 
glory of Chriſt? Moreover confider, _ 
Is not this a good while ago? How have 


you- behaved. your ſelf ever ſince? Have 
Intl | 


G 4 you 
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not renſon to look back with ſhame ? 

_ but /lighily examin'd, your ſelf pot 
ly, reſolve to do it more effectually now: re- 
* 72 fins you have been fince guilty of: 

it You, have not done any thing conſide · 
-_ this kind, you ought 220 to, begin, 
It is ſeaſonable to begin the year by ſuch 
an . and it will be Found of, treat 
uſe, in all the following yy 1 eſpeci- 
ally when you come to examine your ſelf a- 


freſh, in order to the Lord's ſupper. For 


we ought frequently to renew the {ad re- 
memberance of our former ſins; han from 
time to time we rene our repent a res 
which is the hb pe life,. hed yr ipey one 
day. And he that comes to the ſacrament, 
and will look no farther back than to the laſt 
communion, may;poſlibly preſume too much, 
that. all was then as it ſhould b e, mel gar 
be humble : bun O a 
If any one Jas JG refined in > CAR 71 
et upon an holy life, and ſerioully dane 
— — for eternity, as it is neceſſary to 
n review of his life, ſo I defire 
to afford him the beſt counſel. I can, in or- 
der to it. Poomag zi di Heli Ens 115d 
It may be adviſable,” (aj. if you hade not 
formerly begun this work, to employ. one 
hour at leaſt in a Us for ſeveral « ays fol- 
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CO Vid, Mi: Muse Baxter fan: ift b. 3. GR. H, 8. 8. 
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lowing, in zpbriting doꝛun the moſt confide- 
rable paſſages of your life you can remem- 
ber, defiring God's aſſiſtance therein; and 
keeping your r end, in the 
whole 3 that is, thi 11 

your ſelf, Chuſe a place of retirement, and 
the moſt convenient time, that you may not 
be interrupted, and when your heart is moſt 


to ſeveral parts, as from infancy till he left 
off going to ſchool, or was bound apprentice, 


ble-periad, or ts the ꝓreſent time. It may 
der the ſeveral! places uf their abode, and 


in order to repentance, and godly ſorrow. 


2 
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| g ſeriouſly: that tis 
in order to eternity that you now examine 


ſerious, - Every man may divide his life in- 


or ſettled in any way of education. From 
thence, till fix d in ſome employment: if a 
married perſon, till entred into that conditi- 
on. And from thence to another remarka- 


better aſſiſt ſome perſons memory, to conſi- 


compute according to them. In each porti- 
on of time, recollect what ins you. were 
moſt addicted to: in what inſtances, with. 
what frequemay, and with what other vari- 
ous aggravations you committed them: And 
W Ig 0 at a effects and conſoijuen- 
ces of thoſe ſins; to your ſelves, and others, 


Which: muſt not be judged of by tears, but 
grief, and _inwardchatred-of fin.. Remem- 
ring that no man is the better meerly for 
being examin'd, if there follows nothing af- 
ter it. Tis in order to a. juagment to be 
G 5. paſs'd. 
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- paſs'd upon our ſelves. Pis to ſearch out 
our own iniquity, our beloved fin, in order 
do the mortifcation of it. That Goliah 
muſt firſt be ſlain, if ever the other Ph773/- 
. Fines are conquered, In ſome it is pride, in 
others world lineſs, in ſfomie uncleanneſs, in 
others drunkenneſs, gluttony, Sc. That 
you may diſcover it, obſerve what fin tis 
you are moſt unwilling to part with; which 
- you could even wi ſh were not forbidden. 
© | Which you have formerly been moſt apt 
0 lead for, to extenuate, brexcuſe and hide. 
he thoughts whereof do moſt frequent- 
ty occur; eſpecially when alone: Firſt in 
e morning, and laſt at night: and are 
more diſtra ing in prayer and worſhip. 
4 Wich an awaken'd conſcience hath moſt 
f plainly: told you of; under a ſermon, or at 
a ſacrament, or under ſome en, affliction, 
or on a fick-bed, Sc. 
> Which you can leaſt bear to be reprov'd 
8 
Which the temperament. of your baby 
men incline to. 5 ; 
your calling, emp oyinent; com- 
pany, and e acumen the greateſt 
. temptations for. 
Ik! bat eſpeciall ty witich hack, the. throne of 
4 the heart, and — all the faculties a work, 
to contrive fuel and e e _ 22 
2 oa bent unge 8 
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: ,Obſerve likewiſe what paſſion was molt 


predominant in cach period of time, or is 
ſo z. and what ill effects it hath produ- 
d. Conſider farther What dangerous g- 
tatious you have met with; how you have 
fallen by them, or been enabled to reſiſt. 
Conſider withal the rime, and the means, 
whereby God hath at any time formerly 
awaken d, convinc'd, and humbled you; 
what pur offumendment, and promiſes 
of | reformation} you have ever made; and 
how far you: have, or have not perform'd 
them. Recollect likewiſe all the ſpecial 


mercies you have receiv'd from God in eve- 


ry ſtate and pexiod of your life, in order to 
pers. may give you ſome aſſiſtance, therein, 
and conſider what returns you have made to 
God, for all his kindneſs. |. - 
Lou may do well to conſider your ſelf alſo, 
in the relations you have ſtood to others ; as 
infariar, equal, or ſuperior z in family, 
church, or ſtate; in your calling, profeſſion 
employment, Cc. And) examine in what 
more notorious inftances you have been faul- 
ty in your relative duties. How you did or- 
dinarily carry it in your place and ſtation; 
for that is the beſt, the trueſt picture of a 
man, which is like him in his ordinar v. e- 
very day's habit... Paricularly refle&t upon 
the:insyowhaye.cammitred in company With 
otaero By whale example you PROD 
03 e | draw. 
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drawn to ſin; who may probably have been 


tempted by yours, and bewail it; and if the 
perfons are living, admoniſh them to re- 
ent ; and if you have injur d and wrong'd 
any, acknowledge your fault, and to the ut- 
moſt of your power, make ſpeedy reſtitu- 


tion. If any of your companious in fin are 


1 


dead, and you fear died without repentance; 
5 


humble your ſelf particularly before 


for having contributed to their dumnation. 1 


know of ſome who have made ſuch a ct 
logue of their ſins, with the moſt obſerva- 


ble aggravations of them; which they con- 
ſtantly preſerv'd, and frequently review'd to 


keep them humble, penitent, watchful and 


thankful'; and on ſome occaſions of fecret hu- 
miliation have ſpread them before the Lord 


(as Hezekinh did the writing of his enemy) 
covering themſelves with ſhame and confuſi- 


on of face, by conſidering what they have 
been, and thence — the riches of free 
grace, in the forgiveneſs o 


walk iu thy truth. Thou haſt ſearched me, 


O Lord, and known me; Thon Rknoweft my 
zhoughts afar off; all my ſecrer finsar&in 

f of 7 mnce'; and hou are 
acquainted with nil my*Wways. "Ser oy fins: 
in oraer before me, har Jmuy repent au 


rhe light of thy coninven 


for- 


ſuch crimes; thro”. 
the blood of Cl ,7#0% & 220hht bo: n 

Examine me, 0 Tora, and prove mne; 
try my reius and my beart, for thy touring: 
kindneſs is before mine eyes, anx I will 
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How chriſtians onght' ro examine their de. 
cays of grace and piety. The great 
flor — _ Weir loſs ander ſuch 


en of — 
ner the fuith of — way! be ariel 
* one e aubo bath 10 allurance. of 


| cannot bus be of aſs: to belies allo; 
at ſtared times to examine — 
concerning their: languiſhings and deeays 
grace,” falling from their firſt love tou a tpi 
rit of indifferency and lukewarmneſs, 
derly walking or unfruitfulneſs; Whether 
npon chem, 
and they owe ir nor. For God may with 
draw b 5.0 tha Ar arture my / 
draw by opens be perc ſome kind 
of ace ln Qury n may — 
19819 q falſe 
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terwards with the ordinary proviſions of hi 
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falſe principles, and from common aflift- 
ance, while a chriſtian, as to his fpiritual 


ſtate, may be under a dangerous en ump- - 
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tion. Tis not difficult for others to obſctve 
it ſome times, and would be vii ble exvigh 
to themſelves, would they ſpare a few hours 


to examine the matter. The puniſhment of 


ſuch back: ſlidings, the loſs of the quickning | 


and comforting preſence of the holy ſpirit, 
deſerves like wii _enquir'd into, in or- 
der to a —_ remedy, and ſhould enforce 
the counſel, | 

I I mean not barely the ebbing of affectious 
in the duties of religion, or the want of lite, 
and quickning from. ſenſible conſolat ions, 
which new converts, (eſpecially ſuch as have 
been reclaimꝰd from a courſe of notorious im- 
piety) have more at firſt than afterwards. 
This Joubring chriſtians ſhould 1 
take notice of, by the inſtance of the prodi- 
gal, who was extraordinarily feaſted at his 
firſt return, but was doubtleſs contented af: 


father's -hobfe; Neither doth God Aiſpenie. 
che ſame: meaſure to all alike, nor to any 
alike at all times: ſome; who are called to 

ter ſervices and ſufferings than others, or 


d greater conflicts before converſion, may 


have a greater Share than the reſt of their 
brethren. — —— 400 2 
gtace imparted to ſa? perſons, fadiſcern- 
ably; move and. comfort. as it will db Mme 
8 - others 
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others of a different temper. Tis not ja 
_- ſo much to. be the marter of dur ei 
y, (if at all it need to be fe) herber we 

here mode vf lex of 1 . Joy, in the per- 
eee duty. But, 1 71 

Whether we are not ben ahi declin-d, 25 
to the imward vital acts of grace, aud in 
the out ward fruits of- bolineſs: --Whether 
we have ſuch clear convincing apptehenfions 
of divine and ſpiritual truths, and the niy- 
ſteries of the goſpel, as formetly ; Wheth 
our minds are not become mere vain and 
heedleſs; whether our knowledge of God, 
and of the revelations of his will, be as pow- 
erful and efficacious upon our hearts and 
lives, as heretofore ; whether there be not 
leſs frequency, leſs conſtancy; leſs inward 
LarisfaQion in holy ſerious thoughts' than for- 
merly. 'You were wont to pray and endea- 
vour, that God might vs Fand laſt in your 
thoughts every da frequent ejacu 
lations in civil airs, 88 maintain a daily 
converſe with God; but now you mind not 
whether it be ſo or not; yea;! you'cannot 
but know, that it is not thas with you ftill: 
It was once your burden to be peſter d with 
fooliſh, . worldly, vain thoughts, . n 


vou rejected and diſownd them, 
N and e them 
d much ase Amme, whether it be 
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merly ? Are ſuch ſervices perform'd with 
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Conſider all your afeFiozs, and their ſe- 
veral objects; — ee whether a criminal 
— hath not diffus d it ſelf into e- 


2 one of them. e every grace; 


ol 


d ſee whether 


hope, love, ho- 
ly defires, and deligh he in = 


be not miſe- 2 


rably abated; as to the ſtrength and vigor, 
the efficacy and frequent exerciſe of every 


one of mom's fo hat our thoughts of God 
are few, cold, Ae without defire, 
ci and aye. ter df Publich 
er opportunities 2 - 
ip, and ſolemn occaſions of e 
the divine preſence: are they as much the 
deſire of your ſouls, and thè rejoycing of 
your hearts, as once they. were: 2 Are you 
en diverted from them, leſs ſa- 
d and refreſh'd by them? Are not all 
es. leſs powerful and quick - 


fit and advantage 5 
e iel than f formerly ? Do — 


er and thurſt, and pant as * hars af- 
; water-bxooks, to yn "High o: God, 
come into his e 4 er 
conſcience of prgparing er 2. Do 
you come with 2 real deſign, and 
expectation of proſiting, — nn our 
ſpirits ? Do you joyn in every, di- 


ine worſhi hay with that attention, er iouſreſs, 
ure 


and com of mind, and: taſte the ſweet- 
— — 4 — of duch ſolemnities, as for- 


that 
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ah awe of, God, with that humility, fer- 
vency, "and' 'intenſenefs” of Tpirit, 3 


times they were? Are you not more * 


Li and Ad d be ore, and after, 


er you find any thing « of this or no? Tho” 
your 1 Four hearts flat, your 

ugh 8, WA os: dring, your Apirits trifling, ſo 
the work. oy, A yd be over, (in 
how 5 5 cuſtomary, and carcleſs a man- 
ner, loever i it he). you u cage it not, you 
lay it not, to heart, you reflect not upon it, 
you. bewail it not; or at leaſt are better con- 
emed, and: ſooner c quieted, and take leſs no- 
ice of che frame of- your : heart | in fuch dus 
ties than formerly. s 

_.; Examine farther, how 'tis wi ith you as to 


reat. 1 duties of an upright 
chri chriftian, (if performed as the ought to be) 


L moan 8 prayer and meditat io: Are 
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ſent dai! ta Rice, will teſti that” we are 
declir Kily br fallen. eg 


Moreover confider rhe evil of fin, and 


bow your heart ſtands affected to it. Is not 
your atred of fin, and zeal a gainſt ij t much 


ay d 7 E ſpecially (ith ref re 14 10 ward | 


Kies Auf, ſuch 150 e of 
unbelief, Jad; Acralt, p 1 5 ride, env cha- 
ritableneſs, DIAM Do 780 re k l 7 
againſt it, and ſhun WH occafions, and fear 
the temptatione char may lead you int ſin, 
FREY e ye e 
that tend ebnet, 0d. ly Jealouſy oper ybur 
heart and ways you formerly ac) Do you 
not now make more bold with. rempration' 4 


Are you not oftner conquered ? And with | 


teſs reluBtance 7 And by ſmaller temptati- 
ons, c FP” 2 Jui un 


Are you not more un ſerviceable 7. Robot 


andfruitin a witherin naſe 7 God leſs 
honour'd, and Seve le profited antedified 
by your example and lit Do you not ad- 
here more to the world? Conform to, it, 
and comply with it in many thin 85 which 
formerly you durſt not . + An d are 
every da y waxing wore ? KC A auſe a. 
while, ang 'berh1 fefF* * whit this Will 
come to at laft, 'when' even a" the Hes ae: 
char remains, is 1 215 to die. _— 
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e are | May 1 not ask ſuch chriſtians, or defire 
TR I rk abe W is already 
„ and the effect and conſequence of this declen- 
Is nor [4 fion? Is not God's ſpirit removed, and the 
| light of his countenance eclipſed ? Yea, as 
at to many of them, are they hot under fad ap- 
er prebenſions of God's diffleafire ?'Do th 
RK. I not feel the terrors of the Lord? Do they 
Arrive not walk heavily from day to day? They 
d fear that could once converſe with Goa on all oc- 
to fin, cafions as a friend, and a. father, do now 
ng BE think of God, and are troubled: thick dark- 
neſs doth incompaſs them round about: they 
have loft the ſenſe of his love, the comforts 
of his preſence; and their ſong in the night, 
and ſeè no relief, This is a more hopeful caſe 
however than rheirs, who are under great 
back: ſliding and deſertion, and hardly ſenſi- 
dle of it. To awaken and aſſiſt both; con- 
ſider I beſeech you, © xvher you are fallen, 
HBEeA: f and what you have loſt; and what will be the 
. 


n 
1 n 


iſſue of this, if ſickneſs or ſmart affliction 
overtake you, or if you ſhould die in this 
condition. And enquire ſer tomy and e 
ſently into the cawſe of all this evil: for a tew 
tranſient thoughts wifl not affect the heart, 
and perſwade to nction. And do it reſentiy; 
becauſe by every delay your work will be the 
::; W harder, your danger the greater, and your 
recovery the more difficult. Reflect upon the 
„ I iufulneſs,-as well as Aion of this caſe. 
May { Know that you have diſpleaſed God, 3 
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run from him, neglected his preſence, :and 
priev'd his ſpirit, and in what inſtances you 
have done > that hath made him weary of 
his dwelling; what ordinances you have 
lighted ;. what duties you have omitted; 
what ſins you have given way to; in order to 
Can you contentealy fit ſtill with this diſmal 
ſtate of things ? While Cod hath ſomewhat 
(yea a great deal indeed) againſt vu, for 
having left your firſt loves? Will you not en- 
deavour xo. remove that which had made 
Fee pense between God and you, and 
brought you thus low? What communion 


with God, what communication of his grace 
what influences of his ſpirit; and evidences 
of his favour, have you wy And will you not 
acknowledge your iniquity, and abaſe your 
ſelves in the duſt, and return to the Lord, 
and do your firſt works? That he may heal 
your back-ſlidings, and receive you graciouſ- 
ly ; that you may again take hold of his co- 
venant, and be at peace with him: 

But to be at peace with God is not the 
pardon, desen n heal youy . d 

ardon, but a ci Ag to heal you; as dot 
: malefactor . — is not only liable to the 
law, but deſperately ſick. Your ſtate is fin- 
Jul, and dangerous, as well as troubleſome. 
From performing duties in ſuch a manner as 
you now do, you may quickly be tempted 
to let them altogether alone. God may be 
3 | 0 
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ſo far provok'd to ſuffer ſatan to make at- 
tempts upon you of that kind: (and he is 
forward enough to make uſe of ſuch an op- 
portunity, to try all. his ſnares and ftrata- 
gems againſt you) till he prevail with you, 
to think hardly of God himſelf, * unthank- 
fully to overlook all his former kindneſſes, 
to put the worſt interpretation that can be 
upon all his providences, to diſtruſt and 
juarrel with him, as if his faithfulneſs. had 
filed, and his mercy were clean gone for 
ever, and there were no hope left for one in- 
your caſe ; and fo run into 4eſperaticn, and, 
thro' the ſubtilty and violence of ſatan's 


temptations, try the moſt fooliſh and unlaw- 


ful means for caſe and cure; either open li- 
centiouſneſs, or it may be ſelf: murder. 
Therefore ſpeedy, prefent' repentance is 
neceffary to find out, and mortify every cor- 
ruption, and that eſpecially, which conſei- 
ence tells us, you have moſt indulg'd ; from 
whence your diſtreſs doth principally ariſe : 
confeſſing your fin freely, fully, and with- 
out reſerve, and waiting on God in the dili- 
8 uſe of all means, for the recovery of 
that which you have loſt; and -uſtifying 
God in his righteouſneſs, truth, wiſdom, ho- 
lineſs, in all his rebukes. That you may 


OT Ee code 
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* Vid, Mr. Gilpin, of Tempratio, part 2. chap. 6. 
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regain a ſpirit of prayer, and taſte the ſweet- 
nels, virtue, and efficacy of every duty, and 


every ordinance ; and God may give you 
the garments of praiſe for the ſpirit of 


heauineſs, and the joy of the Lord may 
be F and ftrength, for the future ſervice and 
r 3 : 

In the mean time, do not caſt away your 
hope, but tho' you have (too juſtly) depri- 
ved your ſelf of the faith of aſſurance, yet 
endeavour to maintain and exerciſe the 


| faith of adherence (a) ; ſay unto God, that 


becauſe there is fergiveneſs with him, there- 
fore he is to be feared. My fin is not too great 
to be forgiven. Tis not the 27pardonable 
ſin : for I deſire to repent, and am reſolv'd 
to return. I will ſtill cleave to the Lord, and 
wait upon him, and follow hard after him, 
and take no other courſe for deliverance and 
comfort. Mine is not a ſingle caſe: I am 
not the only ſoul that hath been ſo diſtreſs 
ſed, and yet found relief by ſeeking unto 
God. Tis therefore good for ine to hope, 
and quietly wait for the ſalvation o 
God (b). I will draw near to God ; I wi 

lie-at his foot ; and continue in all ways of 
worſhip and duty, wherein I may hope to 
meet with the quickning and comfort of his 


*» 


_ e 


+ (4) Vid. Dr. Owen on F,. 130. 2. 
(b) Lam. 3. 26. | 
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irit : I will ſeek relief from no other; I 
will keep as near him as I can; whither 
elſe ſhall I go? He alone hath the woras of 
eternal life ;., he alone can create (what is 


the fruit of his own, lips) pe. 
*I will encourage my ſelf in the conſi- 


deration of his general grace, and the pro- 
babilities of his ſpecial love : I will recol- 
lect my former experiences, when I had 
ſome good hope . through grace concerning 
my adoption: I wil} remember the years 
F rhe. right hand of the moſt high. If 
God will give me ſo much. grace as to conti- 
nue waiting, I will hope till: and 2/0? 

I walk in darkneſs, and ſee little or no 


i Zight, I will ſtay my ſelf on the Lord. 


And if by the want of ſenſible conſolati- 
on, he will make me more humble, and 
keep me in a greater ſubmiſſion to his 
will, I will bleſs his holy name, and de- 
rive more comfortable hope from thence, 
than from the moſt ſweet and ſenfible 
= conſolarions' IL ever had; and look upon 
Z humility, ſelf-denial, dependanee on God, 
Z reſignation to him, and hatred. of ſin, as 
ga better ſign of his /ove, than the high- 
eſt ferrors of affection in his ſervice 
can be. 


— 
—— 


* Vid, Mr. Baxter's method for peace of conſcience. 
Oh 
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Oh that I had formerly done as much for 
holineſs, as I have for comfort! by the en- 
Joyment of the one, I ſhould have had more 
of the orÞer : the, exerciſe of grace would 
have diſcover d the 774th of it. Let me 
therefore accuſe and condemn. my ſelf ; but 
fill truſt, and love God, and wait upon 
him. Let me reſolve never to ehuls a 
new lord or maſter; or take up with any 
portion beneath God himſelf; or any way 
of hope or ſalvation but by Jef 
only Saviour; neither let me forſake the 


way of faith and holineſs, for all the hopes 
ll happineſs of this world, if " 2 to my 
ay, 


choice : but be always able to (bleſ- 
ſed be God 1 now can) that Ti return 
zo my former husband, for then it was 
better with me than now. I had peace 
and refreſhment in my former ways, I will 


return to them. Zerg, forſake me not ut- 3 


teriy ! keep not thine anger for ever : ca 


me not away from thy preſence, and take || 
not thy Holy ſpirit from me: reſtore unto 


me the joy of thy ſatvation, that my heart 
may be enlarged to praiſe thy name, and to 
rum the way of thy commanaments. 
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er. XXVI. 


Confeſſion of /in, humiliation, and repen- 
tance muſt follow upon ſelf-examinarion. 
Auavice concerning repentance of ſome 
particular back-ſliding. The great per- 
plexity aud diſtreſs of à penitent ſinner 
repreſented, as a caution againſt return- 


ing to folly. 


* H A T we may turn unto the Lord, is 
the end of ſearching and trying our 
ways. Lord! I have been ſearching my 
heart, and conſidering my ways, but can find 
little or no good; neither can I diſcover al 
that is evi in both. But I find enough to 
make my own heart condemn me, and thou, 
(who art greater than my heart, ana know- 
eſt all things,) may'ſt much more condemn 
ae. I am altogether unclean, polluted 
and abominable. a | 
If I go about to enumerate the fins of my 


thoughts, words, and actions, in all the pe- 


riods of my life hitherto ; if I conſider my 
omiſſions of duty, and daily crimes by ac- 
tual commiſſion ; if I reflect upon my ſins 


according to their reſpective objects, as ei- 


ther 
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ther againſt he et, O God, and againſt my 
pe. nn and againſt 22yowr ſoul or body; 

— my heart and life with thy 
ſtrict and holy ase, and think in how many 
inſtances I have tranſgreſs'd; every of thy 
righteous commands: I find they are more 
than the hairs on my head, they cannot be 
number d. Who can tell how oft he hath 
offended ? Many of my fins make little im- 


= preſſion on my memory, | (I obſerve them 


not, I remember them not: ) but this hin- 
ders not, but they may make deep impreſſi- 
on on my conſcience, which will one day be 
awake, and ſet them in order before me ; 
and they are all written in Hy book of re- 
membrance, in order to my final judgment. 
All my ſins are before thee : but thou requi- 
reſt my humble confeſſion of them, in order 
to repentance; and as a part thereof, that 
T freely acknowledge their heinous aggrava- 
tions ta ſhame and humble my ſelf the more 
8 6 5 thee whom I have offended and pro- 
e | 

How long did I ſerve divers luſts and plea- 
ſures with the neglect and forgetfulneſs of 


God? How ſad a proſpe& may I take of 


the far greateſt part of my life paſt ? eſpe- 
cially of my younger years, which have been 
trifled away in vanity. and folly ? And fince 
I have known the way of truth, how ſhame- 
fully have I prevaricated with God? I am 
u anded to conſider how often I have de- 

f 7 4 ſpiſed 
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ide ee ee inſt 
the light; againſt the principles of educa- 
tion, and the checks of conſcience, frequent 
warnings from God, and ee from o- 
thers 3 contrary to my profeſſion! and expe- 
rience, contrary. to the obligation of peculiar 
mercies, ſolemn promiſes, reſolutions,. and 
engagements, a nearer. relation to God 
| than many others; which fins. have more 
diſhonour d the Lord, diſcredited his holy 
goſpel, gratify d the devil, ſcandaliz d the 
Vword, and ſtrengthen'd the hands of the un- 
godly, than the fins of others. And alas 
How much of my precious time is thus gone, 
which if duly improv'd, would now afford 
me comfort to:review. „ 
How much guilt; have I contracted every 
ear, particularly in zhis laſt ? I now begin 
another, which will ſoon. be gone, as that 
which was concluded. yeſterday, And ſhall - 
 Tonly advance in age to encreaſe the num- 
ber of my ſins, and heighten my account a- 
gainſt the day of reckoning? In temporal 
and civil affairs, Day unto day uttereth 
knowleage, amd night unto night teacheth 
27/4072, We are taught by experience ma- 
ny uſeful leſſons, which we ſhould not elſe 
have learn'd. ; to reform many errors and 
miſtakes, to correct many raſh and fooliſh 
actions, and ſpeeches, &c. And ſhall I not 
learn wiſdom by the experience of another 
year, in what concerns my greateſt, my e- 
A2 my 
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ternal intereſt? Shall not the reflection on 
my paſt fins, prevent my commiſſion of the 
like? Eſpecially conſidering how my fins 
are aggravated by every mercy I have recei- 
ved ; by every Miction I have undergone ; 
every awakening ſermon I have ard | 

very motion of Goa's ſpirit, and every check 


of my own conſcience that I have reſiſted; 


every offer of his grace ; every warning of 
his Providence; every invitation and call of 
his word; every Purpoſe to repent, ' and e- 
very reſolution I have made to forſake ſin: 
the greater knowlexge I have had of my 
danger, the longer time I have deliberated 
about it; the oftner I have confeſs'4 my fin 


and been ſorry for it ; every reproof I have 


had from others, and every promiſe I have 
made my ſelf, doth aggravate, and encreaſe 
OO ira cou w X 


How many years hath God vouch ſafes me | 


to work out my ſalvation ? But how little 
have I done towards it ? Had I died this 
laſt year, how unprepar'd muſt I have made 
my appearance before his tribunal ? What 
opportunities of doing, and receiving good 
have I let flip? Have I not made it more 
my buſineſs to ſeem religious, than really to 
be ſo? How much of the patience of God 
have I abus'd ? Refuſing his calls to repen- 
tance, reſiſting the ſtrivings of his ſpirit, 


_— my convictions, and turning the 
grace of 


od into wantonneſs ? Inſtead of 
--*. - returning 
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returning gratitude for all his love, I have 
repeated my tranſgreſſions after forgiveneſs z 
and gone ina,circ/e of repenting and finning, 
even to this day. Lord, I am aſham'd, and 
lay my ſelf in the duſt before thee. To me 
belongs nothing but ſhame and confuſion of 
face. If God ſhould condemn and puniſh 
me as a rebel and a traytor, and give me 
the portion of hypocrites, I cannot but own 


his juſtice; even in hell I muſt do it, with 


my flaming ese and breath. 1 

O ſpare me for thy mercy's ſake ! Enter 
not into judgment with thy ſervant, for in 
thy ſight fall no fleſb living be juſtified ; 
7 +hox lay judgment to the line, aud equi- 
ty to the plummet: give me repentance un. 
to life, never to be repented 1 
retracted again. Bring me to the Hood of 
GET which cleanſeth from all ſin. Be- 
hold the ſighings of a contrite ſpirit. For I 
acknowleage my tranſireſſions unto thee, a- 
gainſt whom I have ſinned: O Tora, for- 
give the iniquity of my ſin. I am unwor- 


| thy to lift up my hands and eyes towards 


heaven, unworthy to be called thy ſon, or 
thy ſervant: Iam vile in mine own eyes, 
becauſe I have made my ſelf vile in thine. 
For this I am troubled, and mourn, and 
my ſoul is grieved within me. 

O thou Heavenly phyſician of ſouls ! from 
thy pity alone I expect my cure. I am mi- 
ſcrable and undone without thy compaſſion 

h H 3 and 


never to be 
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and expect no relief but from the treaſure of 
thy grace. I muſt Fon and fink under the 
burden of fin, if thy merciful hand do nor 
| fave me, and lift me up. I am entangled 
and enſnar'd by the devil and my luſts, and 
without thy ſuccour can never hope to get 
free. O Lora, forgive my ſin, aud heal my 
ery deliver and ſave me for thy mercies 
Take, N * 
May I not yet Hape in thy mercy ? Thou 


haſt mercifully born with me hitherto: thou 


calleſt me to repent; thou commandeſt me 
to return, and iſeſt to forgive thoſe fins 
which are confeſſed and forlaken : O do 
not caſt me out of thy fight and preſence, 
now 1 defire, from the bottom of my heart, 
to return to thee! I abbor my ſelf in auſt 
and aſbes, for my paſt iniquities. But alas 
fuch is the hardneſs of my impenitent heart, 


that I am even afham'd of my humble re- 


1 : How much more may God 
eſpiſe and rejet it? But haft thou not 
given thy blefled Son to die for finners ; and 
exalted him to this very end, to be 4 prince 
aud a ſaviour, to give repentance and re- 
miſſion 4 ins? And by the word of thy 


grace, thou beſeecheſt all (even Ra rer 

eſt fſinners) to accept of mercy ; and art 
ore illing to pardon, than we can be to 
repent. I is thy delight and glory, agree- 
able to thy nature, and declared name, as 


4 G gracious and merciful, flow to anger; 


and 


[ 
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and of great kindneſs, forgiving iniquity, 
tranſg reſſion, and ſin. O pardon mine iui- 
quity, for it is great; and receive an Hum- 
Ble ee who implores thy grace, ac- 
cording to the tenor of thy new covenant, 
flying to the arms of thy mercy, through 
the merits of Feſtus Chriſt, who is able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt, ali that come un- 
to God by him. f 8 
Lord, hear my prayer, and let not the 
mixture of my weakneſſes and unworthineſs 
turn it into fin: but graciouſly vouchſafe to 
look upon a rerurning prodigal; and cauſe 
me to hear the voice of joy and gladneſs, 
that my ſorrowful heart may be comforted, 
and my life be directed to thy praiſe. Lead 
me into the path of life, that I may no lon- 
ger err from the way of thy command- 
ments: teach me to do thy will, O God, 
and write thy law upon my heart, that 1 
may never more return to folly. I am con- 
vinc'd of the evil of fin, of thy right to go- 
vern me, of the equity and juſtice of thy 
law, of the ſweetneſs and rewards of keep- 
ing thy precepts: O ſanctify my heart, and 
make me ſound in thy ſtatutes, that I may 
hate every falſe way, and be devoted to thy 
fear, the remainder of my life. wy 

If there be any particular luſt, or wick- 

edneſs, which thro' the power of temptati- 
on, and the deceitfulneſs of fin, you have 

fallen into, that hath waſted conſcience, and 
"IS robbed 


| 
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robb'd you of your peace, and provok d 
God to write bitter things againſt you; be 


ſure to humble your ſelf without delay, in 


an eſpecial manner, for hat back- ſliding: 
confeſs it freely, with its aggravations. Con- 
fider whether it was not -4 5 ſome ſpecial 
warning, ſome ftrong conviction, under or 
ſoon after ſome great affliction from God, 
or ſome more than ordinary kindneſs of his 
providence, c. And impreſs ſuch thoughts, 
to humble your ſelf the lower. Search into 
the grounds and cauſes of ſuch apoſtacy, 
ſuch as the abatement of your warckfutnels 
the neglect of ſerious cloſet-devotion, ma- 
king bold with temptation, too great com- 
„ with vain company, venturing too 
ar in lawful or different things, too much 
confidence in your own wiſdom, ſtrength, 
and ſtedfaſtneſs, not fearing ſufficiently the 
approaches and beginnings of fin, or a- 
voiding the fuel, incentives, and occaſions of 
it, Sc. Palliate and diſguiſe nothing, that 
may make your fin exceeding ſinful, 44ſt by 
ſome little art of the devil, you deceive 
your ſelf, by an half-repentance; and the 
evil ſpirit you think to be caſt out, return 
again with ſever worſe than himſelf, and fo 
your latter end be worfe than your begin- 
ning. For if the fin be not truly hated, but 
only cover'd over with penitential aſhes, it 
will quickly flame out again, when it meets 
with combuſtible matter, and a ſtrong blaſt 
of temptation. | | But 
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But if you are griev'd to the very heart, 


and abhor the ſin, and reſolve to quit it, 


you need not doubt of Gad's readineſs to 
receive you to mercy. His ſpirit is yet ſtri- 


| 1 with you, if you are willing to repent 
an 


return to God. He ſought you, and 
call'd you to return, when you were wan- 
dring as a loſt ſheep in the broad way: and 
can you think he will not be found of you, 
if you ſeek him with your whole heart? 
Therefore renew your repentance, and beg 
more earneſtly a ſpirit of humility, holy 
fear and watchfulneſs: and every morning 
implore divine ſuccours againſt that fin, and 
all temptatious to it, (which as much as 
oſſible you | muſt avoid.) Conſtant and 
ervent prayer after repentance muſt be 
your refuge, and your remedy.. If you let. 
fall your hands, this Amaleck will prevail 
again. As ſoon and as far as you fail in the 
conſtancy, and fervency of that Jury, your 
fin will get ftrength, and ſucceſsfully at- 
tempt you another time. But by this prac- 
tice God may turn evil to work. for. good, 


make 2 by your loſs, ſtand the faſter 
a 


by your falls, and become ſtronger by the. 
diſcovery of your weakneſs, and ſo be bet- 
ter eſtabliſh'd for the future. 

But take. heed. that you. pervert not the 


grace of God, and encourage your ſelf to 


fin again by the ſuppoſition, that if you 
ſhould Fall, *tis but to repent, and renew 
e H 5 | your: 
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your reſalut ions, and all will be well. This is a 
ſubtle artifice of ſatan, butſuch, methinks, as - 
. ſhould take with none, who have ever known 2 
rence, what it is torepeut. Who have 
felt the burden of fin to be heavier than a 

* Milftone; than the weight of a noun- | 


tain, Who have taſted, how evil aud bit- 
ter a thing tt is to depart from God. Who 
have loathed and abhorr'd themſelves with } 
deep remorſe, and ſorrow, and anguiſh of | 
ſpirit ; wiſhing with all their hearts, that 
they had not finn d; and if it were in their 
power, would give all the world to retrieve it; 
and would rather die, than commit that fol- 
ly again, they then repented of. Let thoſe 
who have not their 020/72 experience to con- 
firm this, read over (and conſider the caſe 
of David, when he wrote) the penitential 
Pſalms. How many, like him, have roar- 
ed, and cried out under the ſenſe of fin, of 
— and turies in their conſcience, of the 
poiſon'd arrows in their ſouls, and his ter- 


rors ſurrounding them wherever they went; 
from the ſenſe of his fins malignity, the ap- 
prehenfions of God's anger, and the — 4 

quent fears of his wrath. Serious repen- 
rance after great tranſgreſſions, is another 
thing than moſt imagine it. When their ag- 
gravated fins ſhalt beſet them behind and 
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before, be placed in order before their eyes, 
and ſet in array againſt them. Tis always 
aà work of Jiffculry, as well as importance, 
to crucify corrupt affections, to tear a belo- 
ved luſt from the heart, with ſelf-indignati- 
on to abhor and caſt away what before you 
lov'd and delighted in. How did David's 
ſin ſtare him in the face? Tt is continu- 
ally with me, it is ever before me, ſaid 
he. It haunted him like a ſpectre, or like 
Belſpazzar's hand-writing on the wall, it 
1 8 appeared before him in ſome horrid 
ape. | 
| ade n may ſmile in its firſt addreſs, 
and beſpeak us in flattering language, and 
promiſe pleaſure, and profit, and great ad- 
vantages and ſatisfaction; theſe are but fair 
appearances ; this is but the ozrſize of the 
cup, and colour of the liquor ; it will prove 
gall and wormwood, and a mixture of dead- 
ly poyſon, if ever God ſet it home upon the 
conſcience, and awaken us to a true ſenſe 
of it. And the continuance of daily reꝶen- 
zance for fin, which all chriſtians are called 
to, is no ſuch eaſy matter neither. Con- 
ſtant ſelf-abaſement, and humiliation before 
God, from a ſenſe of his majeſty and holi- 
neſs, and of our many ſins and pollution 
thereby: the imperfection of our beſt du- 
ties continually to be bewailed; inordinate 
affections to be ſtill mortified ; always re- 
ſiſting and oppoſing ſin, in its root and 5 
ches; 


— 
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ches; conflicting againſt the whole intereſt 


ct the fleſh, the world, and the devil; feek- 
ing after no holineſs, to be deriv'd unto us 


by the 799 5 of Chriſt, to be wrought in us 


by his ſpirit, and maintain'd by his power; 
vt Apr + daily applications to the foun- 
74in of all grace, for ſpiritual ſtrength, to 
continue our warfare againſt fin, in all inſtan- 
ces of outward duty, and inward aCtings of 
grace, even as long as we live ; all this in- 
cluded in it. Due apprehenfions concern- 
ing repentance, (as ſo comprehenſive, and 
ditficult a duty,) would teach us to beware 
of ſin. | 


CITEIPESDIIECOEEI POL ESOEED 


. XXVII. 


The meceſſty of chriſtian reſolution 20 f- 
right, per evering obedience 5 how full 
and extenfive it ought to be, and yet 
humble; y what means we? may be 
af fied to perform hat which we re- 
olve. | 


H AVING acknowledg'd my tranſgreſ- 
44 ſions unto God, and beg'd forgiveneſs, 
and experimentally learn'd the ev/ of ſin, 


by the bitterneſs of repentance, I reſo/ve 


for the future, to watch againſt it more nar- 
| _ rowly, 


now” - 


* 
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reſt rowly, and againſt every thing that leads to 
eck- it; endeavouring to pleaſe and honour my 
o us God and Saviour, by an upright, obedient 
n us heart and life. And for the remiſſion of my 
er; former contracted guilt, I truſt to 7s 
21 Chriſt, according to the revelation made in 
, to the goſpel, of what he is, hath done and 
an- | ſuffer'd, and continues to do in heaven, for 
5 of | the ſalvation of repenting ſinners, who de- 
in- ſire to come unto God by him. | 
rn- | But how often, O ny ſoul ! have I mock'd 
ind God, and deceiv'd my ſelf, with formal 
arc and faint purpoſes of amendment? My good 
# reſolutions have been all of them as zhe 


morning cloud, and the early aew, which 
quickly paſſed away. One freſh aſſault of 
temptation hath ſwept away all my good 
8 as a ſpider's web. I have falſified 
o many, and broke my word ſo often, that 

I dare not truſt to any thing I now reſolve, 


” or rely on any promiſes I ſhould farther 
1ll make. Succour me n oy O Lora, by 
et thy powerful grace, that what was defective 
be in my former fruitleſs reſolutions, may be 
e- now rectiſied. Let me be more humble in 


the ſenſe of my weakneſs, more dependant 
on thy grace, and more heartily ſeek it from 


.* time to time. Strengthen me with ſtrength 
| in my ſoul, with might and power in my 
, iunward man, that I may ſo reſolue and pur- 
IF Poſe as to perform; that I may not be one 


— day Hot, and the next cola; zealous in the 
T ge- 


Py 
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Beginning, but faint and lukewarm in the 
progreſs ; fervent and ſerious only in refo/- 
ving, but weak and impotent in the execy- 
tion. 

Having chang'd my maſter, N. eng, and 
my hopes, by returning unto God, from 
whom 1 had gone aſtray, I firmly reſolve, 
through'the aſſiſtance of his grace, to change 
my courſe of life; that old things being 
done away, all things may become new; 
that * being made free from ſin, by par- 
doning mercy, aud become the ſervants of 
Chriſt, I may have my fruit unto l 
that my end may be eternal life. In the 
interim, whether I live or die, let it be un- 
to the Lord, reſolving both in life and death 
to be abſolutely his. And to that purpoſe, 
O my ſoul! Let me ſeek for continual ſup- 
plies of grace from Chriſt my head, to en- 
able me to yield ready. obedience in the 
moſt difficult, hazardous, painful, and 
humbling duties. In vain do I reſolve it, 
without the afliftance of his mighty power, 
to ſtrengthen my heart and hands, when- 
ever I am called to ſuch a trial of my fin- 
cerity. Without it I ſhall never recover my 
liberty, or break aſunder thoſe bonds an 
cords wherewith I have formerly been held 
captive, as the ſervant of fin and ſatan. 
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Such is the weakneſs and treachery of my 
own heart, the influence of ill examples, 
and the ſubtlety and cunning of the tempt- 
er, that otherwiſe I ſhall quickly change 
my mind, and return to foliy, as the dog 
70 his vomit. The ſpirit is ſo weak, and 
the fleſh ſo frail ; the ſhares of the world 
ſo many, the power of remaining corrupti- 
on ſo ſtrong ; and of wy I am fo un- 
ſettled and wavering, fickle and unſteady, 
and prone to back-ſliding, that all my 
ſtrongeſt purpoſes will not be ſufficient, 
without daily ſtrength from above. My 
ſenſes are ſo deceitful ; my paſſions ſo un- 


be z the rule and law I am to walk 


y, ſo ſtrict, and ſpiritual, and extenſive : 
criminal omiſſions may be ſo frequent, and 
fo eaſily overlook'd ; ſo many ſeveral and 


difficult duties are to be performed ; and b 


every change of my condition, or of God's 
rovidence, ſo many new dangers and new 
8 may ariſe, that I fear the iſſue of my 
firmeſt a e So ſtrict a watch muſt 
always be kept; ſuch humility and caution 
is every where to be practis d; ſuch ſpee- 
dy repentance requir d after every fall; with 
thankfulneſs and contentment in every ſtate, 
under all calamities, (be they neber ſo ma- 
ny, or never ſo pinching ;) and perſeverance 
herein abſolutely neceſſary, tho' never ſo 
many ſtratagems be uſed to diſcourage me 
from proceeding, or to entice me to go back, 
| or 
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or turn aſide to ſome other path; inſomuch 
that if God had not promiſed me his con- 

tinued preſence, and that his grace ball 
be ſiicient for me, and that I ſhall not be 
tempteũ above what I am able to bear; 1 
ſhould utterly Ze/Þair of making good what 
I now reſo/ve. - 

But befides theſe promiſes to encourage 
my reſolved obedience, he hath left upon 
record in his word, many glorious examples 
of his aſſiſting and rewarding the courage 
and reſolution of his ſervants to continue 
faithful; as in the caſe of Foſepb, Da- 
niet and his three friends, &c. If Chriſt 
Rand by, and ſtrengthen me, I know I/ha/7 | 
be able to o all things; I ſhall not then be 
flatter d, or frighted out of the way of my 

duty; no wind that can blow, ſhall Then 
turn me to ahother point; nothing ſhall Then 
be able to prevail for my comfort to a wilful 
and deli berate forſaking of God; no argu- 
ment, no temptation, tho* privacy, oppor- 
tunity, impunity from men, with rewards 
of worldly gain and honour,. ſhould all con- 
cur to enforce a temptation. But, by that 


heavenly aſſiſtance, I ſhall be preſerv'd hum- tt 
ble, temperate, chaſte, patient, thankful, tc 
ſelf-deny!ng, crucified to the world, and v. 
hold faſt my integrity till Taie ; ſtill per tl 
Fectimg holineſs in the fear of Goa, grow- 11 
ing in grace, aud in the knowledge of my Mi 


ſtronger 


Lora ana Saviour Feſus Chriſt, waxing g 


<Q. 


| | cions God ! | 
& cleaving to thee, with full purpoſe of heart: 
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ſtronger from day to day, be ſeldomer ſur- 

rie g, offend leſs, and repent more quick- 
25 and watch more narrowly afterwards, till 
at laſt I receive the crown. | 


Eſpecially, let me watch againſt my con- 


2 /irution ſins, ſuch as I am moſt enclin'd to, 


and where a temptation doth eaſily enter; 
where the devil can take the faſteſt hold, 
and be leaſt ſuſpected; where he hath for- 
merly ſprung a mine, and made a breach: 
I have Shs. ſome humble watchful chri- 


ſtians, after being recovered from their back- 


ſlidings, who abhorr'd every temptation to 


that fin, by which they had been defiled 


and wounded : they can hardly put up a 
prayer, but they mention it; hardly have 
their hearts affected in any ordinance, but 


they are inwardly aſham'd of it; hardly 


hear of any one guilty of the like, but they 
are ready to burſt out into tears. 

Fix therefore, I beſeech thee, oft gra- 
my unfeigned reſolut ions of 


and ſhew thy ſtrength in my weakneſs, by 
enabling me to Jo what I now reſo/ve. To 
that end, teach me to watch over my Heart, 
to keep it with all diligence to be more con- 
verſant with my- own thoughts, examining 
the motions that ariſe in my heart, whence 
they come, and whither they go, and what 
they tend to, that I may ſuppreſs the be- 
ginnings of fin, The unſearchable 4eceit- 
88 = fulneſs 
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fulneſs of the heart, the rovings, ſtraglings, 
and wandrings of the zhozghts, the ungo- 
vernable morions and ſtirrings of the Paſſions 


and affections, with the corrupt inc/inati- | 
0x5 that are ready to comply with temptati- | 
on, make ſuch a conſtant watchfulneſs ne- 
ceflary. Let me live no longer as a ſtranger | 
to my ſelf, but by ſe/f-reflefion dwell more 


at home, reckoning my principal work to be 


within-doors, to keep my own vineyard. | 


Teach me to watch over my ſen es, to 
the door of my /i#s, to govern my paſſions ; 
to be wary in the choice of my company, 
and in the right ſe of it; to be circumſpect 


ard | 


in every ſtep of my daily walk, to call my 


ſelf frequently to a reckoning, to caſt up 
my accounts at the foot of every page (by | 
every days review of my actions) to live 


always as in God's preſence, and be awed 
every where by the thought of his hoy 
eye, to ſhun the occaſions and appearances 
WSW 

By the neglect of this, ſpiritual diſtem- 
pers will inſenſibly creep upon us. There 
is ſuch a venom and malignity in ſin, to 
wound and weaken the ſoul, to put us off 
the hinges, to diſorder and unfit us for any 
ſpiritual ſervice, to make our hearts vain 
and frothy, lazy and liſtleſs, that we ſhall 
eaſily let flip our opportunities, loſe our 


ſeaſons, and languiſh and pine away, not- 


withſtanding all the means of thriving and 
f growth. 
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glings, growth. And hence it is that ſo many pro- 

> ungo- MW 'f-(ſors mourn and complain, lick the duſt, 
„ons- and lie among the clods, are dead under the 
/11ati- moſt 0s miniſtry, and barren under 


nptati- the moſt fruitful means. Hence it is they 
s ne- ¶ do little good, as well as taſte little comfort; 
ranger W ſome duties are neglected, and others per- 
more | form'd ſlightly; and in none of them do 
to be ¶ they meet with that ſweetneſs and ſatisfacti- 
yard. on, that refreſhment and advantage, fruit 
ond and benefit, as formerly, And all from the 
1075 ; WE negle& of warchfulneſs, making bold with 
pany, W temptation, ,'and not fanding upon their 
ſpect guard in the uſe of their chriſtian ar- 
l my, j mour. ff „ 
t up And becaufe no place, no condition, no 
(by employment is exempted from temptations, 
live let me ira; my ſelf every morning againſt 
wed all affaults for that day, by ſerious prayer, 


holy as holy David was wont to do : My voice 
nces |} (faith he) halt thou hear in the morning, 
" Lord; in the morning will I direct my 
em- prayer unto thee, and will look up, Pſal. 5. 
ere | verſ: 3» 4. Let the law of God be my dai- 

to ly and delightful ſtudy ; that I may be able 
off | preſently to bring my words and actions to 
any the touchſtone; and know how to manage 


ain re ſword of the Jpiris on all occaſions, 4- 
all gainſt the fiery darts of the devil: that 
ur knowing the rule, I may not be doubtful, or 
ot at a loſs; whenever I am tempted, I may 
1 not make a ſtand to parley, e | 
th. ä „ y 
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ly ſummon all my forces to reſiſt, and re- 
ject the ſnare; being aſſur d from God, 
that the continuance of this warfare ſhall 

end in a moſt glorious victory. He 0111 
ſportly tread down ſatan under my feet. | 
7 17 be to God through Feſus Chriſt my 
ra. | 
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T he import and obligation of our baptiſmal | 
covenant. The renewal of it by a ſo- | 
temn dedication of our ſelves to God the | 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,exemplify'a | 
ana recommended. | | 


A LL this, O my ſoul ! which I have now. 
reſolv'd en, is no more than what Iam | 
obliged to by my vow in baptiſm; to re- 
nounce the Zevi/ and his works, the fcf and 
the luſts thereof, the World, and conformi- 
ty to it, that I may love and ſerve the 
Lord : agreeable to the undoubted right 
which God hath in me by creation, redemp- 
tion, and his innumerable other beneftts. 
But the outward waſhing of baptiſm, and 
a viſible profeſſion of obedience, Wi. not 
ſave me, without the anſwer of a good con- 
| 1 ſcience 
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ſcience towards God, 1 Pet. chap. 3. verſ. 
21. May I not by the conſideration of my 
baptiſmal covenant, ſuppoſe God ſpeaking 
to my conſcience to this effect? © Will you 


take me for your whole portion and felici- 
ty? And my. law for the conſtant rule 
of your obedience ? And fight againſt 


the world, - the fleſh, and the devil, to 


your life's end ? Will you believe in 
Zefns Chriſt, and receive him as a prince 
and ſaviour-? And adhere to the faith 
and obedience of the goſpel, how hazar- 
dous and difficult ſoever the profeſſion 
and practice of it may be. Will you re- 
ceive the bleſſed ſpiriz as your teacher, 
ſanCtifier, and comtorter ; and cheriſh all 
his motions, to enlighten, purify, con- 
firm, comfort, and aflift you? *Tis 


my hearty conſent to zheſe terms, and reſol- 
ved compliance with them, which baptiſm 
obligeth to; and this is the anſwer of a 


| good conſcience towards God. 


I have often renewed this covenant on ſe- 


veral occafions ; but did I ever duly conſider 
the tenor and obligation of it? How have 
I lyed unto the God of truth? Dealt de- 
ceitfully with him? and been falſe and 
fickle, treacherous and unfaithful to what I 
promiſed ? O let me now again repeat it, 
and give up my ſelf once more to be the 
Lord's. O help me to do it with the greateſt 
ſeriouſneſs, as the moſt important affair 


":* of 
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of my whole life ! By thine aid and grace 
alone, ſhall I be fincere and cordial in this 
ſurrender and dedication-of my ſelf, _ O 
breathe upon my ſoul; moſt Holy Spirit, 
* (the power of tue higheſt). that there may | 
be no- hypocriſy of reſervation, in this 10 ö 
weighty and ſolemn tranſaction between 
God and me ! POES IP 
O moſt bleſſed and glorious 'TRINTFY | | 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thy favour is 
my life, and thy loving kindneſs is better 
than life: thy will ſhould' have been my 
rule, thy word my law, thy glory my end, 
to pleaſe thee my principal buſineſs, and to 
enjoy thy love and preſence my ultimate fe- 
licity. But I am one of thy revolted crea- in 
tures, who have loſt thine image, and re- rig 
bell'd againſt thy law, ſlighted thy authori- e 


ty, and rejected thy grace, and deſerve to Tb 
be caſt out of thy fight, and baniſh'd from, ma 
thy preſence for ever. Nevertheleſs, O oſt. ane 
merciful God and Father, upon thy graci- | 
ous invitation and call, I now return to thee: WI. 
my rightful Lord; acknowledging thee, as: kn 
my almighty,. wiſe, and bountiful Creator, 
my abſolute owner, my. righteous. gover- 2) 
nour, my end, my happineſs, and chief for 
good. I ow accept thine offer'd mercy ;. I | inf 
nov ſubmit to the ſcepter of thy grace; and 
give up my ſelf to thee, as my King, and | 
my God; to rule and ſanctify me now and thi 
be my everlaſting portion. I deſire to be no 
longer 


#672 , rs 
1 
CO 


conſent of my wil 
W holineſs and religiouſneſs all the days of my 
life. Hereby I conſecrate and devote my 
ſelf to be thy perpetual, avowed ſervant : 
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longer ny 027, but thine, to whom of right 
I belong, and ought to be devoted. I yield 
my ſelk to thee, O my Lord! Accept and 
ſſeſs that which is thine own. I lay my 
elf at thy foot, at all times, and in all con- 


ditions, to be at thy diſpoſe, and in every 


thing to acquieſce in thy good pleaſure. De- 
li berately ages with unfeigned and free 
, to walk before thee in 


Lord I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, 


be ſor of thine handmaid. Though other 
Lords have had dominion over me, I will 
now make mention of thy name, and of thy 


righteouſneſs only, by Jeſus Chriſt. 


O vleffed Feſus, my all ſufficient Saviour! 


Thy dying love, infinite condeſcenſion, and 
. [Ematchleſs grace, hath at laſt overcome me, 
and conſtrain'd me to reſolve to be wholly 
rbhine, who haſt redeem'd and bought me 
[EE with thy moſt precious blood. I now ac- 
knowledge and own thee, as n Lord, aud 

= 2g 7eſus, my prophet, prieſt, and king; 
my ſacrifice, ſurety, and ranſom, to ſatisty 
for my fins, and reconcile me unto God ; to 
inſtru 
myſteries of his kingdom, and the way to 
the Father. 


me in his will, and teach me the 


How often haſt thou open' d 
thine arms, and called me, yea beſeech'd 


me to come unto thee, and accept of life? 


but 
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but I refuſed to come. I adore thy merci- tc 
ful condeſcenſion, that yet thou wilt receive fc 


1 me on ſuch eaſy terms. . | 2 
O thou Lord of life and Ford: now ac- ri 
4 cept of an unworthy helpleſs finner, who w 
Wit flies to thee as his only refuge and hope ac 
i" who is convinc'd that zone but Chriſt, none ¶ ce 
Ill: but Chrift can make his peace with God, fo 
| and ſave from wrath to come. I acknow- ar 


my ledge thy title to me, and my obedience, MW li, 
and to all I have by dying for me. I defire MW tri 

to take thy yoke upon me, for it is eafy; an 
and thy burthen which is light. I defire to ar 
be entirely, and for ever thine, iu everlaſi- ur 
ing covenant never to be broken: to take un 
up the croſs and follow thee, whitherſoe- th 
ver thou ſhalt lead me; through the ſtrait MW fin 
gate, and the zarrow way. I will reſerve M th 
no luſt, refuſe no labour, grudge at no ſuf- MW of 
tering, ſtick at no difficulty, ſo I may pleaſe an 
and honour thee, and continue in thy love. ſta 
O ſhed abroad more of thy love in my heart, ¶ up 
to make all things eaſy for his ſake, 2040 the 
hath loved me, and waſhed me from my tar 
ſins in his own blood. 720) 
O God the holy Ghoſt, I acknowledge thee MW Ge 
as my great teacher and ſanctiſier, and give ¶ un 
up my ſelf to thee, as the author of all ſaving Il gr: 
knowledge and holineſs: by thee I have been ¶ acc 
convinced of my fin, againſt the law of God, ¶ tha 
and the goſpel of Chriſt and of my neceſſi- be 
ty of his merit, ſatisfaction, and righteouſneſs, | _ 
| 3 * 


— * 
4444444 


—— — 


—  —  — — —— —— — 


ke Oe We 73 nt OE <4 5 


r * 
eee man” 
— 


2 
100 eee", 
9 «4 aft 
_ 


r tern 


— 
* . — — 
1 i . „ 
* . „ 1 e 
f * « 1 S ** N 4.4 Ke) 4 R544 R 

CE rere 

eee by * * 2 * « . 

—— — — — 2 — nA 


— . 


—— 3 — i 


aerci- 
*celive 


Wac- 
ho 
hope ! 
none 
God, 
Know- 
jence, 
deſire 
cafy; 
ſire to 
ulaſt- 
o take 


erſoc- | 
> {trait | 
eſerve 


zo ſuf- 
pleaſe 


y love... 


heart, 
2 
n jn * 


ze thee 
d give 


ſaving 


e been 
f God, 
jeceſſi- 
uſneſs, 

10 


and to ſanctify a 


eſs, that though 


” # . * 
$i & 144. 


to juſtify. my guilty ſoul, by procuring the 


forgiveneſs of fin, and wy acceptance with 


God; and of the freeneſs of his love, the 
riches and all-ſufficiency of his grace, to- 
wards all who come unto. God by him. I 
adore thee, O moſt bleſſea 2 as pro- 
ceeding, and ſent from the father and the 
ſon, to renew all the powers of my ſoul, 
and reſtore the divine image there; to en- 
lighten my mind to know and receive the 
truth; as it is in faſt, and purify my heart; 
the members of my bod) 
and make them inſtruments of ri 33 


| unto holineſs, which before were ſervants 
| unto fin; and gradually to deliver me from 


the power, the defilement, and abode of 
fin; as from the guilt and puniſhment by 
the blood of Jeſus. And as the witneſ5 


of God to the truth of the holy ſcri ptures ; 


and as the great paraclete to comfort and e- 
ſtabliſh the hearts of believers, ſealing them 
up to the day of redemption, ; and giving 
them the earneſt of the heavenly inheri- 
tance, O Blefſea ſpirit, be thou my wir- 
gh 1 have violated the law of 
God, and defac'd his image, and formerly 
waned pos tho love of Rog and the 
grace of the goſpel, yet by thine aid, I zow 
accept whar e 10 92 neglected: and 


thankfully devote my ſelf henceforward to 
be the Lord's in a covenant relation. 
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8 GS 8 4 „ OBS $4.74. > , Re 
But Facing and ring: my ſelf, 11 
give up my ſelf entirely to the conduct of 
rhy grace, depending upon it for my eſta- ſ | 
bliſkmenr and perſeverance. O form my 
heart into an obedlential frame I that in 
every thing I may endeavour to anſwer 
che 5545 and obligations of this devoted 
P ͤ BE ne 
Jo this oe Gol 1 have once again de- 
dicated and refign'd my ſelf; to ſerve, and 
pleaſe and honour thee, in thought, word, 
and act, to the laſt moment of my life: In 
the performance of all duties, even thoſe 
which I have been moſt averſe from; in 
the mortification of every du, and the for- 
faking of every fn, even thoſe which I was 
once moſt addicted to: reſolving deliberate- 


* 


ly to allow my ſelf -in'nothing Figs or, lit- 
tle Ker or ther.” which | Mall e e 
believe'to be contrary, to thy holy will; ma- 
King it my bufineſs to be fruittul in good 
works, to the praiſe of my redeemer ; wait: 
ing in the uſe of all his appointed means, 
for hjgher [meaſures of grace and holineſs ſf 
to be more victorious over inward luſts| 
and outward temptations, ſtill preſing to 
oards the mark. Tor e prize of my hig 
and holy calling; even eternal life. 
I call heaven and earth, O Lora, to wit. 
nefs this day that Town and avow this to be 
my mind, and the ſettled prevailing pur. 
Foſe of my ſoul. This I again ratity and 
m „ confirm 


5 
þ 2 * 


100 or 


I: 3 ma- | 


i ard, 1 intend, defire, and ho 


n good 
3 wait: 
means, 


pion A 

luſts, 
ng 17 
y higl 


to wit 


is to be 
2 pur. 
ity and 
confirm 


change the p 
might fe mars of 


2 without any 4 2 hg or excepti ons. 
e ©. God. Glory be to God 
the JN. the Tous and God the 


Fe txt 


82 er. xx 


| 8 aud confoldrony reflefiions: on [rhe 


preceding pee Io 


or coveruint 
with God. z: 


1 


ways z whereby. to fortify my reſolutions, 
that I 8 my * houſe, (and all that I can 
ate be of my mind) uit ſerve the 


Lord to be my God, to walk in his 


wilfull y to violate the faith, which I have 
now plighted in the preſence of God; but 


to continue ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always. 4 


n! im the work of the Lord, &c. 


Should I undertake any new employ- 
ment, or. b ma into 25 new condition, or 


"Got abode, where 1 


8 Pre glen and 


* ? 48 "ai. to 
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meet with more and ſtronger temptations to 
fin, and be called to the performance of 
more difficult duties, greater watchfulneſs, 
and ſelf-denial, £&6c. I would hope here- 
by to engage the preſence of God with me, 
and his bleſſing on all my affairs, (on which 
depends the ſucceſs of all that I undertake;) 
nd would hope the better to-preſerve my 
integrity, not only 57s year, but in all the 
remaining Portion of my time, by the a- 
biding ſenſe of _ covenant with God, thus 
ſeriouſly renewed. OO ge” 
This is the method I have been often ad- 
vis d to for peace of conſcience, under 
doubts and ſcruples concerning my ſpiritu- 
al ſtate ; to put the matter out of doubt, 
by again accepting the offered mercy and 
grace of the goſpel ; and heartily conſent- 
ing to the new covenant ; giving up my ſelf 
to God in Chrift, to be ruled and ſaved by 
him. Bleſſed be God, I have now done 
ſo. Lora, ſay Amen, to thy part of the 
covenant, that thou art, and wilt be my Gd; 
as ] defire unfeignedly to do to mine, that 
I will be. y jervanz. rt. 
But becauſe articles are ſooner conſented 
to, than made good; tho' I ſeriouſly intend 
never to diſown this my ſolemn act and 
deed, but firmly to adhere to it, as long as 
I live; that having ſworn, I will endea- 
wour to perform it, that this ſhall be my 
everlaſting choice, never to be recanted or 
"25" 04 121 ĩ ͤ 5 
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-alter'd z yet conſidering the ſad inſtances 
of my former weakneſs, and the vigilance 
and ſubtle malice of my : great adverſary, 1 
again implore the ſuccour of 4ivine grace, 
to keep it for ever in the n my 
heart, that it may be as Fhe laus of the 
Medès and Perſians, never to be reverſed. 
I have given up my name to be thine; 0 
put thy fear into my heart, that I may ne- 
ver depart from thee ! Imprint thy laws 
upon my heart, that my obedience may be 
uniform and univerſal, unwavering and per- 
petual ; ſuitable to ſo honourable and near 
a relation to thee ! I am ſenſible I want. 
i ſdom and ſtrength to that purpoſe, but 
= thou haſt bid me ask it of thee, 2040 giveſt 

| Fiberally to all, without deſert, and ußbrai- 
Zeſt not, with preſent unworthineſs, or for- 
mer faults. O lead me not into temptati- 
on, but deliver me from evil. Stand by 
and ſtrengthen me in the hour of trial, leſt 
I forget my vows, and deny thee. 0 
that my ſoul may never draw back, leſt 
thine have no pleaſure in me. I can ſerve 
no better maſter; O let mine ears be bo- 
red to the door of thine houſe, as the to- 
ken and aſſurance of my being thy ſervant 
unto. death, I knew tis my duty, I am 
fenfible tis my privilege and honour; I 
am convinc'd, that *tis my intereſt and fe- 
licity ; my ſout, my liſe, my preſent and 
everlaſting welfare, 0 all depends upon 

Ht : "2 
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it, that thou ſhouldeſt be y God for ever: 
O conduct me by thy holy ſpirit of grace, 

that I may walk, and act, as having heartily 
- conſented he ſhould be ſo; and direct my 
heart into thy love, and the faithful Reep- 
ing of thy commandments : that when ſo 


many profeffprs make 0 of faith 
and a good conſcience, and diſcredit the re- 
ligion of my Lord, by their ſhameful falls, 
thou may'ſt make me ſtand, and improve 
the warning of their examples to walk 
humbly ; and white 1 and, te take heed 
24 I all. | id 25 G 05 47 Z Ho IT 3a 7 
ee furrendred my ſelf to God, 
what is there, O ny ſon! that is ever like 
to prevail with me to 45 back; and revolt 
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from him? Is the gratification of a l, the 
ſecuring of an Sfare, compliance with. a 
Jriend, the pleating of à [tuperror, living in 
eaſe, and howour, and ourward Proſperity 
for a little while, the faving my body from 
ſuffering, or my life from violence, or what- 
ever elles be the motive of my unfaithfulneſs 
10 God, and apottacy from Rim? Is any, is 
all of theſe any. way copſidęrable, compa- 
red with The {eſe of hawing God to 
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be my God? For thereby I have the forgive- 
neſs of all my fins ; and the aſſurance of his 
favour ;' the certainty of preſent protection, 
and proviſion; all creatures reconciled to 
me, and to be employed for my good,. as 
the friend of God; Al things to work to- 


| gether 


en Tu an EVERNITY;, lor 
ger for my adyantage; and by the evi. 


ry 


- 


Jence of my adoption, a well-grounded 
hope of eternal. life. God, as wy ſun and 
iel will give grace and glory, ana with- 
old no good. thing. So unſpeakably com- 
N ien ars the privileges of ſo near a re- 

ation to God in Chriſt. O hau are he 
people who are in ſuch d caſe! Bleſſed 
are the perſons whoſe Goa is the Lora. 
Do IL reſolve to abide by my choice, and 

to truſt in Chriſt for eee And 
ſhall I not, ct is et ta take comfort in 
it ! Shall T not give Sod the glory of his in- 
finite gooduelſs, by adhering to him, and re- 
Joycing.in him, DOI Igngng all temptati- 
ans to the contrary ? Caſting all my care upon 
him, and quieting my ſelf in the all- ſuffici- 
ency of my heavenly. Father; having a G0 
in covenalit, ho will ſupply all my wants 

and take care of me, as ph. own Shall T 
not give him the glory of his 77274 and powr- 
er, by truſting him in every condition? By 
confidence in his promiſe, dependance on 
his word, faithfulneſs to his intereſt, and 
conſtancy in his ſervice to the end? Is it nov 
a moſt encouraging thought, that C aorb 
never abangon any, who do not firſt forſake 
him? And after ſuch ſtrict engagements, as 
I have laid upon my ſelf, ſhall I ever ſtrike 
the fatal ſtroke with my own hand? Shall 
I be off and on, ſay and unſay, promiſe and 
retract? And after I have praceeded thus 
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far, ſhall I forſake the fountain of living 


waters, and turn again to broken ciſterns ? 
Alfter I have examin'd my ſelf, confider'd 
my ways, confeſs d my fins, and upon ſeri- 
ous e am come to a reſolve; and in 
12 vt it, have devoted my ſelf with 
ſuch ſolemnity to be the Lord's; ſhall lever 
after this, forſake him, and my own mer- 
cies, and lightly eſteem the rock of my ſal- 
dation? Now I have learn'd, in ſome mea- 
ſure, what ſi is, by the ſorrows and anguiſh. 
of an hearty repentance, now I have diſco- 
ver d ſo much of the ſnares and devices of 


ſatan, whereby I have formerly been be- 


tray d; now I am ſenfible of the dangerous 
and powerful influence and infection of B 
company; the treachery of fleſhly lufts ; 
the bewitching temptations of the world; 
and have taſted a little, by my own experi- 
ence of 8 of wiſdom's paths, 
the pact and ſatisfaction of devotedneſs to 
God, by the preſent rewards of a calm 
conſcience, the communications of divine 
grace, and the encouragement of an holy 
hope, &c. and am perſwaded of the ſta- 


| bility of his word, and the certainty of eter- 
nal life to all who continue in well doing; 


ſhall I after all this, ever break with God 
again? Shall I ever cancel this engagement? 
violate this my vow? and falſi 515 many 
repeated promiſes and reſolutions? ?: 


Oh 
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Oh that this power may reſt upon me 1 
and his grace work in me, both to will and 
tn do! that this God may be my God for 
ever, and my grace unto death. Let me: 


| never re- aſſume this gift and ſurrender of 


my ſelf, or defraud God of his right and 


5 His Jam, and him Iwill ſerve: 
1 


ving wholly to him; uſing all I have for 
him; being willing he ſhould 40-2vhar he: 


Liſt with his own; and conſequently diſpoſe 


of me, and-of all that any way belongs to 
me, as ſhall ſeem good in his eyes. I am 


thine; O Lord, fave me. Command me 
my work, appoint me my duty, direct my 
Nation, order my condition. Let me be 


thine, tho” employed in the meaneſt ſer- 
vice, and the moſt laborious ſelf-denying 


work. Tho' I ſhould be but a door-keeper: 
in thine houſe, an hewer of wood, or 4 


araaver of water; tho I muſt pinch the 


# fleſh, and ſwim againſt the tide, and re- 


nounce what before Þ'valued ; yet hie G 


hall be my God for ever. 


By this means, when I come to die, (if 


| God ſhould add more years to the little 


number I- have paſt, befides his I have now 


| begun) I may be able to ſay, with. upright. 
in Hezekiah, Remember, Lord; . how I have 


= walked before thee in mine integrity; that 


| | pect of eternity, ma : be able to rejoy ce 


in the face of death and the grave, in the 
view of another world, and the near proſ- 
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in hope, and ſay, Tord Feſis, receive my 
ni. Thou art my Saviour, and I have 


waited for thy falyation. L have ſought thee 


with my whole heart ; I have choſen thy 


favour, rather than worldly grandure and 


2 ; J have prized thy love, and En- 
rour'd to obe thee, pony = oe 
ſons of my 024); tho with many imper- 
fections, which I bewail; Ne 
more in thy ſervice my preſence, than in 
the pleaſures; of ſin and vanity. ; thy teſti- 
monies have been the joy of my heart; I 
took no delight in the company of the un- 
godly, after I was devoted to thee 3 O let 
me nat have my portion with them in the o- 
ther world! fortify: me now againſt the king 
of terrors, ſtrengthen me in this my laſt con- 
flict, enable me to triumph oyer death, by 
the croſs of Chriſt ( uictorious redeemer), 
and carry me through the dark valley, at 
the divorce of ſoul and body, and grant 
me an entrance into thine heaven- 
ly kingdom ; let me be numbred among 
thy choſen, and my body wait in hope, till 
the general reſurrection, that I may then 
ſee thy glory, and dwell with thee for 
ney: a 7; | | 

I gave up my ſelf to:thee, and do not re- 
pent myichoice 5 acknowledge me now for 
zine, and do nut loſe that which is thy 


own. Tord Feſtus ! thou. haſt paid my ran- 


ſom, to deliver. me from ſatan, and from 
4 eternal 


» N 7 o 
- 246 ace y. 8 N. 1 
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eternal wrath 5 Oh do not reject me, now 
covenant, to ſave thoſe: that truſt in thee ? 
Oh remember thy word unto thy ſervant, 
: whereim thou haſt cauſed me to hope, when. 
l ventured my: ſalvation on thy: promiſe, and 

truſted' to thy: gracious word for eternal life. 
her ran y overcome the greateſt 
impediments of my falvation.. Tis as eaſy 
= ah 097 4 0 * 8 Thou 

aſt p & glory for thy redeemed ones; 
and raſh bid me believingly to follow thee, 
and wait for thy ſalvation. Thou haſt be- 
gotten me to a lively hope, by the incorrup- 
- tible ſeed: of the world; let me not now be 
depriy'd: of the inheritance. Can that love 
that pitied me in my blood, and tetch'd me 


from the gates of hell, now ſuffer me to. 


Hall into z# ? Oh crown thy grace, and per- 
fect thy preparatory mercy, with everlaſting 
„ 

By voluntar ö conſent and eboice, thou art 
m Go; and thy preſence in heaven, my 
ultimate felicity; I have: truſted to thy gra- 
cious promiſe, to prepare me for it, and 
bring me to it; O full thy word unto thy: 
Seruaut, wherein thou haſt cauſed me to: 
hope; and mercifully receive. my departing 
foul, that ſeeks thee, that loves thee, that 
breathes. after thee, and defires nothing. but 


to. know. thee. better, and love thee more, 


and be morę entirely conform'd to thine i- 
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mage, and live always in thy blefſed pre- 
| ſence. Thou haſt alſo called me out of the 
world, plac'd thine image upon me, enabled 
me to make it my buſineſs, though with 
many imperfections, to ſerve, and pleaſe, 
and honour thee; Oh receive me to the 
fulneſs of thy love, and grace, and preſent 
me faultleſs before the preſence of thy glo- 
ry, with exceeding joy. Amen. Holy Fa- 
ther, be it unto me according to thy word; 
through the merits and interceſſion of my 
all. ſuſicient Saviour, Fg ng Chriſt, the 
Faithful and true witneſs, in whom all thy 
Promiſes are yea ana Amen. 
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Thankſgiving 70 Co for his innumerable 
benefits aua mercies, particularly in the 


year paſt ; with ſome- direction and ad- 


vice concerning it. 5 


OW precious and delightful are the 
thoughts of thy benefits! O Zora, how: 
great is the ſum of them! Should I count. 
them, they are more in number than the 
ſtars. Shall J not obſerve and confider 
them? Maintain a grateful fenſe of * 
a | an 
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and puPlickly acknowledge them on all oc- 
cafions? that I may Vet the Lord at all 


times, and his praiſe be continually in mn 
mouth. More eſpecially ſhould. I conclude. 


and begin the year, with ſolemn praiſes to 
my great benefactor and preſerver. I ought 
to begin and cloſe every day with it, there- 


| by to make the out goings of the morning 
and the evening to Tejoyce in God. Every 


year, every day, every hour, every moment 


offers me an occaſion to praiſe him 5 becauſe 
a 


he is every minute gracious, and hath been. 
fo ever fince he gave me my being. 
Almoſt one half of my time hath been 


| fpent in ſeep, when I remember not God; 


nor my ſelf; yet doth he who never ſlum- 
bers or ſleeps, remember me in mercy, and: 
watch over me for good. . Yea, though in 


= the other half, by day, I have forgotten him 


in a worfe fenſe, by caſting off his fear, and 
not remembring that his holy eye is upon 


me, yet hath he not forgotten to be gracious. 


Therefore * 11/7 praiſe the name of G 
with a ſong, aud will magnify him with. 
thankſgiving, and never forget his benefits. 
With which ſacrifice he is better pleaſed, 
than with an ox or bullock that hath horns © 


— an — 
* Plal, 69. 30, 
—— — — 6 
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He hath prolonged my life this Jaſt year, 
when ſo many others of his more uſeful ſer- 
vants have been remay'd. NY: death; and gi- 
ven me farther time and Tpace to epent, 
when multitudes have been ſurpriz'd.in their 
impenitence. Yea, it was he who formed 
me in the, womb, and brought me ſafely in- 
to the world, by whoſe providence I have 
hitherto been lupe In him T live and 
moue, aud conriunally exiſt : To his unde- 
eres oodneſs am beholden for Als the 
good kind which I ever enjoy'd > to 
is bounty 11 am indebted. for all that I 552 
have; a muſt depend upon it, whatever 
I. can hereafter expect. FI 
Through infancy and childbood' be was 
pleas d to e me; favour wing me with 
many advantages in my birth eaucati- 
an; providing for me a competent liveli- 
hood ; diſpoſing the e e of my 
condition, relations, places. of abode, Cc. 
more 3 —.— he hath done for : 
thouſands; affording me many helps for 
the improvement of my mind, and the en- 
ereaſe of knowledge; and preventing my 
neceſſities, and even my deſires, with num- 
berlcſs bleſſings, which I never ſo much as 
aſk'd for. He hath cauſed ſeveral of my 
relations to yield me comfort, when they 
o- ht have been fore afflictions. He 00 
up ſtrangers to befriend me, 
mer me . How . favours 3 


res 


9 .v-0S HE 


4 a 3 . 3 poo Y 2 —— ak. Wm __ hed FLY „ bp bus vw 18 nt #4 


i 
: 
5 


NS 


Dear, 


ſer. 
and gi- 
tegent, 
in their 


formed 
ely in- 


fuch mall, unlikely, n 
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L receiv'd from God, by the inftrumentality 


opportunity, and the in- 
How often hath he deliver d my ſoul from. 


and the power, the 


|, clinarion? 


death, mine eyes 7 rom tears, aud my feet 5 


from falling, by ſeaſonable preſervations? 


| fo that I do yet wa/k before him in the laud 


34 
_— 


of the living, He hath reſcu'd me from. 


the brink of many a precipice, which thro? 


"©. 


ignorance or inadvertency, I did not appre - 


hend orfear. When I knew not which way 
to turn, he hath made my path plain. Un- 
der ſinking Aiſappointments, he hath com- 


| manded ſuccour; and been 4 preſent help 


in the time of trouble. In great perplexi- 
ties, his eye hath been my guide, and his, 


arm hath brought ſalvation: it may be by 
the miniſtry of his Holy angles, obcying his: 


order, and giving unuſal intimations of ve- 


ry great, and otherwiſe unſuſpected dan- 
rd ; or ſending relief and deliverance, by 
1d unexpected means, 
as carried the name of God vifibly engraven. 
on them, innumerable calamities he. faves. 
me from, which others groan under ;. and 
as many b/eſJings am I favour'd with, where- 
of they are deſtitute. He ſpreads my ta- 
ble, and fills my cup, and gives ae alt 
things richly to enjoy, when many excel- 
lent perſons, of whom the world is not wor- 
thy, are fed with 7he bread of affiiftion, 
Ko | an 


F# 
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4 : 
| and the water of affliftion. Others have 
Tl only neceſſaries, or but few conveniencies, 

1 in compariſon with the plentiful proviſions 

Gad hath made for my chearful obedience 


* 
1 —— u— — 
5 — - 


to him. And ſhall I not praiſe him for * 


f | the precious things of heaven, the bleſſings: 
1 _ of the earth, the dew and the deep? and 


more eſpecially for the good-w7/L of bim 
who A elt in the buſh, to ſanctify and ſwee- 
ten all: whereby common mercies become 
the pledge and fore-runner of better things; 
as the fruit of his ſpecial kindnefs, the wit- 
neſs of his truth, and the ſeed of peace, 
and joy, and righteouſneſs, and praiſe ; by 
reaſon of his bleſſing on all that I poſſeſs, 
which. otherwiſe would prove a ſhare, and 
a temptation, and. be intermix'd with. a 
„ % d HDR C1008 x 
And beſides tlie ordinary and continued 
bounty of every day, in the midſt of how 
many A iculties and dangers have I felt 
the dear obligations of his preſerving mer- 
cy? abroad and at home; in foreign coun- 
- tries, as well as my own ; in the midſt of 
enemies, and among friends; in all- places, 
and at all times. Pd 
He hath, prolonged my Health, or made 
my bea in ſickneſs.. He hath often granted 
the aeſires of my heart; whenever it was 


* * 


* Deut. 33. ver. 135 14+ PE 
or 


ab ſaom, guided me 
_ be angel of his preſence hath directed my 


and di 


ppointed my endeavours, in other. 


| inſtances,” when it was more to my advan-. 
tage. From how many miſchieſs hath he - 


ſav'd me, by ſuch: things as I deprecated, 
and would have hindcr'd ? How many e- 
vils hath he turned for good? He hath 


et my feet in à lange place. He hath, 


chaſten'd me for my pro: his rod and 
his ſtaff have comforted me: he hath, 
ſpoken comfortably to me in the wilderneſs. 
Aliiction hath been uſeful and neceſſary 


phyfick ; made an inſtrument of virtue, 
and ſo a token of his love. Therefore * 7 
abi ſing of the mercy of the Lord for ever, 
and with the voice of thankſgiving will 1 
make known his faithfulneſs.  :* __ 
He hath all vong conducted me by his 
y his providence, and 


ath, and order'd all my goings. He 
ath been a c/oud to me by day, and a 


pillar of fre. by night: he hath helped me 


in my ftraits, and ſupply'd my wants, and 


g comforted me in all my ſadneſſes: his 
powerful and gracious preſeuce hath been 


my conſtant guard ; and his ſovereign 


Inever- failing goodneſs hath compaſs'd me 
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for his lords. and contradicte i my ſpecs, 
A 


heard my cry in the day of adverſity, ans 
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about with mercy on every fide. - For 


which, O moſt merciful Father, my./au} | 
and all that is within me deſires to ſpeak 
„„ wie ag G2 SR ISI 
| The advantagious circumſtances of many 
divine favours 45 raiſe their value, and de- 
ſerve to be particularly obſery'd and ac- 
knowledged. How ſuitably, how [eaſ0ng- 
= : 19 5 1 
+ #Gty, how wiſely hath he conferr'd his be- 
nefits ? With what tenderneſs and kind- 
neſs ? With what freedom and readineſs? 
Of his own bounty and good-will, without 
any neceffity, 'or., obligation on his part; 
without any deſert, and ſometimes. with- 
out ſo much as a prayer on mine. And 
what is more, notwithſtanding my 7#8r4- 
tna and forgetfulneſs of him, and great | 
rovocations, heightened by the abuſe of 
o much mercy ; demanding nothing, after 
all, in requital of ſo much kindneſs, but 
my acceprance of his love, and grateful } 
ſenſe of his goodneſs, and the ſweeteſt and 
4 moſt reaſonable expreſſions of it, by 7hank- 
nne. ² ꝛùQ Ü 
1 More eſpecially would I bleſs the Lord, 
for enlightning my mind in the great myſte- | 
3 ries of 7eligion.; dif poling in wonderful 
1 wiſdom the ſeveral means and methods, | 
: whereby he brought me to the know/eage i 
| of the truth, by parents, minifters, friends, 
acquaintance, - books, afflictions, Cc. be- 
ginning with me in chilabooa, nn 
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Lord, 
1yſte- | 
lerful 
hods, 
teage 
ends, 


* at be- . 


min 


an 


i 


and cultivating the inbred notions of God, 


| wards and puniſhments ; by the careful 


of good examples, counſels, and encourage - 


| affiftance, and leſs hindrances and di verſi- 


bleſſing of his Holy words and ſacraments; 


Purity of 5 in moſt of theſe places, where 


and grace by Jeſus Chriſt : acquainting me 
with the ſublime principles and articles, 


| readineſs to receive me to mercy, won 


on Tut Aud ETERNITY. 113 
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ahd natural religion, of good and evil, re- 


inſtructions of parents, or others concern d 


ments, to know and do well; with more 
ons, than to many others. Particularly, for 
the excellent privilege, and ineſtimable 


the liberty of the chriſtian religion in the 


God has been pleas'd to caſt my lot. 
Cauſing me to lay a0wn"in green paſtures, 
and leading me beſide the ſtil} waters: in- 
ſtructing me in the revelation of his will 


: : 
ö | 


precepts and rules, promiſes and hopes 
of the goſpel, in order to eternal life. 

' I bleſs thee, O Lord, and ſhall for ever 
do ſo, that with any or all theſe advantages 
and helps, thy holy ſpirit hath taught mg.zo 
know the truth as it is in Feſus, heartily to 
believe and *obey it. That by thy grace I 
have been convinc'd of fin, and brought 
to repentance ;” ſhewing me the neceſſity of 
a Saviour, to make my peace with, thee, 
the all-ſufficiency of his grace, the fulneſs of 
his merit, the freeneſs of his love, and his 
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and calling me to it, and enabling me to 


— 
— 
* 


accept his gracious invitation, and obey his 


compaſſionate call ; making me willing by a 
powerful and victorious grace, drawing me 
with cords of love, and ſo effectually per- 


ſwading me to conſent to thy covenant, and 


comply with thy meſſage, on the gracious 


terms of the goſpel. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Feſus 7 200 
through his abundant mercy hath begotten 
me again to à lively hope ; having hum- 
bled my proud heart, and. conquer'd the 
perverſeneſs of my ſtubborn will,and brought 
my ſoul to an entire ſubjection to himſelf: 
who took pity on me, when he ſaw me 
in my blood, ſpread his ſhirt over me, caſt 
a mantle upon my nakedneſs, waſh'd me 
from my fins, and put his own comelineſs 
upon me by ſanctification: who open'd my 
eyes when I was leaping blindfold into the 
pit of deſtruction; who healed my ſoul, 
when I was fick unto death; who reſcu'd 
and recover'd me from the flavery of the 


devil, when I was led captive by him at 


his will. Shall not a ranſom'd, redeemed 


ſtave, be thankful to his deliverer ? Shall 


not a miſerable undone finner, who is re- 
ceived to mercy, be thankful for a pardon ? 
Awake, O my ſoul! and utter a ſong of 
praiſe to him, who forgiveth all thine 


N r 
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iniquities, Healer ath 
20% redeemerh” thy life (thy foul) from 
aeftrnftion, and crownerth thee with loving 


Finaneſs, and render mercies. 
rencwed image and likeneſs ? given thee 
his Son ? his grace ? his ſpirit ? and taken 
ſuch a wretched creature into ſo near a re- 


God and guide, thy portion and thine in- 
heritance, thy friend and ny phyſician, thy 
ſun and thy ſhield, and thi 
great reward? And ſhall not my foul 
| peak aloud his praiſe ? Hath he been 
* merciſul to my unrighteouſneſs, and 
= botted out my fins ? Hath he gathered 
me with his arm and carried me in his 
| boſom ? Hath he been my Saviour and Re- 
deemer, adopted me into his family, and 
promis'd to make me blefled in his glory, 
with the holy angels? The curſe | 
remoyed, and the hand-writing againſt me 


W condemning ſentence of the law exchang'd 
for a gracious pardon, through the ſacri- 

| fice of my 2 0 Lord Feſus ? And ſhall 

1 not praiſe 

grace? 


„18.43. 14. 


Hath he made thee partaker of his own 


lation to himſelf; and promiſed to be thy 


ine exceeding 


cancell'd, the price paid, the breach made 
up, the mouth of juſtice ſtop'd, and the 


o 


and healeth all thy aiſtaſes; 


ing 


is incomprehenſible love and 
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I likewife thank thee, - moſt holy Father, 
for ſaving me from guilt and ruin, when af: 
faulted by powerful and dangerous #empra- 
tions ; that by preventing mercy, or re. 
ſtraining grace, thou haſt kept me from ma. 
ny. ſcandalous and preſumptuous crimes, | 
1 thank thee, for making the. ſins of other. 
a Warning and a caution. to me; anargu 
ment to humility, and a motive to watch ve 
fulneſs ; for preſerving my judgment from 
many errors and delufions, by which other: 
are {duced : for enabling me to improve 
any opportunities. of doing good, and ma 
king me in any thing uſeful to others: yea, 
I thank thee for a thy -mercies to other 

3 for all the gifts and graces, and j 
uſetu 


Ineſs of any of thy ſervants, wherein 
een 
as a member of the ſame body, I defire to 


rejoyee x for any £ 


1 port and comfort to me, 
for thy name's ſake. 


I deſire unfeignedly to bleſs thee, for any i 
ſuccour, relief, and victory; with reſpect 
to the ſnares and buffetings of ſatan, and 
the vileſt of his temptations. When he hath 
tempted me to apoſtacy, and infidelity, in 
ſpeculation or practice; of queſtion, the 
truth of the holy ſcriptures, and the lite to 
come; to doubt of the foundations of the 
chriſtian faith, or to-defpair of the mercy i 
of God, and give up the reins to ſenſual f. 
luſt; or to draw me from God, by the 1 
EEE. 4 C ĩð oe” 
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love of the world, and the praiſe of men, 
by evil company, intemperance, ſecret 
feht 7 ATENEO 
I bleſs thee with my whole ſoul for cal- | 
Ung me back from any of my-wandrings, 
and by infinite goodnels recoyering me after 
1 preat falls, enabling me to return when 1 
bad gone aſtray, an ſeek thy forfeited fa- 
our, that thou may'ſt heat, my bachi- 
ainss; giving me in order to it, a deep ſenſe 
of my own fin, and of thy ſovereign grace 3 
leading me to a ſaviour whoſe, blood clean- 
ſeth from all fin, when my guilty, defiled 
coul ſo much needed its Re and clean- 
ning virtue; awakening me by thy — 
and ſpirit, and providence, to perform 
r ey ebay -- 
I bleſs thee. who haſt guided my feet into 
the way of peace, when by the terrors of 
an accuſing conſcience, and the ſenſe of un- 
50 9 8 n, and the apprehenſions of thy 
tor an; deſerved wrath, I was ready to 5 : that 
reſpet BF tho thou didſt moſt juſtly: hide thy face at 
2, and any time, it was but for a little while; but 
de hath didit ſeaſonably, and in mercy return, to 
Wipe off my tears, tre the Joy , thy 
== /2/varion, and chaſe away the clouds and 
darkneſs on my ſpirit, by the reviving pre- 
eh ſence of thy o. Thou who art the a hr, 
Lwilt be the . z and there- 
fore tho' thou haft viſited mine iniquities 
with a fatherly rod, yet 2 loving _ 
®F i 
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to me, 
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him ! - And now, Lor 
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gon haſt not taken from me, or ſuffer'd thy 
faithfulneſs to fail, or thy covenant of 


Peace to be removed ; but haſt refreſhed me 


with Hidden manna, after great . 
Aying unto my foul, Tah Cod, . and ever 
7hy Goa. © Thou haſt made me to hear thy 


voice, which was ſweet; and to taſte % 


love, which is better than wine; enable me 
to ſay with thine apoſtle Thomas, my Lori” 
and my God; and to have had ſome com- 
munion with thee fince, in publick or pri. 


Fu. 
8 F 2 


1 ccc 
For all theſe inuumerable mercies ] de- 
fire to praiſe thee, which yet are but in or- 


der to greater; I hope, in order to ever- | 
taſting kinaneſs in heaven, Theſe are but | 
the taſte and earneſt of what thou wilt be- 


Now hereafter. Oh how great is the good 
neſs that he hath laid #pJor thoſe that fear 

| , what wait I. for 
my 17 85 is even in thee. I thank thee, who 
haſt thus put it into my heart, to render thee 
ſolemn praiſe, and once more to renew my 
covenant with thee. MT ot 


a- - 2 


Tilt magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit 


"ſpall rejoyce in God my Saviour. Return 


unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath 


dealt bountifully with me. (a) White I 
live, I will praiſe thee, and ſing praiſes 
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ie 
ne to triumph in Chrift 'Feſus. 


ſaved me: 


Linaneſs in the morning, des 


2+ his name.” 
orks, in all places 44 his domi nous: bleſs 
rhe Lord, 22 


| | articular deli 
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nuito my God, - while I have 4 being. 0 


come aud gehold the works of the Lord, 


auh he hath ons for my ſoul The Lord 
lieb; — (a) Heel bo” my rook, amd let 
God of my ſalvation be exalted.” Tet 
my heart be glad, ana my glory rejoyce, for 
the Lord is not afſham'd to be called my 
God. Thanks be t0 Goa, who hath cauſea 
Sing unro 
the Lord, Ohe his ſuints, aud give thanks 
at rhe rementbræmce of his hotimeſs" (b) F 
cried unro thee, and thou haft healed ans 
T will give . 3 Ns = 


Till 
ever, (c) I ſnew fort Faiths. 


7eſs every night. For He Lora is good, his 


JT mercy evemlaſting, ahm his rruth endures 
rhroughous all generations. O enter into 
is gates with thankſerving, 


aud his courts 
with praiſe * be Fhankful unto him, and 
"Bleſs the Lord, all ye bis 


Let me add, for a « ronclaion, that the 
e ports and conſo- 

ations, which at ay dme God hach given 
in cales of great exigence, or in anſwer to 
nate prayer, ought never to be for- 


raiſes | zeiten. b N chriſtians have 
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been wont to write: down ſuch remarkable 
appearances. of God for them, with the par- 
ticular- circumſtances that did r ecommend 


and enhance the mercy (whether ſpiritual or 
tem 9 as an encouragement to truſt in 
God in 


ture difficulties. And have after- 
wards found the comfort and ad vantage of 
being able to have recourſe to ſuch papers. 
Phis practice I recommend as what has be 
uſeful and conſolatory to divers chriſtians for 
many years afterwards; and to ſome others 


of their. more intimate friends, to whom 


they might, without vanity, be imparted. 


What experiences might be recorded, of ſig- 


nal returns to prayer, and ſeaſonable mani- 


feſtations of the truth, and goodneſs, and 
wiſdom of Gods, if all the iaſtances thereof 
were duly recoll ted and pre | 

how ſweet, and pleaſant would the work of 
prayer and praiſe then be! With what re- 
joycing and delight ſhould we ſet about it, 
and live in it, if the conſtraining goodneſs 
and love of God, and a thankful ſenſe of 
his unſpeakable mercies did bring us 10 


— 


bim, and indict and animate every word! 


What ſupport and comfort, and probable | 


hopes (at Zeaſt) of the ſpecial love of God 
might we derive from the various paſſages 
of his compaſſion and kindneſs! .; And here- 
by we may be able more heartily to give 
him chanks, for pnruon, functigcution, and, 
adoption, which we commonly mention with 


= 


100 much doubt and fear. lt 


cen 


ected and.preſerv'd! And 


SY 


guide unto death. 
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It may likewiſe be adviſeable to examine 
and record the workings of your own: ſpirit, 
under ſuch diſpenſations : what thoughts 
ps had of God? What acts of faith, 


ove, and thankfulneſs, you did then mani- 


feſt? What evidences of God's favour, and 
what diſcovery of your own ſincerity you 
have had at ſuch times? When, and how, 
and by what means you were cur'd of your 
uncomfortable unbelief, and rais'd from your 
deſpondency ? What promiſes you had re- 
courſe to, for relief? What confiderations 
were moſt helpful to you? What frame of 
ſpirit you kept up in prayer, before and af- 
ter? What reſolutions and engagements you 
made to God, to love, and truſt, and praiſe 


and ſerve him, and give up all to his diſpoſe - 


for the future? And what conſequent obli- 
gation may be inferr'd frem thence, to ac- 
quieres in the will of God, and refign our 

elves entire to him, faying, this God is our 
God for ever and ever, aud he will be our 
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_ oinning of their year: Of the difference 
85 1 their ſacred and civil account. 
The feaſt of trumpets on the firſt day of 
 Zhe year: its inſtitition, nature, aud 


deſign : rhe traditions and cuſtoms of the 


Jews re pecting that diy. 


Typo the deliverance of the Zews 
out of Egypt, the firſt month which 


began with the new moon, next to 
the vernal equinox, was to be accounted 
* rhe beginning of months; (it anſwers to 
the latter end of our March, and the be- 


From what time the Jews recton d the be. 
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ginning of April, and is ſometimes called 
Niſan, and ſometimes Abb.) It was ordi- 
narily, after that deliverance, reckon'd the 
firſt month of the year, in their ſacred, or 
eccleſiaſtical account. The computation of 
years till then, from the creation of the 
world, was from Tiſri or Seprember,* as the 
inning of years; but now they are com- 
manded to begin their reckoning from 
March. Therefore the pafſover kept in this 
month, is faid to be obſerv'd in the f#rf 
month: and the feaſt of Purim, which was 
kept in our February, is ſaid to be in the Jaſt 
month, that is, of the ſacred year. A pe- 
riod ſo.remarkable and extraordinary, as 
that was to the eos, deſerved very well to 
be particularly remembred and taken notice 
of; and might juſtly be accounted the ff, 
or chiefeſt of their months. And by com- 
paring Evod. 12. 41. with Gal. 3. x7. it 
may be concluded, that Abraham receiv'd 
the promiſe on the fifteenth day of this 


month : and 'tis computed, that about the 


| fame time of the year Jaac was born; and 


the zabernacle afterwards erected in the 
wilderneſs. | | ede 

As the redemption of Hrael, from their 
bondage in Egypt was but a type of a more 


—_ a. at * 4 — 


* Lightfoot, Vol. II. p. 1 323. Biſhop Patrick's cot — 
1 * glorious 
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glorious one by the Meſſiah, he was pleas'd 
to ſuffer death in this month, John 18. 28. 
According to this computation, the month 
Tiſri (which began with the firſt new moon 
next to the autumnal equinox) is often cal- 


led the prone month ; but was not ſo ac- 


counted before the deliverance of 1/7 ac/ out 
of Egypt. As to civil and political affairs, 
it was for the moſt part reckon'd the firſt 
month of the year ; on this account, in this 
month * 72/7; (which anſwers to part of 
our September, and part of October) on the 
fifteenth day of the month, was the feaſt of 
tabernacles, when the f fruits of the earth 
were gather 'd in, and is ſaid to be in the 
end of the year. Much hath been ſaid by 
many learned men, for the date of the 
world's creation, and the beginning of the 
year, from the vernal equinox, or the ſpring. 
And the Heede are alledged as keeping 
the great teſti 

year, when the ſun enters into Aries. But 


— 


Heidegeri Hiſt. Patriarch. Tom. 1, Diff. 12. f. 22. 
de Anno Patriarcharum. | 
. + Exod. 23. 15, 16. See Ger. I. Voſſii 1/ag. Chro- 
nol. diflert. 2. Scaliger de Emend. Temp. Lydiat de 
variis Aunorum formis. Selden de Ann. Civili ver. 
Jud. Joel 2. 23. 1 Kings 8. 2. Lightfoot Hore in 
Mat. 2. 1. Fr. Spanhemii F. Introd. ad Chronol. & 
His. Sacram. 4to. p. 16, 27, c. J. Mayeri Diarrive 
de Feftis Fud. d vo. c. 3. 
4 0 4015 | however 


ival of Aries, or of the new 
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however uncertain that be, and difficult to 
determine it, yet the eus reckon to have 
been in Autumm, the creation of the world, 
the birth of the firſt-patriarchs, reparation 
of the tables of the law, the dedication of 
the temple, the three great ſolemn feaſts of 
the beginning ofthe year, and uther remarka- 
ble paſſages. As many religious aſſemblies, 
and ſolemn feaſts, were appointed of God 
to the eus, in this month 73/77, as in all 
the year beſides. W 
That the birth and baptiſm of our bleſſed 
Saviour, Zeſus Chriſt, ſhould be at this time 
of the feaſt of tabernacles, is as conſidera- 
ble, as that his paſſion: ſhould be about the 
time of the Jeaiſb paſſover. He was ſacri- 


| ficed for us at that time, when by God's ap- 


pointment, the paſchal lamb was to be of- 
ter'd as his type: and at the Feaſt of taber- 
aacles he came to pitch his tent in our na- 
ture, to * tabernacle in our fleſh, and dwell 
among us. The ſceptre was ſo far gone 


from Fudah, that the Fw! were compell'd 


by a foreign power, inſtead of obſerving the 


feaſt of tabernacies ati Feruſalem, every 
one to repair to his own city to be taxed; as 


the | emperour a had commanded; 
(and 'tis not very likely he would appoint 
that in the depth of winter, the time of our 


ä — 
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John 1. 14. 
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Chriſtmas) and now was the ſeab for uin 


| g $1 ful, $i Es by Ak h, 
for the firſt diy of this month, or the 


of trumpets, is ſuppofed to have been in 
remembrance of that deliverance out of E- 


£yþt the ſounding of trumpets being a to- 
ken of liberty. This feaſt of :rumpers, on 


the firſt day of the new year, —— 


their civil account, is thus commanded 
Lev. 23. 24. Numb. 29. 2. and chap. 10. 
10. That it ſhould be 32 ſabbath, aud 4 


memorial of b lowing of rrampets, an holy 


convocation, &c. Some think it is called 4 
memorial of trumpets, to preſerve the me- 


mory of Haac's deli verance, by the ſubſti- 


tution of a ram to be ſacrificed in his ſtead: 
to this purpoſe it may be alledged, that it 
is fometimes called by the ns, the bin- 


ding of Hanc; which they 1 AE e to "= 


been in the ſame da E year. 


others termed feſi 29 Corus, the alt of — | 


horn. 

But is is more probable, chat chis name 
was not given, with any reſpect to Jaac, 
but on the account of that kima of trum- 
pets which were then ſounded, vis. ſuch 


* i. „„ — * . tc. r r 


111 — 


* Dr. Hammond in loc. Godeau a Bez, Al de 
PFEgliſe. tom. 4. c. 1. ſect. 6. Hoſpin an, ine Feſt. 
Tudaic. | 


as 
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as were made of ſheep or rams horns. * O 


| thers think it to have been appointed of a 
orateful remembrance of former victories | 


which God had afforded them; particular- 
ly that at Fericho, where was the firſt op- 
poſition they met with in their paſſage to 


Canann : and the walls of the city fell down 


at the ſound of ſuch horn-trumpets, Foſs. 6. 
x3, 20. But the moſt likely account of it is 
this; That it was intended to ſolemnize the 
beginning of the new- year, to mind them 
of the beginning of the world, and to excite 
their thankfulneſs for the fruits, and bleſ- 
ſings, - and benefits of the year preceding. 
The extraordinary blowing of trumpets by 
the Priefts, at that time, (in all their cities, 
as well as at Zernſalem, where two | Silver 
trumpets were alſd uſed at the temple, as 
well as theſe of horn, and the Lovites ſung: 
the $1ft Yſalm) might ſerve, both to ſtir 
* the people to bleſs God for the favours 
of the year paſt, acknowledging his good- - 
neſs in preſerving them to the beginning of 
another; and withal excite them to pray for 
his protection and bleſſing for the ew year, 
on which they now entred, . 


* * 
3 


3 


* Whether the year of Fubilee was proclaim'd by 
fuch trumpets, ſee Bp. Patrick's Commentary upon 
Lev. 4 0. : 

+ Lightfoot's Temple ſervice, chap. 16. ſect. 5. 
EE 4 Mai moni des. 
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NMaimonides, the famous Jewiſh Rabbin, 
thinks the ſounding of trumpets at this time, 
was defign'd to fignify ſome ſuch exhortati- 
on as this; * Ariſe, O ye fleepers, out of 
your ſleep; aud you that. flumber awake 
out of your fumbring. Search your works, 
aud turn by repentance. Remember your 
creator, you that have forgotten the truth, 
and have exchanged it for the vanities of 
the world; and have all your lives wan- 
dared after vanity, which will not profit or 


deliver you. Conſider your ſouls, conſider 


your ways and works ; and let every one of 
von forſake his evil way, and his thoughts 
that are nat good.. | 
Some have imagined a typieal reprefenta- 
tion of the uo covenants in this feaſt. The 
ola covenant figured by the year paſſed ; 
and the covenant of grace, or the goſpel 
flate, by the new year then begun ; and that 
by the ſound of trumpets was prefigured 
the future preaching of the goſpel, accor- 
ding to that of the apoſtle ; Their ſound 
went forth unto all the earth, and their 
words unto the end of the world. And fo 
the feaſt of trumpets is abrogated by the 
preaching of the goſpel, it that were 
| . ſigniſied by it. The publication 
of the goſpel is the jqyful ſound, PL. 89. 15. 


5 — _—_— — — 


— 


| ® Ganones de Pœnitent. chap. 3. can, 6. 
| and. 
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and. miniſters are to lift 2 like 
a trumpet, Iſa. 58. 1. the diſcharge of their 
office, as gvatchmen, is expreſs'd by ſetting 
the rrumpet to their mouth, Hol. 8. 1. Ezek. 
33. When the Zews ſhall be converted to 
the faith of Chriſt, it is ſaid, I that day 


the great trumpet ſpall he blown, and they 
hall come, who-are 1 to periſh, Ifa. 27. 


ult. Twas the office of the prieſts to ſound 
theſe trumpets, Numb. 10. 8. The pub- 
lick diſpenſation of the bee is committed 
to iniſters, {et apart for that work, as the 
ſons of Aaron for theirs. We read but of 


tuo trumpets at firſt, for B/eazar and Itha- 


ar, the two. ſons of Aaron, Numb. z. 4. 


But David added many muſical inſtru- 
ments: and in Solomon's time, at the dedi- 
cation of the temple, we read. of one hun- 


dred and twenty prieſts, who ſounded with 
trumpets, 2 Chron. 5. 12. Without ſuppo- 
ſing any type here, in a. ſtrict and proper 
ſenſe ; we may yet farther conſider the pa- 


rallel, and obſerve how the joy and grati- 


rude theſe trumpets did excite, is exceeded 
by that r rejoycing, promiſed and 
foretold: by the prophets, when the glad 


gs of the goſpel of Glyation by the 


e world, 


Meſfah, ſhould. be publiſli'd to 


Ja. 54. 1. Lale 2.11. Gal. 4. 27. Which 


hath been in part accompliſn'd; and will. 
be more complete, in that kingdom of peace 
and purity, which Chriſt will eſtabhiſh up- 
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on earth, toward the end of the world : 


and ſhall be finally perfected at the end of 


time; when days, and years, and time 
(thus meaſured) ſhall be no more. When 
the Meſſiah, our bleed Saviour, having fi- 
niſhed his mediatory undertaking, as to what 
concerns earth, ſhall come again from hea- 
ven, with zhe trumpet of God, to raiſe the 
dead, and fummon all the world to their fi- 
nal judgment. Then hall he deliver up 
zhe kingdom to his Father: and the faith- 
and be for ever with him. | 

There is a tradition among the Fews, 
mention'd by Mai monides, * that on the 


ful ſhall enter into he joy of their Lora, 


firſt day of the new year, God enters into 


Judgment for the fins of the year, and life 


paſt. That every one's faults are weighed 
againſt his good works. He that is found 


rightedus, is ſealed unto 7ife: and he that 
is found wicked, is ſealed unto death. | 
And ttis a general cuſtom that hath ob- 
tained among the Jets, for the ten firſt days 
of the zew year, to riſe out of their beds. 
In the night, and to continue in their ag 
ping until break 

day. The ſuperſtitious and ridiculous 
ceremonies of the & modern Fews on this 


* Canones de Pomit cap. 23, can. 5. | 
+ Vid. Ceremon. & Cont. parmi les Fuifs d au- 


d a 
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day, I ſhall not repeat. 5 However vain and 


groundleſs, ſuperſtitious and abſurd many. 
of their cuſtoms and practices are on this 


day: yet this blind 4evorion of the ers, 
may juſtly ſhame, and condemn the CÞrifte- 


I who commonly ſpend the 


beginnings every year worſe than any o- 


ther parts of them; and inſtead of any 


ſolemn retirement, for prayer and medita- 


tion, which might aſſiſt them to number 


their days, and prepare for eternity ; (in- 


| ſtead, I fay, of ſuch ſeaſonable exerciſes} 
how do vain and hurtful fparts and paſtimes, 


or trifling and unedifying mirth, and fruit- 


teſs converſations, conſume the greateſt part 
of the days, (and nights too) of the begin- 


ning of the year ! And thus when the firft 
fruits of the year are offer'd up to fin and 
vanity, tis no wonder, if the following parts 


of it are employ'd to no better purpoſe 3 


without any due concern for the ſou}, and 


an everlaſting ftate. 


To endeavour ſome remedy to theſe dif- 


orders, and give ſome aſſiſtance to ſuch as 


defire ſeriouſly to make religion their prin- 


cipal buſineſs, is the end of publiſhing the 


foregoing reflect ions. I moſt heartily be- 


ſeech the God of all grace, to influence by 


his holy ſpirit, the conſeience of every rea- 
der, that ſome ſuch good effect may be at- 
tained. Having found the practice recom- 


* 


mended, to be of ſome uſe to my ſelf, and 
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my own heart warmed, in compoſing the 
ſubſtance of theſe papers, (tho without any 
intention at that time, of expofing them to 
the world) 'tis not unreaſonable to hope, 
that what hath been beneficial to one may 
be helpful to another. It cannot certainly be 
improper, to begin the year with Goa, with 
whom we ſhould begin every day. "Tis de- 
corous and becoming, to 4e4icate our 
ſelves to him in a more ſolemn manner than 
ordinary, at ſuch a-time: thankful to ac- 
knowledge the favours and Z/efſings we 
have particularly received 'the year paſt : 
and to recollect the ſius we have been guilty. 
of : to confeſs and. aggravate them with hu- 
mility, contribution, and deep remorſe : to 
renew our covenant. with God: to repeat 
and fortify our 7eſ0/47925. of living better ; 
imploring his grace to aſſiſt us in it: to re- 
ect ſeriouſly. on the mutability, frailty, and. 
| brevity of our preſent /ife :. to confider the 
ſwiftneſs, uncertainty, irrecoverableneſs, and 
conſequent value of! our time: to look for- 
ward to a bleſſed or miſerable eternity, one. 
of which. we muſt every. one ſhare in; And. 
to confirm our faith in the certainty thereof, 
confidering our ac ar approach to ſuch an un- 
changeable ſtate: to think what inprove- 
ment we ſhould. make of the Zearh of others, 
eſpecially of relations, and friends, who 
have lately been called home: to make the 
ſuppoſition in good earneſt, that we may _ 
| | o 
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low them, this year, and die before anot her 


new-years-a4ay: to impreſs ſuch a thought on 


our hearts, and the inferences that may na- 
turally be deduced from it: to beg of God to 


enable us to redeem our time, and diſcharge 
the duty of our particular places; and pre- 
fare us for all the events of the following 
year: and ſo effectually reach us to number 
our da ys, that we may apply our hearts um- 
to true wiſdom. Leſt we be ſurpriſed by an 
unexpetted death, before the period of ano- 
ther year. And Jaſtly, to pray for our re- 
lations and friends, families and neigh- 
bours, (and our enemies too; ) and plead 


with God on the behalf of Sion, and the 


afflicted and deformed ſtate of the proteſt- 
ant churches. To ſome of theſe, and the 
like purpoſes, I hope what is here offered, 
may be ſubſervient if conſidered with ſer:- 
ouſneſs and application, after humble invo- 
cation of the Vleſſing of Goa, and the aids 
of his ſpirit; compoſing our minds. and 
thoughts, as in his moſt awful, and holy 
preſence. | . . 

I have only this to requeſt ; That if any 
reader ſhall find any real benefit in this kind, 
he would ſo far requite my charitable afſi/t- 
ance of him; that when his heart is. moſt 
ſerious, his ſpirit moſt compoſed and de- 
vout, and his affections — 2 vigorous and 


lively, he would not forget to put up one 


prayer to heaven for me, for greater 1 
= 1 nels, 
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neſs, and abilities to honour God, and per- 
ſevering faithfulneſs to his truth, and intereſt, 
whatever temptations to deſert it, may be 
employed by the world, the feſhb, and the 
devil; the three great enemies of thine, 


and my ſalration. 
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whe oe ACCOMMT it Was Preach 
ea. Unto which I-bave on. 
by this to ſay ; that his name, 
. and conver ſation, 
the circum n/tances of His ſick- 
uc / his temper und expreſ- 
ſions on a ſuk-bed, were then 
fuffeciently known, to olwvi- 
ate the leaſt infnuation of a 
forgery, as to what [have 
related concerning him. Aud 
as to any. other particulars, 
a hich I have not recited, I 
reckon that the reader's be- 
nefit would be as little con. 
ceru d in the publication, as 
hrs curigſity is like to be diſ- 
Jatisfy'd, if he expedt auy 6 prov 
ther Tea n of Z's conceal-l apt a 
. Snow. to for 
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Funeral Sermon. 


ECCLESIASTES Ri. 9. 


Rejoyce, O young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart chear thee in the days of 
thy youth, and walk inthe ways of thy 
heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes : but 
know thou, that for all theſe things Goa 
2011] bring thee unto judgment. 


\ T Otwithſlanding our manifold advan- 
tages for ſerious religion in our youn- 


ger years, and the contrary inconve- 


© 
” 


niences of deferring it to old age, or an in- 
definite hereafter ; notwithſtanding our fre- 
quent warnings by the death of others, to 
ht for our own, and the unſpeakable 

azard of a ſick-bed repentance ; yet how 
apt are the moſt in their youth and ſtrength 
to forget their Creator and themſelves too! 

g 8 L 2 — ow 
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How prone to indulge carnal mirth and ſen- 
ſual delights! As ſuppoſing by a fatal pre- 
judice and miſtake, that obedience to G04 
would introduce melancholy, deſtroy the 
chearfulneſs of converſation, and ſpoil the 
ſweetneſs of human life ; and thereupon 
refuſe to beſtow a ſerious thought about re- 
ligion and another world, till God by fick- 
neſs, or an h death, ſummon them to 
appear before his bar : upon which account 
it cannot be thought unſeaſonable, upon all 
occafions, to mind young perſons of their ſin 
and duty, their ſnares and dangers, their 
latter end, and final judgment. | 
What at this time directed my thoughts 
to ſuch a ſuhject, is not unknown to divers 
preſent, vis. The death-bed repentance of 
a young man lately deceaſed, who for ſome 
time paſt attended this lecture: I hope, at 
length, with ſome ſerioufneſs and profit; tho 
at he came only with a deſign to carp 


and ſcoff, as with great remorſe he told me 


in his laſt fickneſs. 

And therefore, if there be any now come 
hither upon the ſame errand, and with the 
ſame thoughts, I pray God command their 
(for otherwiſe it would be vain 


for me to beg it) ; and accompany his own 
word with a powerful efficacy, to convince 
their judgments, and perſuade their wills, 
and awaken their ſouls : that they may go 
away with other apprehenſions and reſoluti- 
ER, -.- | ons 
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ons than they came, as this deceaſed peni- 
tent once did; whoſe repenrance and fu- 
neral may lead us to conſider this affectio- 
nate apoſtrophe of the wiſe man in the text, 
Rejoice, O young man in thy youth; ana 
let thy heart chear thee in the days of thy 
youth; ana walk in the ways of thy 
heart, and in the fight of thine eyes: but 
know thou, that for all theſe thinss Goa 
will bring thee into julgment- | 
For the coherence of theſe words with 
the preceding verſes, we need only obſerve, 
that Solomon in the former chapters, having 
given many excellent rules for the quieting 
of our minds, and the comfort of our lives, 
under all that vanity, which he pronounc'd 
upon this world, he comes in this chapter 
to exhort us to prepare for another. For 
when all is done that can poſſibly be effect - 
ed, in order to a contented and 'a happy 
life; yet he tells us, that our /ife it ſelf is 
vain and tranſient, our Ae t inevitable, and 
that the days of darkneſs will be many, verſ. 
8. And then confutes that unreaſonable infe- 
rence, which the young Epicure is too prone 
to make, from ſuch premiſes ; deriding his 
fooliſh pretence and plea, by an Irony: and 
*. endeavouring to awaken his conſcience, 
y declaring. the certainty of an after rec- 
koning, and by a ſolemn citation of him be- 
fore God's anal. For to this purpoſe, 
we may ſuppoſe the yourg Senſual to re- 
| | DJ tort. 
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tort the argument, Are all things vain? 
Is life uncertain, and death and darkneſs 
** near? Let me then enjoy the light as long 
« as Icanz; let me indulge my appetite, and 
<< pleaſe my ſenſes, and gratify my luſts, 
and make the beſt improvement of this 
e vain, this fhort, uncertain life. Have! 
* but a little time in which to enjoy this 
* world ? Let me not make it ſhorter, | by 
« a ftoical reſervedneſs; let me not loſe this 
day, left I never have another; but car 
aud drink, for to morrow I may die. 
To which ſuppos'd objection, the wiſe 
man anſwers, in the words I have read, re- 
Joyce, O young man, in thy youth, and let 
thy heart chear thee in the days of thy 
youth ; q.4. © Let it do thee good, ard 
bring thee joy; be as merry as thou canit, 
s and take all the fatisfaction thy luſt can 
% procure ; if it be thought beſt, and moſt 
<* adviſable to do ſo. Walk in the ways of 
thy heart, and in the fight of thine eyes; 


* 4.4. Being reſolved upon a ſhort life and þ 


* a merry, baulk nothing which thy luſt 
« doth dictate; deny thy ſelf nothing thy 
„ fooliſh heart can wiſh, or thy ſenſual ap- 
petite may crave. But know for certain, 
* aday of reckoning is at hand, when God 
« will call thee to an account for thy ſenſual 
* luſt and youthful follies However z0w 


* thou mayſt ſti fle the convictions of thy | 
*© conſcience, by repeated deba —_— _ 
| 5 « jewd 


an account mult be given of thine ill-fpear 


e life; and for alt the vanities of thy vdte ü, 


and the ſenſual pleaſures-thatinow entice 


thee; God, (a terrible and a righteous God) 


will bring thee to his judgment” ſeat. 


And it follows, V. 20. Therefore remove 
forraw from thy heart, (by avoiding ſin, 
which is the caſe of forrow) aud put away. 


yourh are vanity. 


From the words may be collected theſe. 
three general heads of diſcourſe, as com- 
prehenſive of the ſum of the .. ee 115 

1. In that Siemon makes uſe of an Troy, 
and ſo in mockery and deriſion bids the: 
young man rejayce, we may take notice, 
that ſinful mirth and ſenſual pleaſure, is: 
a0 real and ſubſtantial joy, fit for 4 wiſe 
man to chuſe. It hath but the appearance e 
y ſo, . is 
L 4 nas 


and name of joy; for what is 
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no where to be had, without he fear of 
God, and the Faithful keeping of his com. 
| andeents. 955 

2. In that he direQts his diſcourſe to the 
young mam in particular, we have a plain 
mtimation ; that young perſons, of ail o- 
zhers, are moſt apt to lay 1 05 the fear f 
God, and forget their creator, through the 
fol raps. of Jenſual e t 7 _ 

Inſts. A407 

4 cauſe he tells the — man, that 
even he muſe come to judgment, as an argu- 
ment moſt proper to damp his carnal Mirth 
and Jolliry, and put a Check to his purſuit 
of youthful Luſts ; we may hence obſerve, in 
what reſpcts ⁊he conſideration of a future 
Judgment hath any force of argument, to 
ne * Nee to flop in their 
courſe of to remember. their crea- 
ror the 94 "of their yourh.- 

As to the firſt, I ſhall divide it into two 
beavches, and ſo conſider, | 1. That the car- 
nal mirth of ſinners hath bur the a appea- 
rance and name ¶ joy; being expreſs'd by 
an irony: while on the contrary, they meet 


with trouble and ſorrow, and diffaci n 


in purſuit of their luſts. 

. That he life of a forvous chrs e, in 
rhe fear of God, and the keeping. his com- 
en, is rhe only chearful 7 mer- 
IM 2 0 74 8 
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rt, That ſinful mirth and ſenſual plea- 
ure hath but the S ge and name of 
joy.  Doubtleſs the thought of joy carrieth 
argument with it to a//ure, as that of ſor- 
row to Ai ſuade; on which account, we are 
commonly averſe to ſerious practical religi- 


on, in our younger years, as ſuppoſing it 


would interfere with all the pleaſures of hu- 
man life, and doom us toa perpetual mourn- 
ing, melancholy ſtate ; whereas the irony 
in the text may let us know, that while we 
walk in the way of our own hearts; and 
in the ſight of our eyes, we deceive our 

the ſpvagow of joy, and the ame 


"Tis true, he 5:5 the young man here re- 
joyce, and let his heart chear him, but it 


may be underſtood as if ſpoken in perfect 


ſcorn. and deriſiom: as knowing well that 
all his 227th and chearfulneſs muſt be 
falſe and ſpurious, vain and cauſeleſs, leſs 


in quantity, and worle in quality, than the 


rejoycing of an upright chriſtian. For as to 
ſenſual mirth, ſo grateful and charming to 
the generality of youth, either it depends 
upon their company, which ſometimes be- 
gets quarrels, aud 2077s without cauſe ; * 
or proves not ſuitable to their humour; cr 
elſe ariſeth from a particular temper of bo- 


— 


ä 


_” 


2 


Prov. 23. 29. 
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4%, heighten'd by meats and drinks, and 
more than ordinary diet (and fo hath more 
of the heat than of the man); and by con- 
ſequence, muſt needs be of a fhort continu- 
ance, or elſe is the fole effect of yourh, and 
fo will undoubtedly decay, as they advance 
in age. However, it is in it ſelf contempt- 
ible and bafe, as feigned and not fincere, as 
TE and not real, as vain and without 
a foundation, as irrational and without a 
caufe ; and not contemptible only in 7z ſe/f, 
but Hkewiſe in relation to the ſubjeft, the 
Inferior part of man : and much more in 
reference to the object of their carnal mirth, 
when tis not only ſenſual, but forbidden J 
too; and as truly fo in regard of the #1ra- e 
rion alfo, fince it is eaſily diſturb'd, and | 


hi, rg + of VB + 6, Vu wn e2 


+ bd bh 0 by 


How can it be imagin'd that a courſe of r 
fin can give a man any folid mirth! when t 
the men themſelves are at ſuch a vaſt ex, T 

ce of care, and pains, and trouble, of f 
unavoidable fear, and ſhame, and anxious | i 
thoughts, either to contrive, or to accom- 4 


_ pliſh, or to conceal their wicked purpoſes | 
and practices: fo that I need not ask that | } 
queſtion, concerning the joy of the epicure, | 
which 70 * doth of the Hope of the Hg; © 
erite, what is it when God ſhall rake a-. f 
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FF 4 Mes of, 


4 his foud ? But in the mean time, n 


is it nom; What mirth and joy have they 
fan abe preſent? Who ink theirbrains, 
and ftretch their-fancies, and employ their 


moſt ſulicitous — thougbts, how 


tu malte pruui ihn for their luſte * and 
then muſt bafle their reaſon; and debauch 
their conſciences, actually to enjoy them? 
For oftentimes a troubleſome cauſotencs lays 
ſo many rubs in their way, which they know 
not how to remove ; flarts fo many objecti- 
ons, which they cannot anſwer; makes fo 
many-'doubts and ſcruples, wilich they. 
know not how to reſolve and overcome ʒ that 
if they will venture upon the _ it muſt be 


even in deſpite of themſelves... 


Sometimes the very — of Tar 
ſins. gives them: ſufficient. uneaſineſs and 
trouble to ſpoilitheir mirth; ſach-previous 
thoughtfulneſs being neceſſary ta frame the 
model, to fix the time, to defign the man · 
ner, and to order the circumſtances of ſomo 
impieties 3 and fametimes the IE. 
t ſolf is its own puniſnment. 

Look upon the yourg fruner Gwelling in in. 
| wa ide, or burning in luſt, or drowning in ſen- 

ty; conſider him rack'd with impati- 
ent deſires, and burthen'd with unavoidable, - 


* leſt his attempt be e 
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leſt he be diſap 82 in the E of the 
enjoyment, and his ſhame and folly pub- 
Ulled to the - 


world: and yet this is the mer- 


life of the / al epicayent ont bn; 
* Beſides, 9 — and continu- 
ance in ſin, the devil is in full poſſeſſion, and 
luſt upon the throne; what tyranny doth it 
exerciſe ? And what a blind obedience muſt: 


ced to declare, that you approve of that, 
which your mind condemns? How often 
do you ſubſcribe to that as true, which you 
know to be falſe? And ſo run headlong 
_— the light of: nature, and the checks 
conſcience, and ſurrender foul and body 
and all, to the will of ſatan, and the com- 
mand of an imperious, domineering du, 
Now, what zuirth, or jay can conſiſt with 
fuch a ſervitude. ? Tea, While you weary 
gorr ſelves to commit iniquity, *. What fre- 
_ vexations _- you 2 ag _— * 
appointment of your hopes; finding ſor- 
_— ou 2 an — 
ſtench inſtead of a perfume; and a noiſome. 
weed in the room of a flower? Still ſome- 
thing more, and further, is thought neceſ- 
ſary to your contentment and ſatisfaction, and 
Joy, than what you poſſeſs already: either 
the preſence of ſomewhat which you cannot 


— 


4. 1 — * os he OE . Rr r „ — Oe 
„ 
1 
LM 
* o 
a, er | 
- Fa E Es Fs 0 a 
* 1 * 
4 obtain; 


the ſinner yield ? How often are you for- 
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obtain; or the abſence. of ſomewhat which 
you cannet get rid off; or the continuance of 
ſomewhat which is not in your power to 
keep; or ſuch a charge and variety as you 
cannot accompliſhꝭ: and muſt this be con- 
| cluded the only merry and joyful life? 
| Moreover, let a man but ask you on the 
morroꝛu, what is become f the pleaſure of 
laſt night's. debauch? When there remains 
nothing but a ſting in the conſcience: where 
then, I pray, is your mirth and joy? For 
when once the heat of your wine and luſt is 
over, and you dare take the liberty of ſo- 
ber thoughts, a guilty conſcience will then 
tell you your o, and you ſhall hardly be 
able to ſtop its mouth. And tho' in part 
you may have waſh'd away the ſenſe of for- 
mer 4runkenneſs by more wine, or think 
to drown the voice of your boſom enemy, 
(the accuſer within,) by running into jovial 
company, and an exceſs of riot; yet fome 
ſmart affliction, or ſome ſharp reproof, or 
ſome ſerious ſermon, may ſet your ſins in 
order again, and make your wounds to bleed 
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> afreſh: and then conſcience (notwithſtand- 
g ing your endeavours to ſtop its mouth, and 
& ſmorher its accuſations) will not fail to laſh 
r the a4runkarad, and ſtone the adulterex, and 


t. make the lips of an Barlot bite like a cocka- 
triee. You fpall hear its voice, and under- 
ſtand its errand, and feel a mortal qualm 
upon your ſpirits, from ſuch convictions as 
you cannot eaſi ly ſtifle. 1 
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But if this be not the caſè of ali, becauſe 
reprobate ſe uſe; 5 yet 


ſome are given up to a 
hew often on a fichebed doth the agitation 
of their own diſturbed thoughts, ſet all in a 
flame wirbin; when the remembrance of 
their Ane exceſſes gives them vinegar 


and gall to 4rink, and makes them once 


more fick; from that terrible thought, that 
for ought they know, the next draught may 
be of the cup of God's eternal wrath, in 
the lake ef hell When the remembrance 
of beter my ' hearts gives them the ſad 
ludium of wnquenchable 

eine wich: they are finking. When the 
34. of their oaths 25 blaſphemies (which 
ſtack thro' the name of God) ſhall pierce 
their ſouls with an intolerable: remorſe; 
you 4 ſad reflection on their paſt prophane- 

in ſcoffing at what is ſerious and holy, 
in ridicuting religion, and making a mock of 
fin, ſhall put them into 4 ft of rrembling, 


from the unavoidable: fears of a juag ment 


70 come. Now if his be the ordinary ſtate 


of their caſe, as moſt certain it is, well 


might the wiſe man expole their mirth to 
ſcorn, and by an irony give them leave to 
rejoyos. 

II. That the joy of a righteous, holy per- 


fon, is the only true and proper joy: and 


the life of an upright chriſtian, the. on! 
unn wn * lite. aber f 


Whereas 


fiſts int 
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Whereas ſome have inferr'd, that becauſe 
there is 4 woe pronounc'd in ſeripture to 
thoſe that /argh, and a bleſſeaneſs to thoſe 
that mourn and weep *: that it is therefore 
neceffary, -if we will be ſerious chriſtians, 
that we muſt be ſad and umſoci alle, melan- 
choly and dejected, and lead a life of con- 
tinual complaints and ſorrows. They might 
as well conclude a neceflity-of turning monks 
or beggars, becauſe the-fcripture faith, that 
it is eaſier for a camel to paſs through the 
eye of a neegle, than for a rich man to en. 
ter into the kingdom of heaven f. For as 
to that part of a chriſtian's life, which con- 
2 contemplation of ſ 8 things, 

the infinite exce/Jency of the objeffs muſt 
render it peaſant. And as to that, 'which 
confifts in practioe, it mult needs be more 


%; from the encouraging teſtimony of a 


good conſcience, and the joy of the Haly 
Ghoſt ; ma none? more delightful and 
ſatisfactory, than the moſt raviſhing leu. 


ſures the epicure can boaſt of. The beſt of 
His, being ſhort and tranſient, and mix d 


with ſome uneaſineſs and trouble. But the 


delights of an Holy ſoul, are pure and ſub- 


ſtantial, durable and laſting, riſing higher 
and 1 more, by the very enjoy- 
ment; not eafily interrupted by a change of 


2 . on , * „ J ar 
n 


* 
— 


* Lule 6. 25. Mat. J. 4. T Mat. 16. 24. 
. 2 outward 


outward circumſtances and conditions in the 
world, nor broken on a fudden by little ac- 


cidents that befall us unawares ; which is 


not to be deny d in reference to ſenſual. joy. 
_Sirs, who is it, that either is, or can be 
Joyful? That actually is ſo, or hath reaſon 
— bo ſo, if not the upright obedient chriſ- 
TTT 5 3 Fes, 
ls not the continual preſence of God the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ;, and the con- 
Rant miniſtry and attendance of his bleſſed 
angels a ground of joy? He may then re- 
joyce. Is not peace with God, and peace 
with conſcience, and peace with the whole 
creation 5 Is not redemption from the bon- 
dage of fin, from the {ſlavery of the devil, 
from the ſting of death, and the curſe. of 
the law, and God's eternal wrath, enough 
to make him chearful? He may then re- 
Joyce. | | "Ko 
If the favour of God and the acceptance 
of their perſons, and ſervices with him, be 
'fufficient reaſon to diſſwade from ſadneſs ; 
ey, may. then eat. their bread. with joy, 
amd Arink their wine with a merry heart, 
for God accepteth bath them aud their 
„„ N 
If freedom of acceſs to the throne of grace; 
if a promiſe of being granted in whatſoever 
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they aſk; if the higheſt aſſurance. from a 
God, that cannot lie, that a7 things. ſhalt 
work for good; if to dwell in his houſe, and 


fit at his table, and be related to him as to 


a father; if to hear his word, and ſing his 


7 and receive the communications of: 
is grace, the pledges of his covenant love, 
and the comfortable foretaſtes of ever/aſting - 


joy, be enough to make them chearful; they, 


and they only have right to be ſo: and that 
in every condition. Are they reproach'd and 
ſlander d? They may yet be chearful, be- 
cauſe God wit} bring 1 


neſs as the light, aud clear their integrity 


orth their righteou(-. 


as the noon ay. * Are they afflicted by, 


poverty, or fc 


neſs, or diſappointment in. 


their deſigns and hopes? They may yet be 
chearful, and thank God for all the ad van- 
tage and benefit of his wiſe diſpenſations of 


rovidence. Are they tempted by the devil? 


# 
: 


hey may yet be chearful; f becauſe God. 
will ſportly tread Satan under their feet, 
and not permit them to be temptea above 


Do they ſaffer for 


what they are able. 


righteouſneſs ſake? They may yet be chear- 
ful; yea, + 7ejoyce and be exceeding glad, 


and count it all joy to receive ſuch an ho- 


nour. For there are promiſes, particularly 


nd 
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referring to ſuch 4 ſtate, "ſufficient to en- 
courage them; yea, to malte them rejoyce. 
Do they ſometimes mourn with a go for- 
row ? Tet may they ſtill rejoyce ; fince to 
conſider the end, and effect of hat ſorrow, 
will give it a mixture of Joy : and even their 


penirenrial tears do but clear their eyes to 


look up to heaven, with delight and comfort, 
and enable them the better to read a pardoun. 

And here it were eafy to fhew, how their 
faith, and hope, and /ove, their humility, 
mec kene, and patience ; their contented- 
net with God's allotment, their reſgnation 


to his will, their ſatigfaction in his choice, 


their e HA 20 his order, their 
preparednefs for every condition, their dili- 
gence in their caltings, their moderation in 


_ the uſe of lawful things, and their innocen- 


cy and harmleſneſs in their carriage and be- 
haviour towards others; do all contribute 
to a chearful and a joyful life. Therefore, 
well might the Pſalmilt tell us, * That the 
righteous ſhall be glad in the Lora, and 
att the upright in heart all glory. And 
well might our Lord adviſe his diſciples, 
not to be lifted up with the gift of miracles, 
but fre joyce rather that their names were 
wrirten in heaven, And well might the a- 
poſtle command chriſtians to rejoyce, (not 


6 — 
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en- by an Trony, as Solomam hers Tpeaks to the 
ce. young man, but) in the moſt real and pro- 
L 


or- per ſenſe, * rejoyce in the Lord always 
2 to yea, aud again, I ſay rejoy ce. 
ow, | Thus much for the firſt general. 
heir II. Let us conſider, in that Sblemom di- 
to res his diſcourſe to the you, man in par- 
Kg _— we have thence a plain intimation, 
9. that of all others young perſons are moſt api 
er | to neglect the fear of Goa, ge be — 
ty, ful of their maker, thro the * | 
2 of ſenſual pleaſures, and youthful tnſfts. 
on Tho God demand his right as ſoon as we 
ce, are capable of underſtanding it; and ta 
1 ſerve the Lord from ous youth is but juſt and 
1— and reaſonable, conſidering that ſo great a 
in part of our life is already cut off by our in- 
* fancy and childhood ; tho the longer we de- 
- lay, the greater difficulty ſhall we meet 
81 with, when ever we ſet about it; tho? our 
-*g whole life at longeſt (as ſoon as we are ca- 
e able, and as long as we live) ſhould be 
2 devoted to God, and tis all little enough, if 
EI we conſider its relation to our eternal ftate ; 
tho' the fooner we begin, the more welcome 
we ſhall be, and the more acceptable our o- 


bedience ; yea, tho' an early piety be the 


only hopeful method, to prevent the hazard | 


of a ſudden death, and the uncomfortable 


refletions © 
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reflections or vid age, and the intolerable 
pangs of a death-bed remorſe ; yet ſuch is 
the power of original fin in young perſons ; 
ſuch and ſo many, are the ſnares of youth, 
and thoſe fo agreeable to their vicious incli- 
nations ; ſuch the force of prejudice ; ſuch 
the artifices of the devil; and ſo prevalent 
the — of evil company: we are 
uſually ſo proud, ignorant, and unexperi- 
enc'd; ſo raſh, haſty, and unadviſed, and 
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ſo eaſily infected with ſadduciſm, and the 
principles of infidelity ; ſo loth to aſſent to 
any ſuch premiſes, whoſe concluſion will in- 
fer the neceſſity of changing our preſent 
courſe; that ſuch, of all others, do moſt 


latter end, and final judgment, left through 


ſure, they put the evil day far from them. 
For 4 ſeldom do = conſider 
in youth, what we are! And why we were 
made! Or what is our buſineſs in the world! 
And what will be the end of our preſent 
courſe! Whereas one thought of God and 
our laſt judgment ſhould be enough to drown 
all other thoughts, as the noiſe of a cannon 
doth that of a whiſper. _ 5 

Senſe is ſo prevalent, and reaſon ſo weak, 
we are ſo much inclined to the one, and ſo 
unwilling to be led by the other; that toys 
and triftes, ſports and recreations, and the 
vanities of fools and children poſſeſs our 
tor 3h 5 hearts, 


re 2 . 
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need a ſerious admonition to remember their. 


the temptations of ſenſual mirth and plea- 
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hearts, and employ our time: neither look- 
ing behind us, to what we have either done, 
or been; nor before us, whither we are go- 
ing; and what in all likelihood will be the 
period of our preſent mirth, and the ſad. 
Cataſtrophe of our youthful luſts. 4 e 
Voung perſons will hardly be convinced, 
but that 20 is their ſeaſon to be brisk, and 


jovial; having time (as they count) to com- 


mand, and the world before them: they 


will not be waded, but that it is time e- 
nough to think of death, when they are 
arreſted by fickneſs, or wither'd by old age. 


Let them be concerned about another world, 
who are leaving this. Their blood now is 


warm, and their ſpirits are nimble, their 


ſenſes are quick, and their paſſions ſtrong; 
they will walk in the way of their own. 


hearts, and in the ſight of their eyes; and 
ordinarily ſplit upon that rock of evi com- 


pany, where ſo many thouſand veſlels at 
their firſt Iaunching out have daſh'd in pie- 
ces. Beſides, their age is molt inviting to 
the devil, to bend his Nickels forces againſt . 
them, rather than againſt chi/aren, or aged 
4 perſons; the former not being capable of 
making a choice, and the latter being fix d, 
7 andreſolv'd in their way : his principal en- 


deavours therefore are levelled againſt youth; 


to draw off their hearts from God and holy - 
things, and to divert their thoughts from 
the conſideration of death and judgment, 


which 
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which would otherwiſe refrain and check 
them, in purſuit of their luſts: and this 
brings me to the third general, to conſider. 


III. That for all theſe things God will 
bring-us t0 gs rt. and therein what 
arguments the t 
ment may rationally ſuggeſt, to damp the 
carnal mirth of young perſons, and never 


perſuade them to remember their creator 
41 


in the days of their youth.  _ 
There are many might be drawn from 
this paſſage, as that there is a juagment to 
come; that 
to judgment; that Go will bring them to 
judgment; the God who made them, 
whom they forgot and neglected; who 
neither wants | 
his word: that for all theſe things, for 
all the ways of youthful luſt and. folly, 
thou ſbalt be brought to judgment. Pri- 
marily for our affections and thoughts, for 
the ways of our heart, and for the works 


of our hands, and the words of our mouth, 
as proceeding from them. And that this is 
ſo unqueſtionably certain, that all might 


know it; and of fo much conſequence, that 


even in youth it ſhould be known and con- 


fider'd.. [+ CE, & 
To enforce this argument, I might here 


mind you of the miſchief you will do to o- 
a4- 


thers by an ill example; and of the a | 
vation of. your ſin by employing the beft of 


gour 


ughts of a future judg- 


perſons ſhall be brought 


wer or will to make good 
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your tiame in the devil; which muſt needs 
make judgment more terrible, in that your 
final doom, and the conſequences of it, will 
be the mare ff 
J might tell you, that the ſooner you re- 
pent, the more hopeful is your caſe in refe- 
rence to a pardon: I might largely deſcribe 
the happy influence of an ear/y piety, with 
reſpect to the future part of your lives; to 
direct your chance, and en your actions, 
and prevent a great deal of ſin and ſhame, 
ſorrow and repentance : I might mention the 
comfortable reflections in old age upon a 
well- ſpent life; your capacity of greater ſer- 
vice to God now, and the aſſurance of a 
weightier crown of Glory hereafter, with all 
the other conſiderable benefits, that have re- 
ſpect either to a ſafe and happy life, a com- 
ortable old age, and a peaceable death, or 
a Joya reſurrection, and a bleſſed eternity: 
all which will come under the argument in 
the text; and what I ſhall ay of it, may be 
comprz'd under the following particulars. 
1. Let young perſens confider, that not- 
withſtanding their preſent mirth and jollity, 
yet the judgment of God is infallibly cer- 
rain. It is an unqueſtionable, undoubted 
truth, hat for all theſe things, God will 
bring thee to _juagment. 
2. Confider, that this judgment is ear 
at ana, and will ſhortly take place. 


3. Con- 


tf > » 1 


— ————— 


a I Peet} eee 
þ 26 A Funeral Sermon. 

| 3. Conſider your ſummons may beſudden, 
x before you are aware. ee TI 


if 4. Conſider that youth and health is the 
Wl fitteſt time to prepare for this judgment of 


0 * * 5 
J. That if through the temptations of 
carnal mirth and youthful luſts, you neglect 
your preparation, it is more than probable, 
that your paſſage by death to this juag- 
ment of Goa, will be very uncomfortable 
43% WA 
6. That his judgment itſelf, aud its im- 
meaiate conſequences, will be intolerably 
Areadſul to unprepared ſinners, . whether 
ne 
1. Conſider, that notwithſtanding your 
preſent mirth and Jollity, yet %s final 
judgment is infallibly certain. Knowin 
the terror of the Lord, faid the apoſtle, 2nd 
here know that for theſe things God will 


concerning perſons, is aſſerted likewiſe con- 
cerning things in the next Chapter, hat Go 
21th bring every work into judgment, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or 
avherhber it be evil: * methinks I need not 
tell you, that the doctrine of this judgment 
Ts Jeclar'd in ſcripture with the greateſt 
plainneſs, confirm'd by the ſtrongeſt evidence, 
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and 


bring to judgment. What is here affirmed 
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and preſs d upon the conſcience with che 
moſt enforcing arguments; or that moſt of 


the objections on the behalf of the Su⁴. 
Aucee, and the ſenſual epicure, are ſo very 


weak and trifling, that if their luſts were 
not ſtronger than their argument, they them 
ſelves would be aſhamed to offer them. 
For whoſoever disbelieves'a future judg- 
ment, muſt either conclude that the: A. 
mighty God cannot, or that the vighteons 
God will not call us to an account for what 
we have received and dene: tho” his abſo- 
lute i poteuce doth affure us, that he can, 
and his invariable truth (having declared 
his purpoſe). that undoubtedly he 20777. 

And can we think, that all the aſſurance 
of this judgment of God, which the ſcrip- 


ture gives us; that all thoſe plain aſſertions 


concerning the judge himſelf, and the per- 
ſons to be judged, and the con Sno 
the judgment, and the certainty of it; that 
they are only terms of art to affright the 
world, and not yea, certain truths, whick' 
will rake effect according to their natural 
meaning? Can we ſuppoſe, that the whole 
account is penfect fiction and meer romance? 
Contriv'd: on purpoſe to keep the world in 
due 4ecorum, and ſo to prevent ſome bad 
effects, only in ny ſtate 
of things, which would probably follow, if 
this belief did not obtain? Whereas is it not 
neceflary, that there ſhould be a judgment - 

. 2 ol day, 


* 
* 


N 

. „ 

— 
*** 


. — LO. 2 ins — — — 


w n ws by 


* hs c 4 7 TT — 20 — +> CDS © . . wy __ WS > * ＋ 
2 * 8 _ * 2 e ; 
9 3 * 2 7J7Cͤ ĩV K eng er oe ns + Wa ng + 8 ee 
a> * nr one DOSE, . . 2 * „ 43 - =p * 2 
F + * 2 n 5 = — 
bn > ornate — 


myſteries of divine 


— 


ty thereof, give a chec 
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day, for the conviction and condemnation of 
great ſinners, that ſcorn the legiſlative au- 
thority of God, and trample on his govern- 
ment, and are above the check and controul 
af human laws? Is it not ne i 
feſt the righteouſneſs of God, as ruler of 
the world, in rendring to every man accord-- 
ing to his works, and to uphold the honour 
of his wiſe government, whereof judgment 
is as neceflary and eſſential a part as /egi/ta-. 
tion? (The latter without the former being 
little elfe then ſhew and mockery: ) Is it 
not neceflary, -for the vindication of religion 
from that contempt and ſcorn that is pour'd 
upon it? Is it not neceflary, to unriddle the 
rovidence? And diſ- 
cloſe the ſecret wickedneſs of hypocrites? 
And put a difference. between thoſe that 


ſerve him, and thoſe that refuſe to do ſo? 
Neceſſary moreover to rectify the miſtakes, 


and falſe opinions, that are abroad in the 


world, concerning God, and Chriſt, and 


holineſs, and fin? And to put an end to con- 


troverſies, and determine the differences 
concerning what is truth and what is 
error? Theſe and ſuch like things conſider- 


ed, (beides the authority of divine writ,) 


do morally aſſure us, that there will be an 
after reckoning, and a final judgment. And 
{hall not one ferious thought of the certain- 


mirth? And caſt a damp upon your _—_ 
_. - 5 5 


y to mani 


to your carnal 


#5 
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temptations of the devil, and fall ſuch an 
eaſie prey to his devices? How could ſo 
many unhappy yourbs invadetheirown dam- 


nation, and ſnatch it as it were out of the 


hands of juſtice? Thruſt away their preſent 


and future happineſs? And fly into the de- 


vil's arms, in the purſuit of their youthful 


luſts; tho' they have been told fo plainly, 
and warn'd ſo frequently of a future Judg- | 


ment? How could theſe things be, it they 


did but believe 'the certainty of this final 


judgment? And how dreadful will be their 


caſe, who are not awaken'd till they ſind it 
to be ſo? Who will not acknowledge this 
judgment of God, till they know the dread- 
fulneſs and terror of it, by being brought to 
their trial? Who will not believe, that God 


will ever call them to an account, till a final 
impenitence, join'd with their infidelity, 
bring them under his condemning ſentence. 
2. Conſider, that this judgment is at 
hana, and will ſbortiy take place. As 
death will conſign us over to God's tribunal; 


ſo childhood and youth, manhood and old 


age are but ſeveral ſtages, that haſten us to 
death. f Yet a little avhile, and we muſt 


— 


7 Job. 16. 22 


_ 
— 


joy? And abate your heat, and vigour in a 
courſe of ſin? For did we but believe, that 
for all theſe things Goa will bring us to 
judgment, could we ſo readily entertain the 


—— — 


3 * * 
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4 go the way of all living: how concern'd 
8 and: thoughtful. focver now we are about this ; 
4 world, we muſt ſhortly bid adieu, and take ; 
4 our leave. Even the n. of buſineſs muſt 1 
1 find a time to die, and give an account of \ 
W his ſtewardſhip; tho he allow himſelf little 


ar 220726, to prepare for death and judgment. 
Our oui — ſtreug th is quickly gone; 
we ſoon decline and languiſh into duſt; as 
ſoon as we begin to live, we are haſtening to 
the end. of. oun life. As a candle, as ſoon as 
it begins to burn, or an hour glaſs as ſoon as 
it is turnad, doth. haſten to its end: (our life 
withering like a. * Flower, and paſſing like 
a watch in the night.) We muſt die ſhort- 
Iz;. and. much ſaoner than they wha lived in 
finſt ages of the world. As Jeath. is the a 
certain conſequence of ald age, ſo thoſe: evil m 
Aas (as. the wiſe: man calls. them) do ſtill lil 
Ara near, andi will quickly overtake us, be 
whether we eat, on drink, or ſleep; whether it 
we be ſad on merry; whether we:talk or are A; 
ſilent; whether: we: work ar are idle; whe- Gan 
2 1 8282 I oe thi 
repare for death and judgment, or w r 24, 
= delpiſe and avoid — fr and yet — 
hom da the moib ſpend: their yauthful days at 
in vanity and fin? With a careleſs neglect of fo 
God and their ſalvation, 772 giutrony amd 
arunkenne(s,. in chamberte;g am wanton- 
neſs, not putting on the Lord Feſus, .10r 
 evalking in his ſpirit ; but making proviſi- 
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ons for the fleſp to Full the tnſts thereof. * 
As if this 4ay of the Lora were à great way 
off, at a mighty diftance : whereas our Judge 
is at tbe door, and the end all things doth 
approach, and it can't be long ere all the 
world muſt receive their dom̃wmwm.. 
A believing th of this would certain- 
ly imbitter the pleaſures of fin, would quench 
our fond defires, and check our fooliſh hopes, 
and ſpoil the reliſh of our carnal joy; would 
blaſt the beauty, and darken the luſtre of 
worldly greatneſs; would ſadden the de- 
lights, and weaken the temptations of fleſh- 
ly pleaſures. For what ſatisfaction can that 
man take in jovial company, in rhe paſtimes 
of children, and the laughter of fools, -who 
is verily perfwaded, that ere long he muſt 
appear to juagmem } How can he be ena- 
moured of this earth, and aſter ſerious de- 
liberation be fond & outward grandure ; who 
believes and knows, that ſhortly the earth 
77 febf fhail be hurut np, the trumpet of the 
Arch-Angels ſound, and our glorious judge 
ſummon all mankind before his bar, by that 
thundring voice, ariſe ye dean and come to 
juagmeut? And can we grant this Jay of 
the Lord, to be not only certain, but ear 
at hang, and not think it time to prepare 
for our ſolemn appearance? Shall we con- 
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tradi& our principles, and live in a re \ 
nancy to our avowed creed, under oa 


cenſure of notorious Zoe ge or folly? The 
firſt, from our profeſſion, if we do not believe 
it; the ſecona, from the unſuitableneſs of 


our practice, in caſe we do. | 
3. Confider that your ſummons to thi 
judgment of Goa may be ſudden and unex- 
Pella, and overtake you unawares. When 
God will require your fouls to appear before 
his tribunal, how ſoon, or ſuddenly he will 
do it, you cannot ſay. The time and place 
of our death, in kindneſs and wiſdom, are 
concealed from us, that we may every where 
ſtand upon our guard, and every moment ex- 


our call to judgment. Becauſe we know 
not whether God by ſickreſs will advertiſe 


us of our approaching end, or his ſtroke be 
ſudden by an unexpected caſualty. And 


therefore Moſes ſpeaking to the es *, as 
to one man, ſaith of God, He is thy life, and 
the length of thy days; q. 4. The ſhortning 
or prolonging of thy days is in the hand of 
God. Hence ſome are taken the firſt hour, 
and ſome at the third, and ſome at the fixth, 


and ſome at the ninth, and others let alone 


till the eleventh; but that is a great uncer- 
tainty: for we may be ſurpriſed. Innume- 
rable accidents attend us every where, that 
may blot our names out of the hook of /ife, 


Pr — 


Dent. 30. 20. 


—— = — — 


and 
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and in health among our friends, and world» 


fummons to judgment. In the nor ning in 


_ diſcourſe, not many days ſince, was as ſtrong 
you and I may have ſo much time and ſpace 


to the very laſt, . This day therefore can- 
not be too ſoon to prepare, becauſe to mor- 
roma may be too late: every unprepared fin- 
ner being ex pos d to as many hazards of e- 
NI, as. there may be acci- 
dents to 


Hrteſt time * N for this final judgment. 
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and ſuddenly confine us to the. ch ambers of 
death. It may be, his day we are jovial, 


ly affairs; and to 0rrow arreſted with a 


chaſe of earthly honour, riches, or delights ; 
and in the evening laid out for our funeral, 
by various accidents not now foreſcen by us, 
of bp any'of: our ien. 
We may be cut off, while we preſume on 
hereafter, while we reſolve to repent, in the 
midi of our holy purpoſes, before they are 
performed: for tho* we read in ſcripture of 
the ſinner of an hundred years old, that he 
Hall be accurs'd; yet have we no example ot 
one iu a thouſand, that li ves to that age. This 
young perſon, whoſe funeral occaſion d my 


and healthful, and as likely to live as any of 
us; and 'tis a very great queſtion, whether 


to repent upon a ſick-bea, as he had; who 
enjoy'd his ſenſes, and the uſe of his reaſon 


urprize him with a ſudden death. 
4. Confider, that youth and health is the- 


As to the former, if we but reflect on the 
W X 4 manifold 


manifold infirmities of old age; that weak- 
neſs of body, and that decay of parts which 
doth uſually accompany that tate; the hard- 
ning of their hearts = a cuſtom and continu- 
ance in fin; the loſs of memory and quick ap- 
rehenſion; the want of thoſe vigorous at- 
Ens, and flexible inclinations, which they 
had in youth, (which makes it more difficult 
to convince and perſuade them ʒ) ſuch conſi- 
derations as theſe ſhould be enough to diſ- 
courage us from adventuring to delay. _ 
Befides this, how can ſuch perſons expect 
to find acceptance with God in the dregs of 
their time, after the miſpending of an whole 
life to his diſhonour? For tho I would not 
diſcourage their utmoſt endeavours, and 
thro” the 2 of God in 3 there is 
hope enough ta prevent a total deſpair; yet 
what can Gao ſhould be — 
of ſuch a man's prayer, but to this effect? 
Lord! Thave waſted my days in ſin; 
© and ſacrificed the flower of mine age to 
&« ſport and folly, to the provocation of thy 
<« juſtice, and the hazard of my falvation ; 2 
<* the beſt of all my time, I muſt confeſs, 
© hath been devoted to the will of ſatan, an 
« devoured by my luſts : but I here preſent 
F 
« ftren ages gments, 
« po — which they have left: I 
i beſeech thee, for the fake of Chriſt, to 
recti ve me now at laſt, tho'i — 
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obedience to thy carter * and 


* jy d 


5 yg as refus'd to return Toner: tho now 


„ my ſtrengt th, as well Az my body, is bow'd 
„down to the grave, and 1 Am hardly capa- 
« bio of Geng thee any fervice Le 
© me not, O ofd, 5 with Hee in the 


gt her word, tho Ibs liv*d {6 20g with- 


© out thee in this”. What prevalency, do 
we imagine, is there like to be info 9551 an 
adire 75 Wi thout a ſovereign e 
pho to relieve. the txigence of ſuch Ii 
and diſcoutaging circumffances, how little 
hope is there, When you cannot conũder u; 
on any ſub} ect for a quarter ofan hour, wich 
out manifeld interruptions ? 

And then as to Sg; rhat for certain is 
the moſt proper tim to > prop ate for Judy: 
Ment : let us but 295 E this « young 

ſciz'd by a fit of fickit if the. Fmt: of 
the diſeaſe ds Hot inffuente the brain and 
cauſe a 4elirium, yet is that a tin to re- 
pent, and make your pedce With God, and 
provide for your Abe before his judg- 
ment · ſeat? For ufuàlly the ee ls 


then clouded, the faney then diſturb'd, the 


paſſions diſordered, and the thoughts dif- 


tracted. 
Conſider ſcrioufly, what i is wont to be the 


hurry of a violent Ademper; ; ſuppoſe reſt- 


lefneſs, thro heat, or pain or want of fleep; 


or ſuppoſe the phyficiati ffould miſtake thy 


cafe, or the deviluſe his 2 and malice 
M5 to 
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to deceive or terrify thy guilty ſoul ; and 
then tell me, whether a ſick- bed be a fit ſea- 
ſon to prepare for 12 ? May not th 
thoughts Sal work enough to ſtruggle wit 


thy pains, or to ſettle thine eſtate, or regard 


thy mourning friends about thee ? When thy 
Ie is low, and thy breath ſhort, and thy 
Irits almoſt gone, thy fins many, and thy 
fears great, and thou haſt harc y ſuffici- 
2 ſtrength to get rid of a clot of ſpittle ; Is 
that a time to enter the liſts with princi pa- 


- 


ities and powers, and all the rules of outer 
darkneſs ?  Befides, tis the caſe of many, 


that the aearer they approach to death, the 
Zeſs apt they are to believe it: and ſo periſh 
in their ſecurity, being totally unconcern'd 
about a future judgment. ce 


But ſuppoſing the free uſe of reaſon, and 


an awaken'd apprehenſion likewiſe of what 
refers to their immortal ſouls, and their e- 
ternal abode, I then add, _— 

5. That if, thro* the enticements of youth- 
ful luſts, you now neglect to prepare, it is 
very probable (and you may juſtly fear it) 


that your paſſage, by death, to this juag- 


ment of God will be very uncontfortable, and 
Full of horror: whether repentance on the 
brink of the grave, after a, wicked life, may 
be ſaving or no, is not the queſtion. Thro' 


an extraordinary act of grace, (whereof the 


ny d pqſibis: but when it's ſincere and 
. e eg, 


p thief was an inſtance) it cannot be 
e 


2 
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ad. & 


+ 


too ſadly probable, from the any examples 
| | of 


ſaving, who can tell any otherwiſe, than as 
in charity we muſt hope the beſt ? For as 
to the perſons. themſelves, on a ſick and 


death-bed; how can they in an ordinary way 


fore probable, that their laſt ſickneſs will be 
very uncomfortable, tho' their repentance 


ſhould 2 fiucere, and their ſouls be ſa- 
ved in the day of Chriſt. For ſuppoſe, when 


their fins ſtare them in the face, and they 


did never il noꝛv bethink themſelves of the 
neceflity of a pardon; that ſ@raz ſhould 


' Now tell them, that their repentance comes 
too late, to meet with that mercy. they ſo 
long abus d. Suppoſe he tell them, that tis 


all owing, to their fears of death, and the 
apprehended. dreadful conſequences. of dy- 
ing. If he ſhould tell them, that the plea- 
ſures of fin are loſt, and ſo the bᷣait to en- 
tice them gone; that every thing about them. 
looks ſad and mournful ; and ſuch a change 


of their condition, from health to ſickneſs 


and the gates of death, mult needs alter 
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be aſſured of their fincerity ? It is there- 


their reſolutions and thoughts. If he ſhould 


tell them, that the zearneſs of eternity can- 
not but make a perſon, who hath ſpace to 
conſider, more apprehenſive of another 
world, and concerned about it, than at o- 
ther times; and that if fickneſs and death 
were at a greater diſtance, they would till 
be the ſame that ever they were; which is 
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of thoſe, who have return d to their former 

25, as ſoon as they return d tu their Health; 
and left all their repentance, their holy 
thoughts, and good reſolutions, in that ſick- 
ded, where at firſt they took them up. If 
the devil ſuggeſt ſuch à temptation as this 
to the ſick penitent, who hath hitherto 
alk in y 2 of jet o 1 18 7. 
in the ſight of bis eyes; What can he reply, 
or D on his own behalf, to make proof 
of the ſincerity of his repentance to him- 
felf, or to thoſe about him? However, it 
may become us to conſider ſeriouſly, that 


God doth oftentimes in righteous judgment 


open the eyes of great fiuners on a death- 
bed; and fill their ſouls with an amazing 
horror from the fears, and foreſight of his 
approaching vengeance. When they can- 
hot but apprehend, that their finning ſeaſon 
is no expir'd, their mirth and jollity over, 
their final judgment at hand, and their bo- 
dies and fouls within a few hours to part, 
and ſo be divided between the grave and 
Boll. You will then admit other thoughts of 
God, and his terrible Jodginent, than at pre- 
{ent in your careleſs health; bitterly reffect- 
ing on your paſt follies, in the days of your 
youth, and' freely condemning your former 
choice. The ferious review of your ſenfual 
joys, (which are fled as a ſhadow, ard 


vaniſn'd like a cloud of fmoak) ſhall gire 


you an unexpreſſible remorſe and ſhame : 
7 | having, 
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having barer d away your ſouls for fich a 


thing of nought, and ventured your eternal ſal- 


te Was my God, my ſoul, and m Va- 


| © tion, of no greater value ? (i you hen 


® be forc'd roſay) of -no greater value, than 
«fg eaſily to be parted with, for the ſhort 
<« ſatisfackion of a brutiſh forbidden plea- 
% ſire? MuſftI leaye this world I loy'd 6 
«* enjoyments? Are all my good days paſt? 
Is all my mirth and joy concluded, and 
nothing but eternal ſorrows to be expet- 
«ed? Muſt all my mirth and laughter 
ebe exchanged for tears and howling ? My 
« eaſe and pleaſure, for inſupportable, re- 
„ medileſs torments? Muſt my guilty ſoul 
„ be thus torn from my body, and from all 
things in which it took delight, to be 
ce drag d and hurry'd to a difinal place, 
„where it will hate to live, and yet cannot 
(0 die 2 Muſt I ff rt, and ſing, and revel 
*.it no more ? Mult i brave it out in pride. 
e no longer, and reliſh the delights of fenſe 
big 720 more, 70 uore, for ever ? And which 
is worſe, ignitely 4worſe ;, Mult F make. 
my appearance be my offended. 


1 


judge whoſe threatnings I derided, 


« whoſe wrath I pravok'd, whoſe commands, 
* contradicted, whoſe ſervants I reproach-. 
* ed? Cc. Muſt I now appear before the 
* dreadfut tribunal of this juſt, this holy, | 
is 
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« this ; * judge? Is there no ho | 


A 


* of eſcaping in the crowd, and ſo avoid a 
trial? Or is there no poſſibility of an * 
« excuſe, when' arraigned before his bar ? - 
Or is there no method to be found, to e- = 
„ yade the execution of his terrible judg- * 
„ ment? Muſt I hear, and hear to my 40 
confuſion, that epitome of hell compriz d fi 
« into a ſentence; Depart, depart from a 
« me ye K into everlaſtiug fe? Oh! C 
« what ſhall I be able to ſay for my ſelf, w 
* when my own conſcience brings the 4 
% charge, and reads the indictment, and I 4 fe 
«* cannot diſown, or deny one article of what fi 
= „ rea ey h 
All the mercies you have receiv'd from M 
God, all the inſtruckiye afflictions you have | b. 
at anytime met with ; all the awakening 57 
ſermons you have heard, all the motions 1 
of God's ſpirit, and the rebukes of your * 
, which you have reſiſted; all the calls 1 
of his word, the warnings of his providence, 1 
and the threatnings of his wrath, which you 15 
have ſlighted; your knowledge of your dan; o 
ger your time and 5 to repent, your 7 
ormer confeſſions of fin, your convictions 5 
of guilt, your purpoſes to reform, the re- 1 
proofs you have had from others, and the 4 
promiſes you have. made your ſelves, may, 4 
all be muſter d up to your awaken d thoughts, | .. 
to ſeize your ſouls with horror and confuſion, 4 


when you are called by death to paſs to this 


judgment of God. And 
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And now, chriſtians, tis probable you 
may ſuppoſe and hope that this will be your 
caſe ; yet the preſent inſtance of this v-hap- 


ty youth, may convince you that tis poſſi - 
ble, and more than poſſible. For tho” Lne- 


ver ſaw him (to my knowledge) fave on his 

death-bea, yet having expreſs d his own de- 

fires, that others might take warning by his 
example, I need not ſcruple to acquaint you, 
(with what I learnt from himſelf, and is 
well known to his ſurvivingcompanions) that 
during his health, he did put the evil day 
far from him : and yet was very apprehen- 
five of a future judgment, and concern'd at. 
his own unpreparedneſs, in his /aſt 4 x 
moſt heartily confeſſing with many tears, that 


he had indulged to youthfal luſts, delighted 


in wicked company, lived in the prophana- 
tion of the ſabbath, and made a mock of e- 
very thing almoſt that was ſerious: and this 
notwithſtanding the counſels. of his friends, 
and ſome checks of his own conſcience. He 
ſadly bemoaned his forlorn ſtate, as having 
little or no hope to find mercy at the — 8 
of God; penitently Nee, his own wil- 
fairen aa folly, that procur'd it to himſelf: 
and thereupon cry'd out in the bitterneſs of . 
his ſoul, to this effect. Oh! had I Se- 
« liev'd. and known, what now I do; I 
e would have been more concern'd.to ſecure 
« my everlaſting intereſt ;. I would have 
5 talen more care to avoid temptation; 1 
| 1 * would 
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* would RE RU my ti t6 bet- 
* ter purpoſes, and attended the e 
* of the word in another manner, Qc. 
But 1 fear *tis'20wv 76 are. And then with 


the greateſt inaportunity did beg of God to 
n and forgive him, _ ie Take of 


it: then tafſing pd to place, 
' wtinging his la. 4 lifting up his eyes 
wo heaven, {with the aifeRiny + Sorts "of 


a deſpairing foul) did beſeech the aſſiſtance 
of rhofe * him, to ſeek to God on his 
behalf. Oh! pray for me, pray for me, 
for Chriſt's ſake pray for me; that if yet 
2 mercy may be had, the Lord 8 7 4 
« pity on a miferabie finner. 
are a burden too hear ; "bg bs 
I have ſinn d, tho' God food 9 * 5 
* me: I have Ann d, tho' my conſcience did 
« rebuke me for it. Again, I have ſinn d, 
« tho' I reſolv'd to fin ho more; I know 
not what to do, or Which way to turn, Se.“ 
for with ſuch words as theſe did he bewail 
_ himſelf, and fignify the horrors of an ac- 
cuſing conſcience. Nevertheleſs, for the 
fupport of his relations, and the encourage 
ment of all returning ſinners, I am willing. 
to add, that a little before his change, (which 
was ſudden and unexpected, Aden hie riends 
bog to Entertain fome hope s Of his reco= 
528 ſpirit was more Bows 0 5d and calm, 
his iſtracting terrors much abated; and the 
overwhelming fears of death and judgment, 
very much ſubdu'd and overcome. In. 
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firſt, and would here take notice of, I mean 


— | * w 10 R „„ , _ 
In his a app — 


gravated his crimes with- the greateſt — 
dom, with a deep remorſe of ir, and an 
hearty ſerious ſenſe and feeling of what he 


ſpake. He did not go about to palliate or 


bs excuſe his former wickedneſs, to leſſen or 


the blame -on the 
oy 2 and inc lina- 


diminiſh it, by ſhiftin 
ſubtil een devil, t : 
tion of a bocul the corruption o 
human —— or 3 — of evi 
company, &c. altho this: lat he did very 
much lament, as the greateſt ſnare to his 
ſoul, and a principal occaſion of his youth- 
ful fins, an an apprehended Win.. 
Among other f#75 which an accuſing conſri- 
ence told him of, oue that did more particu- 


larly affect his heart, and burden his ſoul, was 


the oh of lying ; I mention this with an um- : 


frigned defire, - that all young perſons (ap- 
prentices eſpeciall ) would remember this 


example, and refolve againſt it. 


There is one thing more, which ra 


his ſcoffeug humour; and this he *acknow- 
ledged with a great deal of remorſe and 
ſhame z that when firſt he was an hearer in 
this plare, he came with a defign n_ 
— _ 
ut not meeting with any t — on 
which to break a jeſt, g with ny thing on 
laughter, nothing but what was ſerious, and 
Tu ro the ſolemn work and ſervice of. - 
_ * . _ ſabbathy 
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fabbath, he reſolv'd to come again, and ac- 
cordingly for ſome time did ſo, (I cannot 
ſay how long) with other thoughts of my 
brethren and me, and of the ſerious plain- 
_ neſs of this our way of worſhip, than his 
former ignorance and prejudices would ſuf- 
fer him to admit; and thanks be to God He 
is nor the only inſtance of this kind. © 
Therefore I cannot but ſubjoyn, that as re- 
ligion is not the leſs excellent, becauſe ſome 
fools deſpiſe it; nor fin the leſs deſtructive, 
becauſe there be ſome atheiſtical ſcoffers | 
who make a mock of fin; neither is plain 
and ſerious preaching (with the purity and 
fimpkcity of goſpel worſhip) any whit the 
more contemptible, becauſe ſome that t in 
the chair of ſcorners, deride and run it 
don ſince theſe kind of ſeoffers, are u- 
ſually ſuch as caſt off all thoughts of God, 
and an after reckoning, and are no way in- 
fluenc'd by the conſideration of a future life; 
to whom Heaven and hell are words of ſport, 
and the ſacred ſcripture matter of erin } 
For none, methinks, who are ſerious in 
the practice of religion, and make a conſci- 
ence of their words and actions, ſhould dare 
ch make a mock of the worſbig of God, or 
thoſe that joyn therein, whether miniſters 
or people: only upon the account of ſome: 
little Auer, from that method and way 
af worſhip, which they like beſt, when the 
ſubſtanct and deſign of both is ä b 
„ 1 ; t | 
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the fone, and eſſen to be ſo. Did men 
but underſtand what they profeſs by owning 
chriſtianity ; did they but be/zeve what they 
underſtand, and prattiſe what they pretend 
to believe, a meer reverence and Juſt regard 


to holy things, would moſt certainly give a 


check to this ſcofing humour, in reference 


. 


to their meaſures. : : 
6. Laſtly, Conſider the areadfulneſs and 


to thoſe who cannot in all reſpects, conform 


rhe terror of this final judgment, in its 
ſelf, and its certain and immediate conſe- 
quences to every unprepared ſinner, whether ._ | 


young or ⁹ ene. 8 219.0 
When the bleſſed Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, to 
take the throne by his 'Pather's order, and 
judge the world in righteouſneſs ;' when ve 
that ſtoop'd from heaven to earth, to be a2 
facrifice for fin; who endured the contradic- 
tion of finners againſt himſelf, in the days 
of his fleſh, ſuffer d the cruelty of men, and 
the wrath of his Father, and the curſed 
death of the croſs, upt n our account; when 
he fhall come again as the juage of quick 
and dead; we ſnall then have other thoughts 


of him, and of our ſelves, than we now en- 


en; 5 D 
Sirs, he now offers you a pardon, as the 
purchaſe of his death, on eaſy, honourable, 
and advantagious terms: but it will be hben 
too late, and in vain to beg it. He ante 


ES 4 1 * — " 
* ö „ 
: * * 


warns you of your danger, and tells you, that 


the end of youthful luſts is death and judg- 


ment, and eternal wrath. And then you 


ſhall. know that he ſpake in earneſt, and 


his words were true. Now as a merciful re- 
deemer, he entreats you to be reconcil'd 
he ſhall hen be cloathed with vengeance,an 
appear to your confuſion, as à terrible judge. 
At firſt he came in the form of a ſervant, 


to make our peace with God, and was there: 


upon deſpiſed and rejected of men. But he 


Hall ſhortly come again to render vengeance 
to — 2 would not know him as a 


prince and a prophet; would net receive his 


meſſage, and yield obedience to his holy 
goſpel. Now he offers life, (erernal life) 
begs your acceptance of it: but he will 


then ſn ungrateful refuſal of his 
— gy he entreats you to be 


happy, and have compaſſion on your ſelves: 
but then he will be as deaf to your entrea- 


ties, as you have been to his; and that, 
tho you ſhould urge him with the greateſt 


nportunity poſſible z*rho* you befeech him 
by the mercifulneſs of his nature, by the 
ſfreeneſs of his invitation, by the compaſſion 
of his death, by the merit of his ſufferings, 
by the kindneſs of his ſacrifice, by the grace 
by his goſpel, Sc. Now you will 

heve his promi ſes; but then you ſhall 
rience the execution of his chreatniugs. Now 
you v nat hearken to his advice and war- 
rr ning, 
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ning, 0 5 you ſhall ſhortly feel the ſad ef. 


fects of your contempt and obſtinacy. . Now 
u will not be conſtrainꝰd hy his dying! love 3. 
ere long you ſhall know the Power 
his wine, > homer you _ or no ; for tho” | 
at preſent he otter you lite, yet u our 
elta he will urg „ de — 
tence of eternal dea set he invites 
you to him, but then he wil bid you de- 
part; Depart from me, ye curſes, into e- 
verlaſtiug . prepared for the devil ang 
his angels. 
From that God after whoſe i 
were created, in whoſe favour our 
life; from that Saviour fo ks you | 
by his precious blood; and from that Poly 
ſpirit, who would have ſanRified you by His | 


ace. 
1 from me; and' from all ho 5 
ſalvation. by me. From me; and all the 
bleſſed company of ſaints and angels, chat 
* — — me for ever. 

from me, abandoned to an ever- 


ting or gone, ( (of which both ſouls and bo- 


the wretched ER by nn 
— —— torments ſet fort 


| 2 2 as were originally gerd r d the 


axe ſpirits, of whom the feripture-dortt 


10 poſe ons to be the principal ring leader 
all u neſt, and who 4 
med his angels. 
They who tempted you' wo ſin, ſhall de- 
ride your folly, andt triumph in your mt 
an 


are there re ter- 
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and be your. conſtant perpetual tormen- 
tors; ſince the fire is wnguenchable and 
never goeth out. The wicked ſhall go away 
into ever/aſting puniſhment, * as the righ- 
teous into /ife eternal. | e 
. Nevertheleſs how dreadful ſoever this ſen- 
tence muſt needs be, it is not more intolera- 
ble in it ſelf, than anavoidabllè to the ſinner: 
for where will you hide from his a//-ſeeing 
eye? Or how will you reſiſt the force of his 
Almighty Arm? As it will be in vain to- 
think of ſupporting his wrath, ſo every whit 
as vain to imagine a poſſibility of eſcaping 


it. Will the tears of a deſpairing ſinner ex- 
tinguiſh the fire of God's wrath, and quench 


the flames of hell? Will his wiſhing he 
had been wiſer in the leaſt avail, when the 
charge is proved, and the ſentence 
Whither would you flee from the juſtice of 
the Judge ? 
cy of a Saviour? But this Saviour is now 


the Judge, and become your enemy : a 


ſight of whom ſhall awaken the moſt ſlum- 
bring conſcience, and make the never dying 
200718.) gnaw your very heart: when you 
mall be — of the calls and invitati- 


ons you refuſed, and the * you 


ſlighted, the convictions you ſtifle 


„and. 


the vows you broke; and you be forced to 


reflect on the vanities of your youth, and 


ſadly look back on the time paſt of your ig- 


norance and folly, 
Mt, 25. wie. 


* . 


paſt ?. 


hither ? But to the mer- 


| When 


„ / // Se gy 


A Funeral Sermon. 48 


When for 4 light temptation, you run tbe | 8 


hazard of this Heavy puni ſhment; when for 
a temporal 2 you ventured an endleſ; 

torment; for a mix d delight, an unmixed 
pain; for a momentary ſatisfaction, an eter- 
nal wrath; for a ſhort ſin, an everlaſting ſor- 


row. O Eternity! eternity! Is it true, or 


rather can it poſſibly be falſe, that after 
millions of —- Ws the _ of God, it 
will not then be paſt he beginning of BG 
r0ws, but an everlaſting vengeance will be 
yet to come, and will ever be to come. O 
curſed be my wicked companions that inti- 
ced me to fin, and fo to ruin; or rather, cur- 
ſed bes my own ſtupidity and folly, that I 
would not rſwaded to believe what ow 
I know and feel! Oh! that I were on earth 
again! and had the beneſit of one months 
ſpace; in order to à ſecond tryal! O! That 
I had never ſeen the light! Or that the earth 
had open'd. and ſwallowed me up in my cra- 
dle ] or rather, Oh! that in time Thad re- 
ceiv'd inſtruction, and harkened to reproof ! 
Oh! that z time I had believed what was 
told fo plainly, and warned of ſo faithfully, 
concerning God, and his ee judgment. 
Now that this may 2058 be the caſe of a- 
ny one of us, let me conclude with the ad- 
vice of the prophet, * Give glory to the 
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